TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

DECEMBER 14, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also  present were Jon Granat, Vice President, Council members David Babcock, Todd Martin and Trevin Fowler, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Assistant Police Chief Todd Allen, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer Director of Engineering and Economic Development Matt Keiser and Park Superintendant James Miller.   Building Commissioner Art Elwood was absent.

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes of November 23rd as written and Fowler made the 
second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims in the amount of $120,109.72 and $20,498.82 and sewer 
write offs in the amount of $1,143.84 and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Jennifer Klug, Lincoln Street, asked the status of the financial studies assessing the potential impact of creating a fire territory and Bollinger replied that Cender and Company gave the Town of Porter a proposal to do a study and Umbaugh & Associates did the study for Chesterton and that information will be presented January 10th at 5:00pm at Chesterton Town Hall at an open meeting.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy thanked Sherrill Newman for decorating the planters in front of Town Hall and also thanked Jean Biesboer and Janet Clark for donating the new Christmas tree and all decorations in the meeting room.

Pomeroy asked permission to transfer $600 in donations for the Town’s Christmas party to line item #`02-001-365 Donations and other services.  Babcock made a motion to move the money to the above  line item and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy noted that the Town has received $3,000 in grant money from Open Land for the canoe launch and asked to move that money to line item #247-001-365 Grants. Fowler made the motion to move $3,000 to the line item above and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy stated that the Town had received the DNR Grant for fire gear in the amount of $4,763.73 and asked to move that money to line item #244-001-111 Fire DNR grants.  Martin made the motion and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig stated that he attended an EMA meeting in Valparaiso and EMA Director Phil Griffith offered to service and maintain Porter’s 2 tornado warning sirens.  The sirens are located at State Highway 49 and Hjelm Road and at the corner of West Beam Street and Mineral Springs Road.   Craig noted that the maintenance can be expensive and he wants to make sure all components are working.  Craig said that the only stipulation is that they can not be moved without Council approval.  Attorney Lyp suggested that the Council get it in writing that Porter County will maintain and service at their expense and also that they would consult with the Town Council if they ever wanted to move the sirens.  The Council agreed by consensus.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

None

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT

Keiser requested from the Council $22,278 from Major Moves for a box culvert to relieve the drainage problems at Waverly Road and State Park Road.  INDOT will install the box for the Town if they will pay for this culvert box because they will be closing State Road 49 north of Highway 12 for bridge construction and will detour traffic to Waverly Road.  Keiser noted that this will save Porter approximately $100,000 and this needs to be fixed anyway.  Babcock made a motion to pay $22,278 from Major Moves Fund to pay for this culvert box and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Keiser also noted that the Town will be accepting bids shortly to replace downtown manholes until January 7th at 3:00 at the Town Hall and which at that time the bids will be opened.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller noted that 4 - 2”Caliber trees were planted in the honor of Jean Brueckheimer, Whistle Bishop,
Virginia Green and Millie Sexton.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Bollinger asked the Council for approval for 12 new contractors.  Babcock made the motion and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2010-15 TO TRANSFER UNUSED FUNDS TO GENERAL FUND

The State Auditors noted that the unused funds of $63.38 from a grant have been on the books for many years and needed to be transferred to General Fund.  Babcock made a motion to number and read by title only and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading and adoption by title only and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.  Ordinance 2010-15 passed with a 5-0 vote.

APPOINTMENT TO THE PCCRVC

Bollinger recommended to the Council the appointment of Judy Chaplin to the PCCRV as the Town’s representative.  Bollinger noted that Chesterton and Burns Harbor have already made the same appointment.  Granat made a motion to appoint Chaplin to the PCCRVC and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Chaplin stated that she was happy to represent Porter and supports the Town’s efforts to the Gateway to the Dunes project.

NATIONAL LAKESHORE – CONSTATINE DILLON

Dillon presented the Council an award for their adoption of an ordinance to combat invasive species at Porter Beach.  Dillon stated that since the National Lakeshore surrounds Porter Beach,  what happens there definitely affects the National Lakeshore.  He said that the Lakeshore itself spends well into 6 figures combating invasive species which can result in economic loss and loss of habitat.  Dillon offered to sponsor a meeting in the Spring for Porter Beach residents to suggest acceptable plant choices.  Bollinger said she is glad of the relationship the Town and Lakeshore have.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger reminded residents to sign up for the Christmas Decorating contest and also reminded residents that they can nominate residents also.  She said that the judging will be done the week of December 20th.  The prizes are $75 for 1st, $50 for 2nd and $25 for 3rd.

Martin announced that Porter was included in the 2011 Clean Water calendar of participating MS4 communities.  He noted that in September was a picture taken by Keiser of kayaks being paddled along the Little Calumet River.

Marin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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