TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

NOVEMBER 25, 2008

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members David Babcock and Micheal Genger and Todd Martin. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Building Commissioner Art Elwood and Park Superintendent James Miller.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Genger made the motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Babcock made a motion to approve the claims as presented for $368,043.59 and $148,410.44 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Lorraine Bell of L.A. Bell Trucking, regarding the truck route in Town stated that he and his company take no less thought to the safety of people and property than you do up there.  His costs and time is money to them and he wanted to know where his company stood with the truck ban on Wagner Road.  He noted that his business is in Porter and Chesterton on Woodlawn Road.  He also wanted to know if there had been a traffic study regarding accidents.  Attorney Lyp responded that there does not need to be a traffic study regarding this matter, trucks are going through Porter for a short cut to Chesterton.

Bell asked since his business is in Porter can he use Wagner Road to get pick up orders and deliver orders?  The Council agreed that trucks can use Wagner Road for local deliveries and pick ups.  The Council is concerned of garbage trucks going through Porter for a shorter route to Able Disposal.  Bell also noted that Woodlawn is not a good route either and has never been a truck route.  Chief Spanier said that this ordinance does not affect him because is he making local deliveries. Bell also asked sometimes his trucks are leaving empty to go pick up an order.  Lyp said if you have ingress you can also have egress.   Lyp again noted that this ordinance only refers to trucks not doing business in Porter.  Council advised Lyp to tweak Ordinance 2008-14 to make it clearer and to add Woodlawn to the ordinance after checking with Chesterton since this is a divided road between the two towns.  Lyp will have at next meeting.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig noted that the Fire Dept. is collecting Toys for Tots and they can be dropped off at the station.  The toys do not need to be wrapped and the deadline is December 13.

The Fire Dept recently had a benefit for Jim Branham and raised $8,300.  Craig noted that Branham is fighting Cancer and the dept. is also selling 50/50 tickets to benefit Branham.  Branham is the department’s safety officer, arson investigator and photographer.

PUBLIC WORKS 

Brueckheimer has completed the first stage for FEMA claim; the Town will receive monies from them to offset the costs for recent flooding.

Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates stated that he had submitted the application for the SRF loan.  The meeting will be held on December 11 at 10:00am at the Town Hall.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller noted that there will be a Christmas party at Hawthorne Park on December 6th from 1:00 -3:00 pm for ages 0-10.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood presented 4 new contractors, Babcock made the motion to accept and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood also noted that the resident on Wagner Road is moving forward and has filled the hole where the swimming pool was.  Elwood reminded residents that Zip Foods Convenience Store is now open and also the Comfort Inn has broken ground and is planning to open in March of 2009.

OLD BUSINESS

AWARDING TRASH CONTRACT FOR 2009/11

The Council received 2 bids for trash pickup for 2009 thru 2011.  The bids were as follows:  

· Able Disposal for weekly trash and biweekly recycling was $14.50 for 2009; $15.15 for 2010 and $15.83 for 2011.  

· Allied Waste for weekly trash and biweekly recycling with curb service for the downtown area was $13.78 for 2009, $14.45 for 2010 and $15.15 for 2011.

Granat noted that the committee recommends Allied Waste with biweekly trash and recycling.  After much discussion about the curbside pickup for the downtown area expressing concerns of how the elderly would be able to put trash bins on the curb, Don Hoekstra of Allied suggested that the residents could use smaller bins or use garbage bags instead.  With that said then concerns were expressed about animals getting bags and blocking the street when Allied was picking up trash since residents park on both sides of the street.  Hoekstra noted that Allied would wait until midday when most cars would not be present.  By using Allied with curb pickup would save the Town $182,000 over the 3 year period.  Both bids included a fuel surcharge with Able using the price of gas on January 1st and would raise the charge 7 cents for each 20 cent raise.  Allied fuel surcharge was based on the price of $4.50 and would raise 5 cents for each 10 cent raise.

Bollinger said that Able’s surcharge is too vague, and everyone felt the price of gas will rise and would cost the Town too much money.  Smith of Able asked the Council to reject the bids and rebid.  Lyp advised the Council that they would be at Allied’s mercy and could end up with no contract for January 1st.  Hoekstra stated that if the curbside pickup ends up being too much of a burden that they would amend the contract and probably the costs would raise.  Babcock made a motion to accept Able Disposal with weekly trash and recycling pickup and Martin made the second.  Vote Martin yes, Babcock yes, Genger no, Bollinger no and Granat no.  Motion did not pass.  Genger made a motion to accept Allied’s bid for biweekly trash and recycling pickup with Bollinger making the second.  Vote Martin no, Babcock yes, Genger yes, Bollinger yes, and Granat yes.  Motion passed 4/1 with Martin as the no vote.  Granat asked Lyp to amend the contract to include that residents would be able to rent smaller bins.

ORDINANCE 2008-18 AMENDING FEES FOR BEACH PARKING

Genger made a motion to have final reading and adoption of Ordinance 2008-14 with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 4/1 with Babcock making the no vote.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Granat asked Lyp if the Town could have a Public Hearing on trash rates that has not been determined yet.  Lyp responded yes.  A Public Hearing was set for December 9 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall.  Lyp was questioned how the Town could have a Public Hearing when the rate has not been set?  Lyp responded that the Council would probably not approve the increase until the rescheduled meeting on December 30th, and residents would also be able to comment then also.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger noted that the Council would be taking applications for various Boards and 

Commissions.

Granat noted that the December 23rd meeting would be held on December 30th.

Genger made a motion to adjourn with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 5/0.

Dated this ____ day of December 2008.
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