TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat and David Babcock, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Council members Todd Martin and Micheal Genger were absent and also Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Spanier and Miller were at classes.

MINUTES:

Babcock made a motion to accept the minutes as written for October 27 and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $459,619.85 & $18,530.02 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

Robert Kuna of Dunes Forest Trail asked the Council why they hired a non-union contractor to do the Town’s road patching.  Babcock responded that the Town cannot specify that they want only union contractors.  Babcock noted that the job was too small for the union contractors that the Town usually uses and they were too busy.  Babcock said the patching has to be done right way before snowplowing season starts.  Kuna also asked about the drainage problems along Dunes Forest Trail which causes the Triangle Tail lift station to overflow.  Babcock noted that there are 16 lift stations in the Town and this is 1 of the 4 that needs upgrades under a mandate of IDEM.  Granat, a member of the Storm Water Board, said he would address the issue with the Board.  .  Kuna noted that the National Lakeshore tore down 3 houses across the street and left the broken culverts which he feels contributes to the problem.  Granat said that he would also contact the National Park since they also have property in the area.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy stated that the Town has received an insurance reimbursement check for the Park in the amount of $1,800 and would like the Council approval to do an additional appropriation to line item 216-001-395 to pay the bill.  Granat made the motion to do an additional appropriation in the amount of $1,800 to line item 216-001-395 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Pomeroy also asked permission to write off a double billed sewer bill in the amount of $130.77, Granat made such motion and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.

She also presented 2 new contractors which Babcock made the motion to approve and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig asked permission to pay the Volunteer Firefighters when he submits their financial report and a list of who is to get paid.  Babcock made a motion to pay the Volunteer Firefighters when all correct paperwork is turned in and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Craig asked permission to buy a 2008 Ford Cargo truck that is being auctioned for the Dive Team.   The truck has 18,000 miles and still is under a 3year warranty or 36,000 miles which ever comes first.  At this time the bid is starting at $17,500 and has a Buy Now price of $20,500.

Craig noted that no one has bid on the truck and the auction is ending in a few days.  Craig stated that Lakeshore Ford is willing to buy the truck now and hold until February when the Town can pay for the truck when it receives the 2009 tax money from Porter County if the Town will give a letter of intent.  Bollinger asked what if something is wrong with the truck and Craig said that Lakeshore will uphold the warranty of bumper to bumper coverage.  Babcock asked Craig how much is it going to cost to outfit the truck to their needs.  Craig stated that they would use all the equipment, lights and racks and etc., from the truck that they now own so there would be no additional cost.  Craig did note that the new truck would have to be painted and graphics added and he did not know how much that would cost.  The Council advised Craig to get an estimate for painting.  Babcock made a motion to buy the truck pending Attorney Lyp’s approval with an amount not to exceed $20,500 and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer reminded residents that Able Disposal will pick up branches that are up to 4’ in length and bundled or they may place in trash bins.  She asked residents to rake leaves to the side of the street on easements.  Do not mix branches in the pile because they will not pick them up because of damage to the leaf vac.  Brueckheimer also asked residents to be patient; they are behind because of the 21/2” rain fall the previous week.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser reported that the Porter Beach Plan Commission Public Hearing scheduled for November 18 will be moved to 7PM.  The BZA meeting scheduled for 6:30PM that night will be cancelled.  The Porter Beach Overlay and Subdivision Control amendments will hold public hearings at the Plan Commission meeting.

Keiser also noted that Waverly/Oak Hill Road resurfacing is on INDOT’s November 18 letting schedule.  This project will not start until next spring.

NEW BUSINESS

Bollinger noted that the Town Council held a CEDIT workshop last night.  Babcock made a motion to allot up to $100,000 to the Town Hall for renovations which is broken down as follows

$60,000 to reconfigure offices, storage space and a vault room; up to $30,000 for new sidewalks, up to $5,000 for painting the interior of Town Hall, up to $3,000 for a logo in the meeting room, up to $1,000 for outside lighting and up to $1,000 for a glass window at reception area; to allot up to $90,000 for a new dump truck for the Street Department; allot up to $32,000 for a small dump truck for the Park Department; allot up to $26,000 for a dive-team van and tanker repairs; allot up to $18,000 for a speed trailer, primary handguns, a shredder, in-car computers, digital cameras and a Taser for the Police Department out of the 2009 CEDIT money after all loans are paid back and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.  Bollinger reminded the Department Heads that this money is like a Christmas gift, if you can get the projected items cheaper than what is allotted that is all you get.  She gave an example that if the Public Works Department can get a dump truck for $80,000 instead of $90,000 they do not get to keep the extra $10,000.  

Bollinger presented the 2010-2012 CEDIT plans.  Over the next 3 year period the Town Hall would receive $5,000 each year for office equipment, the Police Department would receive $22,500 for 2010, $23,790 for 2011 and $28,380 for 2012, the Park Department would receive $20,000 each year, the Public Works Department would receive $30,000 a year for a large dump truck and $30,000 a year for sidewalks, the Fire Department would receive $7,880 for 2010, $34,000 in 2011 and $20,000 in 2012 and Economic Development would receive $285,576 in 2010, $258,166 in 2011 and $267,576 in 2012.  Babcock made a motion to give all departments the above stated money and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger reminded residents that applications to serve on Boards and Commissions are due November 30th and must include their party affiliation.

Bollinger also said that the Census Bureau is looking to hire local residents at $10.50 an hour for 2 to 4 months.  Those interested may call 866-861-2010 to schedule appointment for testing at Hageman Library on November 17 at 6:00pm or November 24 at 6:00pm.

Granat reminded residents that November 11th is Veterans Day.

Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Dated this ______ day of November, 2009.

____________________________


____________________________

Michele Bollinger, President



Jon Granat, Vice President

____________________________

David Babcock

ATTEST:______________________________


   Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer

