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March 19, 2008

A.  The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m.

B.  Pledge of Allegiance

C.  Roll Call / Determination of Quorum


Present:
Mr. Stinson, Mr. Huyser, Mr. Kremke, Mr. Bell and Mr. Snyder


Absent:
None


Also present were Mrs. Mitchell, Mr. Mandon and Mr. Lyp (10 minutes late)

D.  Consideration of Minutes of Previous Meeting

Motion to accept the February 20, 2008 meeting minutes as written was made by 

Mr. Kremke; second by Mr. Stinson.   Motion passed via voice approval 5 – 0.

E.  Audience Participation

None

F.  New Business


None

G.  Old Business and Matters Tabled

None 

H.  Preliminary Hearing

Application for variance made by Andrew R. Brack for the property located at the northwest corner of Rankin and Pleasant Street in Porter.

Mr. Brack represented himself to the Board.  He gave a brief explanation of the variance he is requesting.  His current house is legally non-conforming.  He wants to add on to the west of the house.  Front setbacks are 30 feet and he is asking for a 10 ft. front variance.  He would like to add a two-story addition.

Mr. Mandon said that TAC did look at this and decided that the house is currently legally non-conforming.  He believes the petitioner would like to keep the house addition conforming to the existing home.

Motion to set the above application for  Public Hearing at the April meeting was made by Mr. Bell; second by Mr. Huyser.  Motion passed 5 – 0 via voice approval.

I.  Public Hearing

Application for variance made by Raymond Cahnman for the 20x100 ft. parcel adjacent to the south boundary of Duneland Drive and the west boundary of the alley bisecting Block 21 in the New York Stock Yards addition to Porter.

Mr. Welsh, who is Mr. Cahnman’s attorney, was present to address the board for Mr. Cahnman.  He first turned in all official notices necessary to conduct the Public Hearing.  He then passed out a new platt of the undersized parcel and briefly described once again the variance request.   He stated that the topography of the dune does not allow for the garage.  Mr. Cahnman is requesting three variances to allow for the garage.  Those variances were described in the finding of fact that Mr. Welsh also passed out to the Board.  He also stated that when TAC met on this issue in January they came to unanimous agreement that the variances were needed in order to build the garage.  He and his client would like to comply with the Town of Porter as to the placement of the garage.  Mr. Welsh also provided photographs of the sight to the Board.

Mr. Lyp reviewed the legal documents and stated that everything was in place to hold the Public Hearing.

The Public Hearing was opened at 7:25 p.m.

Those who spoke against the application were as follows:

· Jamie Hogan – 100 Duneland Drive

· Michael Shea – 2937 Glenwood Beach Trail

· Elka Nelson – 111 Duneland Drive

· Melissa Cohen – 2919 Dearborn Street

· Gilbert ? – 2828 Market Street

Those who spoke in favor of the application were as follows:

· Miff Woolsey – 220 Roskin Road

Also, the following residents sent letters to the Town Hall against the application (The letters are on file at the Town Hall):

· Donald Whistler

· Susan Brandstetler

· Hugo Brandstetler

· Roger E. Carnell

· Bill Stronks

· Amy Wilson-Stronks

· Stephanie Carnell

· Mary Wheeler

· Robert Loop

· Dean Boldin

· Vicky Boldin

· Michael Shea

· Robin Lukach

· Amy Starin

· William Lukach

· Ruth Maxwell

· Sean O’Brian

· Melissa Stager

· Ruth Bremmer

· David Sea Breed

· Fred Millet

· Mr. and Mrs. Masterman

· Cheryl Meyer


Mr. Welsh was given the podium to offer his rebuttal to the comments made.  He stressed 

that TAC unanimously agreed that the variances were needed to build the garage.  They also agreed that the parcel of land was definitely a hardship.  He also pointed out that none of the remonstrators were residents adjacent to the property in question.

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:00 p.m.

Mr. Snyder and Mr. Bell both had questions for Mr. Mandon.  Mr. Mandon wanted to stress that he does not think the BZA sets precedents by their decisions.  Mr. Lyp stated that while he believes they are not setting “precedents” they are making decisions that they will need to be consistent with in the future.  He also restated the three criteria that are needed to be met in order to grant a variance.

Motion to suspend the rules on voice vote and conduct the vote by private, written ballots was made by Mr. Stinson; second by Mr. Bell.  Motion passed 5 – 0 via voice approval.

Motion to grant the petition believing that all three variances meet all three criteria was made by Mr. Bell; second by Mr. Huyser.  Motion approved 3 – 2.

J.  Finding of Fact


None
K.  Update from Board of Zoning Appeals Attorney

None

L.  Requests from Board of Zoning Appeals Secretary

None

M.  Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Bell; second by Mr. Huyser.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

_______________________________

Bruce Snyder

Chairman

_______________________________

Kara Mitchell

Secretary
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