TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

DECEMBER 22, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.  

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the December 8, 2009 minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0,

CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $238,873.25 and $76,886.01 as presented and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Jennifer Klug of Lincoln Street thanked all department heads for doing a great job and all working together to get things done for the Town.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy thanked Janet and Jean Biesboer for decorating the Town Christmas tree and donating all decorations including a 3 foot wreath.

Pomeroy presented $402.68 of utility billing late charges that needed to be written offs, the reason being that the EFT receipts were received late from the banks and penalty charges were added and needed to be deleted.

Pomeroy presented 17 new contractors, Martin made the motion to accept and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ENCUMBRANCES FOR 2009

Chief Spanier stated that the Police Department haven’t had the funds available to fund a K9 dog before but with the $24,000 that the Police Dept. has received from Porter County as its share of drug forfeiture money seized during traffic stops.  Spanier would like to use this money to help pay for the canine officer while they are in training plus pay for their days off.  Spanier also stated that illegal drugs are gaining a stronger foothold in Porter County.  Spanier asked the Council for permission to encumber $15,761 to purchase a canine dog.  Granat made a motion to implement the K9 program and to encumber $15,761 to purchase the dog and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy presented the following encumbrances:

Police:

101-002-290

Vohne Kennels

$15,761.00


101-002-290

Traffic Logix


$10,450.00


101-002-290

Kiesler Supply


$12,338.80.



101-002-290

Miner Electronics

$39,967.00
MVH:

201-001-440

Porter Bank


$30,000.00


201-001-440

Dell Computers

$  3,487.00
Martin made a motion to encumber the above encumbrances and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp was absent.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier said he anticipates that the Town’s website page (http://www.townofporter.com)will soon 

link to a crime report service that will show the general location of break-ins and burglaries in the Town.  The Porter County sex offender page will also be linked to the website page.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig thanked the Council for a good year.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer reported that they had to pull 17 pumps because of residents flushing diapers, underwear and Depends etc down their toilets which resulted in overtime because of clogged pumps.  She stated that at the beginning of the year she will list what can and cannot be flushed down toilets and asked residents to refrain from doing that.  Brueckheimer also thanked the Council for a good year.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser had no report

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller had no report

NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTION 2009-06  Declaring Financial Emergency

Martin made a motion to number and read by title only Resolution 2009-06 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

RESOLUTION 2009-07 transferring year-end appropriations

Granat made a motion to number and read by title only Resolution 2009-07 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ORDINANCE 2009-26 Establishing grant fund

Genger made a motion to number and read by title only Ordinance 2009-26 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have 2nd reading by title only and adoption with Genger making the second.  Vote 5-0.

REORGANIZATION OF COUNCIL

Genger stated that Bollinger and Granat have done a tremendous job as President and Vice-President and made a motion to retain Bollinger as President and Granat as Vice-President and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger announced the winners of the Christmas decorating contest as follows:


1st place Jean & Bruce Daniels 15 E. Burwell Drive


2nd  place Kurt Ruhmann 748 David Blvd.


3rd place Tim Kaurich 300 Howe Road

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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