TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

NOVEMBER 12, 2008

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members David Babcock and Micheal Genger.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig and Park Superintendent James Miller.

Absent were Council member Todd Martin, Police Chief James Spanier who was working, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer who was on vacation and Building Commissioner Art Elwood who was recovering from surgery.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made the motion to approve the minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Babcock made a motion to approve the claims as presented and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy stated that the minutes from meeting October 28, 2008 need to be amended.  The following excerpt
“Bollinger made the motion to approve the claims except for claims on Page 7 of $15,595.25 invoice 08-72; $6,511.75 invoice 08-77 and $204.33 invoice for Haas and Associates.  Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.” should read as follows
Bollinger made the motion to approve the claims except for check numbers 17274, 17331 and 17332 should be voided because the above check numbers include other invoices from other departments.  Invoice 08-72 had a clerical error and the Council needed more information on the other invoices.
Also Pomeroy noted that the minutes from September 23, 2008 needed to be amended regarding the purchase of Vactor 2110 vacuum truck, the minutes state the following

“The cost of the truck is $341,765 with 5 annual payments of $68,353 if the Town uses their lease to own purchase agreement.”  Brueckheimer secured other financing arrangements, with verbal approval from the Council if she could secure lower payments.

The First State Bank of Porter agreed to loan the Town $341,765 with 5 annual payments of $68,308.01.

Pomeroy also presented 6 new contractors for approval.  Bollinger made the motion to approve and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

  Lyp reported to the Council that he had checked into the legality of Indiana American Water Company charging the Town for hydrant rental fees for each hydrant.  Lyp gave the following synopsis that IAWC must get approval from IURC to charge a fee for hydrant rentals, which they have done.  In 2003 the former Council started charging residents for this fee instead of the Town paying for it.  In 2005 the previous Council had that fee removed from the resident bills and the Town pays for the hydrant rental fees.
This Council has a choice of either continuing paying for the charges or they can also add the charge back to the residents.

Lyp also stated that he will amend the agreement between the Town and WBEZ in regards to placing a camera on the WBEZ tower that the Town no longer wants because of the monthly maintenance fee of $1.800.  In lieu of this camera WBEZ has offered the Town a one time donation of $12,000 to be divided equally between the Police and Fire Department which the Council agreed to last month.
POLICE REPORT

None, Chief Spanier is working.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig said he had nothing to report.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

None, Brueckheimer is on vacation.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller stated that the 5 year plan for the Park is completed and he will have a copy at the December meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

TRASH CONTRACT:

Granat noted that the trash contract expires December 31st and the Town had received 2 bids from Able Disposal and Allied Waste.  Granat also stated that Attorney Lyp had reviewed their submittals and everything is in order for both companies.  After much discussion Genger made a motion to form a committee to review the proposals and come back to the Council with a recommendation for next meeting Bollinger made the second and Vote was 4-0.  The committee is Granat, Bollinger and Pomeroy.
NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2008-18 INCREASING BEACH PERMIT FEES.

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only and Genger made the second.  Vote 3-1 with Babcock voting nay.  The Ordinance was numbered 2008-18 and had first reading by title only.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat reminded the Department heads to keep spending to minimum because of not knowing when we will receive the Town’s money from County.

Genger made the motion to adjourn with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 4-0.

Dated this ______ day of November, 2008.

_________________________

_____________________________

Jon Granat, President



Michele Bollinger, Vice President

_________________________

______________________________

David Babcock



Micheal Genger

ATTEST:_______________________________


   Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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