TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

DECEMBER 9, 2008

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members David Babcock and Micheal Genger and Todd Martin. Also present were Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Park Superintendent James Miller and Sue Huyser, Pro-Temp for Carol Pomeroy.

PUBLIC HEARING ON TRASH RATES

Rene Vasquez, 418 Franklin St. spoke in opposition of curb side pick-up.

Rita Newman, 315 Franklin St. spoke in opposition of curb side pick-up.

Sherrill Newman, 300 Franklin St. spoke in opposition of curb side pick-up.

Deborah Bowen, 419 Franklin St. spoke in opposition of curb side pick-up. 
Lorain Bell, 111 Sexton Ave., inquired if this was a 3 year non-negotiable contract? 
Ordinance 2008-20
Dave Babcock made the motion to insert $10.00 for 2009, $11.00 for 2010, and $12.00 for 2011.  Todd Martin made the second.  Vote 4 - 1.  Micheal Genger – No.  Public Hearing on trash rates will be held over until next meeting.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dave Babcock made the motion to approve the minutes as written and Todd Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Dave Babcock made a motion to approve the claims as presented for $113,511.13 and Micheal Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

Atty. Lyp asked Council permission to move ahead with termination letter to Indiana American Water Company in order to provide Keystone with test data from Indiana American Water Company.  Patrick was advised to wait until Dave Babcock can contact Indiana American to see if they would comply with the request.  Dave will report at next meeting any progress.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Spanier requested council to put him on the next agenda to discuss the purchase of a software program that is compatible with County software.  Chief Spanier also asked for permission to spend a donation received from United Steelworkers for Christmas Party for the Police Department.  Permission granted.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig noted that the Fire Dept. is still collecting Toys for Tots and they can be dropped off at the station.  The toys do not need to be wrapped and the deadline is December 11.  Craig also reminded the canned food drive continues until December 22 and can also be dropped off at the Fire Department.
PUBLIC WORKS 

Brueckheimer stated she has finished the Public Assistance Pilot Program with FEMA.  The total claim is $15,496.56.  First order of salt cost for 200 tons is $18,930.00.  Reminded residents to be careful and slow down.  Main roadways and bus routes will be salted with side streets and subdivisions in most cases just be plowed.  
Brueckheimer also reminded Department Heads of the Best Maintenances Practices self audit is January 12, 2009.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller shared that the Polar Express Christmas Party went well.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood presented 1 new contractor, Dave Babcock made the motion to accept and Michelle Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

TRUCK ROUTE

Todd Martin will serve as committee to discuss with Chesterton truck route issues.  

Micheal Genger made the motion to rescind ordinance 2008-14 until further discussion regarding truck routes, Dave Babcock made the second. Vote 4 – 1.   Jon Granat – No.   Lorain Bell thanked Council for rescinding ordinance 2008-14 and volunteered to assist Todd Martin on this committee.
AMEND ALLIED CONTRACT
Public Hearing was held over until the next meeting giving Public Notice of the rates voted on during the Public Hearing section of the meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2008-19 REVOKING ORDINANCE 92-03
After an informal description of Ordinance 92-03, requiring Porter Beach Building Permit Applicants appear before the Plan Commission, Attorney Lyp stated as far back as 2000 this was not being followed.  The original ordinance was a failed attempt at what is now being addressed by the Porter Beach Overlay Committee.  Building Permits have been issued without Plan Commission approval.  Micheal Genger made the motion to revoke Ordinance 92-03, Todd Martin made the second.  Vote 5 – 0.  
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Christmas Decorating Contest – Residents asked to call Town Hall to be put on the list of participants.  Judging will take place December 15th and December 16th, with Michelle Bollinger and Todd Martin serving as judges.  First Place - $75.00 Second Place - $50.00 and Third Place - $25.00.
Micheal Genger extended sympathy on behalf of the Council to previous Council Member Bill Sexton and his family for the passing of his mother.

Jon Granat reminded the public of the openings of seats for the following boards:

Board of Zoning Appeals

Republican or Democrat

Park Board



Republican
Police Commission


Republican or Democrat

Stormwater Board


Republican or Democrat

Redevelopment


Presidential Appointment

Interested parties need to submit a letter or email of interest to the Clerk Treasurer.

Micheal Genger recommended an executive session be held soon to review Contracts with Town Consultants. 

Genger made a motion to adjourn with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 5/0.

Dated this ____ day of December 2008.

_____________________________

_____________________________

Jon Granat, President



Michele Bollinger, Vice President

_____________________________

______________________________

Michael Genger



David Babcock

_____________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST:_______________________________


      Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer

