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Minutes from the Meeting of April 27, 2010
The meeting was opened at 5:02 P.M. with President William Cantrell leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Officers Present - William Cantrell, Jon Granat and Daniel Colbert. Also at the meeting were Secretary, Sue Huyser, Public Works Director, Brenda Brueckheimer and Director of Engineering, Matt Keiser.
Motion was made to approve the March 23, 2010 minutes as presented by Daniel Colbert, second by Jon Granat. Motion Passed 3 – 0 .
Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented by William Cantrell, second by Jon Granat. Motion passed 3 – 0.  
Motion to approve accounts payable vouchers of $8,475.02 as submitted was made by Daniel Colbert, seconded by Jon Granat.  Motion passed 3 – 0.
Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer reported she received a document from INDOT that she thought would be helpful for the Stormwater Public Awareness.  It includes hints and tips to help prevent flooding.  Ms. Brueckheimer reminded the board that by including this insert with the utility bills it will be considered public education falling in line with compliance.

Motion to include an insert in the utility billing was made by William Cantrell, seconded by Daniel Colbert.  Motion passed 3 – 0.

Ms. Brueckheimer also stated the dye testing was completed in the Waverly / Burwell area.  There is a home on Waverly with a building permit that is impeding the ditch she will work with the Building Department to have the homeowner clean up the debris at the owners expense.  She also stated that the Public Works Department did well with the last 2 days of rain.  No major flooding was reported.  A storm drain was installed at Dudley and one would be installed on Bote within the week.  There have been no issues at Porter Beach. 
Director of Engineering, Matt Keiser reported on the bid opening for the Wood Street project.  There were 4 bidders, Apex Excavation for $29,799.00, R.V. Sutton for $44,840.00, LGS Plumbing for $49,122.00, and Hasse Construction for $67,485.00. Mr. Keiser reported there was some confusion on state requirements versus what was stated in the public notice regarding the bond required.  Matt suggested awarding this project to the lowest bidder.  
Motion was made to award Apex Excavation the project by Jon Granat, seconded by William Cantrell.  Motion passed 3 – 0.

Mr. Keiser also stated that GRW has made a proposal to provide impervious surface mapping to the Town of Porter for $13,575.00.  He informed the board that it will work with AutoCad enhancing the ability to calculate ERU’s to accurately bill for MS4 fees.  Mr. Keiser feels it is a fair price, and included that all cities in Porter County are taking advantage of this proposal.  He also stated that this pricing is valid at any time.
Motion was made to have GRW perform the impervious surface mapping for the Town of Porter for $13,575.00 by William Cantrell, seconded by Jon Granat.  Motion passed 3 – 0.

Mr. Keiser also wanted to remind everyone the rain barrel seminar was scheduled for 6:00 p.m. at Hawthorne Community Building.  He encourages residents to participate adding that the $20.00 fee is well worth it as the barrels themselves have a higher cost than that.

Under old business the board revisited two requests to combine lots for Stormwater billing purposes.  Mr. and Mrs. Pisowicz requested to combine 13 lots to 3 lots.  
Motion to approve the Pisowicz application was made by Jon Granat, seconded by Daniel Colbert.  Motion passed 3 – 0. 

Mr. and Mrs. Whisler’s requested to combine 7 lots to 1 lot.  The board agreed that this request fits under ordinance SW 2009-01.  

Motion to approve the Whisler’s application was made by Jon Granat, seconded by Daniel Colbert.  Motion passed 3 – 0.

Under new business the Board discussed implementing a Stormwater Rate Increase.  This would enable the Stormwater Board to address the projects identified in the Master Plan.  The proposed projects cannot be completed in a timely manner with the current funding.  The increase would occur in conjunction with the sewer rate increase.  During the discussion it was noted that if the ERU’s were increased it would unfairly fall strictly on the commercial properties.  By increasing the rates it would expedite the completion of the projects.  Current funding would possibly take 10 – 20 years, the increase could cut that time frame in half.  A formal recommendation will be made and presented to the Town Council.
Motion to move forward with a Stormwater Rate Increase recommendation to present to the Council was made by William Cantrell, seconded by Jon Granat.  Motion passed 2 – 1.  William Cantrell and Jon Granat voted yea, Daniel Colbert voted nay.  

Under public comment Karen Pisowicz of 85 Ed McDashowicz inquired if tax monies go to MS4 and the Sewer funds.  Mrs. Pisowicz was informed that the sewer is stand alone and receives no tax funding and MS4 is mandated with no funding.  She stated that it makes no sense that some areas have a surplus and others are broke.

Also under public comment Ken Gumz of 700 S. 23rd Street commented that we are getting nothing for our taxes.  He said he would be returning with a request to combine his two lots.  He also stated that there are about 40 trees along Peterson Ditch that he cannot get to for pruning.  He is trying to help keep the ditch clean and imagines he keeps the public works busy because he is removing leaves and debris from the ditch.  Matt replied that Stormwater has to look at covering the cost to clean up the ditch and perform routine maintenance. 
There being no other business before the board, a motion to adjourn was made by William Cantrell, second by Daniel Colbert. Motion passed 2 – 0. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:52 P.M. 
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