TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

NOVEMBER 24, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser and Superintendent James Miller.  Council member Micheal Genger was absent.

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the November 10, 2009 minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0,

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $251,373.91 and $136,596.40 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

State Senator Karen Tallian a member of the Lake Michigan Marina Development Commission presented a check in the amount of $15,000 to the Council.  Keiser explained that the Town applied for a grant to repair a damaged gate at Lake Michigan in the amount of $10,250, to have a wheelchair accessible site for $28,500 and $50,000 to do reclamation of private property currently under water to determine if the lots could be used as legal building sites.  Keiser noted that the gate repair will be done and as much as possible for wheelchair access with the $15,000.

Tallian explained that all towns bordering Lake Michigan in her district can receive $15,000 if they submitted eligible projects to be done.  

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented a list of accounts that need to be written off for various reasons:

Acct # 30940.02
$104.58

Acct # 30960.00
$386.79

Acct # 30970.00
$  20.00

Acct # 30950.00
$  32.78

Acct # 30980.00
$116.22

Acct # 31090.00
$  21.51

Acct # 8360.00
$152.46

Granat made a motion to write off the above amounts and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked Council permission to move the  $6,000 donation from WBEZ to line item #210-001-290 Police Donations, Babcock made a motion to approve and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig was absent and Bollinger reminded residents that the fire department is collecting toys and food for Christmas for needy families in Porter.  All donations are to be presented at the Fire Department by December 20.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer announced that they are still collecting leaves and asked that residents do not mix branches with leaves, if they are mixed they will not be picked up.  She also noted that they will be repairing bikes for Porter children for Christmas.  Chief Spanier explained that these bikes are abandoned for over 1 year.  Granat made a motion for Spanier to release the abandoned bikes to the Public Works Department to repair and fix for needy Porter children and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Brueckheimer asked residents to leave their name and address at the Public Works Building if they would like a bike.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser reported that the Town received good news that INDOT announced a letting date on November 18 to use stimulus money next spring for milling and repaving of Oak Hill Road from Highway 49 to US Highway 20 in the amount of $187,096.35 and milling and repaving for Waverly Road from US Highway 12 to Interstate 94 in the amount of $188,809.57.

Keiser announced that on December 1st through the 3rd Porter and Chesterton will be hosting a MS4 program at the Chesterton Middle School.

Keiser that the Building Department and Street/Sewer Department will be identifying illegal sump pump connections to sewer lines which goes to lift stations which causes overflowing.  The Town is under an agreed order with IDEM and Keiser noted that the residents also have a part to play with IDEM compliance.  The Town will provide residents with recommendations for storm water.  

He also stated that at the Stormwater meeting earlier in the evening that they authorized engineering and design work to address water problems at Porter Ridge subdivision and at Eugene Street and Portage Avenue to open a clogged arm of Peterson Ditch.

Keiser also noted that the Plan Commission has approved the Porter Beach zoning ordinance and is forwarding it to the Council for their December meeting.  Keiser also said that it is posted on the Town’s website.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Building Commissioner Art Elwood said that approximately 1 year ago he was going to condemn a vacated residence at 1890 Old Porter Road.  At that time he was contacted by a person who was in the process of buying the property and asked Elwood to give him some time to repair the house.  Elwood asked Attorney Lyp to advise him on moving forward with condemnation.  

NEW BUSINESS

INDIANA BOND BANK LOAN ORDINANCE 2009-20

Bollinger explained that this ordinance is authorizing the Indiana Bond Bank to loan the Town  money and to repay it with future property taxes.  The maximum amounts to borrow are $917,644 for the General Fund, $97,562 for the Park Fund, $77,284 for Lease/Rental Fund. $483,651 for Motor Vehicle Highway Fund and $215,074 for the Fire Fund.  Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Bollinger numbered the Ordinance 2009-20 and read by title only.  Bollinger asked by consensus if the Council wanted to suspend the rules and have 2nd reading an adoption.  They agreed.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption with Babcock making the second.  Vote 4-0.  Bollinger did final reading by title only.  Ordinance adopted 4-0.

ORDINANCE 2009-21 PARK EMPLOYEES SALARY

Martin made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  

Bollinger asked the Council by consensus if they wanted to suspend the rules and have adoption.

They agreed.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Granat made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption with Babcock making the second.  Vote 4-0.  Bollinger read the ordinance by title only.  Ordinance adopted 4-0.

Babcock made the motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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