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A.  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m.

B.  Pledge of Allegiance              

C.  Roll Call / Determination of Quorum

Present:
Mr. Babcock, Mr. Stinson, Mrs. Bollinger, Mr. Timm, Mr. Eriksson and Mr. Bell 

Absent:
Ms. Brueckheimer

Also present were Mr. Lyp, Mr. Mandon, Mr. Thiede, and Mrs. Mitchell

D.  Consideration of Minutes of Previous Meeting
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2008 meeting as written was made by Mr. Eriksson; second by Mr. Timm.  Motion carried via voice approval 5 – 0.  Mr. Stinson voted “present” because he recused himself at the last meeting.

E.  Audience Participation

None

F.  Old Business and Matters Tabled


None



G.  New Business

None

H.  Preliminary Hearing


None

I.  Public Hearing
Application for subdivision approval made by Keenan and Christina Comer for the property located at the southwest corner of Michigan Street and Porter Avenue in Porter.

Keenan Comer gave a brief explanation of his application and his need for subdivision approval.  He stated that he needs approval of his replatt of lots 1 & 2 into one lot of record.  He is going to tear down his old house and build a new house.  It will be 960 square feet on the 1st floor and 600 on the second, and it will have a full basement.

Public Hearing was opened at 8:50 p.m.

No one spoke for or against the application.

Public Hearing was closed at 8:52 p.m.

There were no questions or comments from the Plan Commission.

Motion to approve the application was made by Mr. Stinson; second by Mr. Eriksson.  Motion was passed 6 – 0.

Application for subdivision approval made by Todd Martin and Royal Church for the property located at Oak Hill Road and Quail Ridge Drive in Porter (Hunter’s Glen Subdivision).
Mr. Stinson recused himself from the Commission due to the potential appearance of conflict because he lives in Hunter’s Glen.

Attorney Brian Hurley gave a brief explanation of the petitioner’s application.  He stated that the new replatt was done to comply with the new ordinances of the Town of Porter.  The developers are concerned about keeping the topography of the land because that is what makes the land valuable.

Janet Hicks, their engineer, was also present to answer questions.  The Commission members asked several questions.  Mr. Bell wanted to know if the existing pipeline was on the property line.  Ms. Hicks was not sure of the location of the pipeline, but she felt strongly that it was not on the property.  Mrs. Bollinger asked if the property owner of the pipeline had been notified of the meeting.  Mr. Martin said “yes.”  Mr. Timm asked what type of pipeline it was.  The pipeline is petroleum.  Mr. Bell asked if the road going through the new part of the subdivision would be private.  Yes, the road would be private and would be maintained by the homeowners.   Mrs. Bollinger asked if the developers had developed any other properties with the same difficulties.  Mr. Babcock stated that he was concerned with the proposed private road.  Mr. Hurley answered that the existing covenants say the homeowner’s association is joined with the existing homeowner’s association.  Mrs. Bollinger asked who would be maintaining the retention pond.  Again, it was answered that the homeowner’s association would deal with this and that it would be the responsibility of the homeowner.  Mr. Timm asked Mr. Mandon if the radius of the cul-de-sac was sufficient for a fire truck, etc.  Mr. Mandon feels that it is.

The Public Hearing was opened at 8:15 p.m.

No one spoke in favor of the application.

Those who spoke against the application were as follows (for exact record of comments of these residents, see official notes or video taken at the meeting):



Bruce Snyder, 860 Quail Ridge Drive, Porter.



Greg Stinson, 870 Quail Ridge Drive, Porter.



Carol Bueler, 890 Quail Ridge Drive, Porter.



Ginger Potter, 850 Quail Ridge Drive, Porter.



Mike Babcock, 165 Pheasant Drive, Porter.


Public Hearing was closed at 8:48 p.m.

Mr. Hurley was given the opportunity to answer questions raised during the Public Hearing.  He stated that the developer wants to do whatever they can to comply with the existing covenants.  He thinks it is unfair to the developer to talk about the developers clearing the land when they own the land.  He stated that there has been lots of rain in the past few months and that the Plan Commission should not rely on “anecdotal stories” about drainage issues.  He feels the engineer should handle these things.  Because he feels the platt meets the Town’s standards, he also feels that the Plan Commission should approve the platt.

Mr. Thiede was also given a chance to answer questions.  He submitted a letter with nine comments in it.  He believes that the ordinances have been met in part, but not in full.  In the letter, #’s 7, 8, and 9, are what the petitioners need to address to meet Town standards.

Mr. Eriksson stated that he thinks the Plan Commission should approve the application and make the development legal.

Mr. Babcock is concerned about the development having no sidewalks and the private road.  The developer told the Plan Commission that they have no problem with sidewalks being put in.

Mrs. Bollinger is concerned about the pipeline and drainage.  The developer said that their plans are to make things better.

Mr. Bell read a letter into the record from Janet Hooker of 900 Quail Ridge Drive in Porter.  He also stated that he would like all questions answered before a vote is taken.

Mr. Lyp mentioned that he was concerned that the developers had not seen the letter from the Town engineer.  He also thinks that the BP pipeline issue should be cleared up.  He stated that if the road is to be public, there needs to be something in writing on the platt that states who is going to take care of the road.

Mr. Bell feels that there needs to be sidewalks in the development as it is the consensus of the Commission.

Motion to table the application was made by Mr. Timm; second Mr. Eriksson.  Motion approved 5 – 0.

Mr. Eriksson asked if TAC would be taking notes at their meetings.  TAC will be taking minutes from now on.

J.  Finding of Fact


None
K.  Comments from Plan Commission Attorney

None

L.  Comments from Plan Commission Secretary

None
M.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Eriksson; second by Mr. Timm.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:26 p.m.

_______________________________

Lorain Bell

Chairman

_______________________________

Kara Mitchell

Secretary
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