TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

DECEMBER 8, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller and Town Planner James Mandon.  Fire Chief Lewie Craig was absent.

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the November 24, 2009 minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0,

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $149,938.52 and $18,566.99 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Paul Christofersen of Mineral Springs Road, stated that many trucks are using Mineral Springs Road to go basically to Signature Graphics.  Paul noted that Mineral Springs is a narrow winding road with children, joggers and cyclists using it.  Brueckheimer said that the Signature Graphics truck entrance is off US Highway 20 to Highway Street and that all truckers should be using that entrance.  Attorney Lyp said that the police could issue tickets and Chief Spanier noted that the ordinance states that local deliveries can be made.  

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked the Council to spend $5,000 from CEDIT money to buy a new server that is 5 years old.  She said that one of the hard drives crashed last week and she had that replaced but talking to the IT consultant he noted that the server should be replaced around every 3 years.  Granat made a motion that Pomeroy could buy a new server up to a maximum of $5,000 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy presented  2 sewer accounts that needed adjusted  Account # 35630.01 for $87.57, Account # 35630.02 for $22.87 and Account #36810.00 for $.50 for a grand total of $110.94.  Granat made a motion to write off the above amounts and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy also said that the Town has received donations in the amount of $950.00 for the Town Christmas party.  She would like that amount appropriated in line item 102-001-365 Donations.  Genger made a motion to appropriate $950. to line item 102-001-365 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Spanier asked to purchase 2010 Dodge Charger for Director of Engineering Matt Keiser 

from CEDIT for $17,972.00 that was originally budgeted for other items.  The Police Department will encumber like amount ($17,972) for items originally budgeted for CEDIT.

This change is necessitated due to balances of both accounts, there are not enough funds currently in the General Fund and sufficient funds currently in CEDIT.  Genger made a motion to approve the above items and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.  

PUBLIC WORKS

Brueckheimer stated that leaf pick up was done.  The residents could bag their leaves and the Town will pick up or they could drop off at Public Works Building.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser reported that the Chesterton/Porter MS4 Education program for Westchester Intermediate 5th graders on December 1-3 went well.  Keiser noted that 300 students were educated on MS4.  He thanked the Westchester Principal, office and custodial staff for their assistance.

LTAP Bridge Training Seminar

Keiser asked permission to attend a training seminar on bridge inspection, design and maintenance techniques on January 20th.  The cost is $75.  Granat made a motion have Keiser attend the LTAP seminar in January for a cost of $75 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Jim Miller reminded residents that the Porter Express Christmas Party is December 12th from 1:00 to 3:00pm.  He noted that there would be games, crafts prizes and a visit from Santa.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 11 new contractors and Genger made a motion to accept the new contractors and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood asked Council approval to move forward to condemn the house at 1809 Old Porter Road.  Attorney Lyp advised that he should continue with a court order for public safety.  Lyp said to place a lien against the property to re-coup the cost of demolition.  The cost is estimated to be between $8,000/12,000.  The Council by consensus agreed for Elwood to seek bids for demolition.

NEW BUSINESS

HIGHWAY 20/49 BRIDGE REVISIONS FOR INDOT

A.J. Monroe of SEH presented a slide presentation for non-structural changes to the 20/49 bridge which is the Gateway to the Dunes.  He noted that INDOT is willing to make these non-structural changes if they are submitted by December 14th.  Monroe submitted several options and recommended adding twin monument pilasters on each side of the north and south ends of the bridge visible from Highway U.S. 20.  On the south side pilaster would be engraved with “Dunes Kankakee Trail” with Town of Porter below it, the alphabet style would be the same as at the State Park.  All pilasters would have sconces typical of the details on the State Park Gatehouse.  At a later date the extended wing walls could be etched or stained in some way to enhance the gateway if more money is available.  Monroe said that the initial work would not exceed $205,000 and is expecting it to be lower.  Granat asked if INDOT was replacing the bridge over Highway 49 and U.S. 12.  Monroe said that bridge will be replaced in 2011 and the Town will also have input on its design.  Genger made a motion to accept the design with an amount not to exceed $205,000 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Resident Jennifer Klug stated that since Porter County has a pending lawsuit seeking to withdraw from the RDA and if the courts rule in favor of Porter County would the Town of Porter be required to repay the grant money back to the RDA.  Attorney Lyp said that the litigation is a separate issue and the Town would not be required to pay this money back.

AMENDING TOWN CODE BOOK- ZONING ORDINANCE.  ORDINANCE 2009-22

The Plan Commission sent a favorable recommendation to the Council to repeal Ordinance 1992-03 that specifically required a petitioner seeking a building permit at Porter Beach first to obtain approval from the Board of Zoning Appeal.  Lyp said that the Town has not enforced this ordinance because the BZA doesn’t have expertise to oversee the building code compliance.  This ordinance now mirrors State Code.

Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made a second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption with Granat making the second.  Vote 5-0.  Ordinance adopted.

AMENDING TOWN CODE BOOK – SEWER FEES.  ORDINANCE 2009-23

This ordinance allows the Town to recoup fees charged by Indiana Water Co for turning off water due to failure to pay sewer bill.  Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading and adoption with Granat making the second.  Vote 5-0.  Ordinance adopted.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING CONTEST

Bollinger announced that anyone interested in entering the contest to call Town Hall and give your name and address so that you can be judged.  The judging will take place on December 21st.  The prizes are 1st place $75, second place $50 and third place $25.

SUBDIVISION CONTROL ORDINANCE 2009-24

This ordinance is incorporating MS4 Stormwater requirements. Babcock asked Mandon if this ordinance should give direction for developers and homeowners where to route their sump pump discharges.  Babcock believes that without written direction they usually put in the sanitary system so that it is not discharging into their yards.  Keiser noted that on page 17-18 that it spells it out and sump pumps cannot be tied to sewers.  Mandon feels that there should not be direction because the Town wants to encourage perculation.  Martin made a motion to number and read by title only with Granat making the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Ordinance adopted.

LAKESHORE PRESERVATIO DISTRICT ORDINANCE 2009-25

Lyp stated that at the Plan Commission meeting in November they sent to the Council a favorable recommendation approving the creation of the Lakeshore Preservation District with policies and developmental/performance standards unique to Porter Beach.  Town Planner James Mandon said a major difference  between the current Town code and the overlay is that the latter allows existing non-conforming structures to be rebuilt, which is a huge advantage for beach residents.  Mandon also noted that the information gathered by the Overlay Committee is an invaluable source of information.  Granat asked how using native vegetation at Porter Beach will be enforced by our Building Commissioner. Mandon stated that the Town will rely on other agencies with horticulture expertise like the National Park Service.  Martin made a motion to number and read by title only with Granat making the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Granat made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Ordinance adopted.  The moratorium at Porter Beach is now lifted with the adoption of this ordinance.

Dated this ______ day of December, 2009.

_____________________________

______________________________
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ATTEST:___________________________________
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