TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

NOVEMBER 23, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Jon Granat, Vice President, Council members David Babcock, Todd Martin and Trevin Fowler, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer Director of Engineering and Economic Development Matt Keiser and Park Superintendant James Miller.   Building Commissioner Art Elwood was absent.

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $304,688.40 and $159,611.27 and sewer write offs in the amount of $35.20 and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Jennifer Klug, Lincoln Street, asked the Council if they have received the quotes for a feasibility study for the fire territory.  Bollinger responded yes and she has talked to Fire Chief Orlich of Chesterton and a presentation from Umbaugh & Associates will be January 10th and will include the Towns of Burns Harbor, Chesterton and Porter and will be an open meeting that everyone may attend.

Klug also asked what the status is for hiring another full time police officer and Bollinger responded that at this time there is not enough money to hire a full time officer.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked Council permission to transfer $600 in donations for the Christmas party to line 

item #102-001-365 donations and other services, Fowler made a motion to give permission to transfer $600 to the above line item and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Pomeroy asked the Council for permission to 

transfer any additional donations that are received earmarked for the Christmas party to be transferred to line item #102-001-365 donations and other services because the party is before the next Council meeting and that at the next meeting Pomeroy will report any additional donations, Babcock made a motion to transfer any additional donations for the Christmas party to be transferred to line item #102-001-365 and Pomeroy will report any additional donations at the next meeting and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked the Council for permission to hire temporary office help to replace using part time dispatchers to do paperwork, the reason being that he can hire office help at a lower rate than the dispatcher rate.  This is a temporary position and is limited to usually less than 10 hours a week.  Babcock made the motion to hire part-time office help and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Also Spanier asked to hire more part-time dispatchers and the Council agreed by consensus.

Spanier stated that the $68,000 grant money from Viscloskey’s office for 800 MHz radios should be available next week.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig asked permission to receive the Volunteers pay on December 10th if all paperwork is in order.

Bollinger said that the paperwork needs to be in early enough that she can review and make sure everything is in order and if so she has no problem with it.  The Council agreed by consensus if all paperwork is in order that they can be paid December 10th if not it will be later when paperwork is correct.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer reported that they are still doing leaf pick-up and will continue until it snows.  She asked residents to call in for brush pick-up and to please keep drains open.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser stated that the east side of SR49 will be done in 3-4 days and then the west side of SR49 will be closed to complete roadwork and should be open by Memorial Day.

Keiser stated that the Brickyard Trail was letted and should start shortly.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller said that the pole barn insulation project should be done soon.  Babcock asked if the Building & Trades School has accepted the1997 GMC dump truck in lieu of cash and Miller responded yes and he will finish the paperwork soon.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Bollinger reported 4 new contractors and Babcock made a motion to accept the 4 new contractors and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution #2010-04 Section 125

Granat made a motion to number, read and adopt Resolution 2010-04 and Fowler made the second,

Vote 5-0.  This is a resolution for pretax insurance premiums.

ANIMAL CONTROL CONTRACT – 2010

Fowler made a motion to accept the contract as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-1 with 

Granat voting no.

ORDINANCE 2010-14 INDIANA BOND BANK

Bollinger explained that this is an ordinance to borrow money for the Town at a low interest rate.

Martin made a motion to number and read by title only and Granat made the second, Vote 5-0. Pomeroy gave the number 2010-14 and Martin read the ordinance 2010-14 by title only.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.  Granat made a motion to have final reading by title only and to adopt the ordinance 2010-14 and Fowler made the second, vote 5-0.  The Council voted unanimously to adopt ordinance 2010-14.  The Council approved the adoption of ordinance 2010-14, as follows 5 approving adoption and 0 against.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger announced having a Christmas Decorating Contest again this year.  She asked residents to have decorations up by December 19th and they would be judged the week of December 20th.  The prizes would be $75 for 1st, $50 for 2nd and $25 for 3rd.  She changed the rules to call the Town Hall to enter the contest and leave your address and added that a resident could nominate a house by calling the Town Hall and leaving the address to be judged.  She noted that last year there were houses that were decorated but had not called the Town Hall to be included in contest.  She felt that some residents were bashful about calling in and for this reason added that someone else could nominate that house to be included in the judging.

Bollinger reminded residents that all Boards and Commissions application were due December 3rd and they must include their address and party affiliation and be in at the Town Hall by 4:30 on Dec. 3rd. 

Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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