TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

OCTOBER 28, 2008

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Building Commissioner Art Elwood.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Genger made the motion to approve the minutes as written and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS in the amounts of $258,013.59

Bollinger made the motion to approve the claims except for claims on Page 7 of $15,595.25 invoice 08-72; $6,511.75 invoice 08-77 and $204.33 invoice $204.33 for Haas and Associates.  Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:  None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy noted that the Town had received the 1782 Notice from the DLGF with the following deductions for MVH $21,404 and Fire $3,110.  The following appropriations are to be reduced:  MVH line item 201-001-451 Street Repair reduce $21,404 and Fire line item 241-001-142 Physicals reduced $3,110, Babcock made the motion to accept the above reductions with Genger making the second.  Vote 5-0.
ATTORNEY REPORT
Lyp said that he had spoke with Indiana American Water Company about the Town taking back the billing.  He reminded the Council that there are 2 contracts with them, one is for the billing and one is for shut offs he noted that IAWC may not honor the contract to continue to shut off water at Porter’s request.  The Council advised him that surrounding Towns have the shut off option and they do their own billing and asked him to proceed getting the shut off option.
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Spanier reminded residents that October 31st is Halloween and to drive carefully.  Trick or treat is scheduled for 5:30 to 7:30.  He also noted that there would be extra patrols out that evening.
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Craig asked the Council for permission for the Volunteer Firemen to get paid on November 15th.  The Council agreed by consensus that they could get paid if all financial reports and pay information was handed in by then.  Craig also said that the Fire Dept. has received 5 senior light bulbs.  The light bulbs are for emergencies that if you flip the light twice in a row it would blink so that the rescue trucks would know where to go.  He also reminded residents to have their addresses visible from the street.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer noted that since the road base was stable at Marquette Street that they were able to pave Marquette Street and most of Wood Street for the same amount of money that was allocated for Marquette Street.  Babcock made a motion to pay Reith-Riley $68,000 for paving the above streets and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Brueckheimer stated that she has hired 2 new employees which now gives her a full crew of 5 workers for the Street Dept and 5 workers for the Sewer Dept.  They are on probation for 90 days.  
Warren Thiede of Haas and Associates stated that he has submitted a loan application to the State Revolving Loan Fund in the amount of $4.5 million which is the estimated costs of the sewer upgrades.  He noted that IDEM will contact the Town to review the application and give an indication when the loan might be approved.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood presented 5 new contractors with Babcock making the motion to accept and Bollinger making the second.  Vote 5-0. Elwood also stated that Comfort Inn permit is ready so they will start building.
PARK DEPARTMENT
Superintendent Miller stated that last weekend was the Halloween Boo Bash at Hawthorne Park which was a success.  He noted that approximately 90 kids were present.

He gave thanks to mention a few Starbucks, Michele Bollinger and Scott Virtue.

OLD BUSINESS
204 Wagner Road.  The Council agreed by consensus to have Elwood keep working with the owner since some progress has been made in cleaning up his yard.  Lyp reminded Elwood to make sure the house is in compliance.

Ordinance 2008-17 Codification

Genger made a motion to have second reading by title only and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Babcock made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2008-17 with Genger making the second.  Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2008-07 for Section 125.

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only Resolution 2008-07 and adopt with Babcock making the second.  Vote 5-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger stated that she has reviewed the Liability Insurance and Workmen’s Compensation with Anton Insurance and that the premium will be going down $2,000 for a total due of $63,579.  The reason being that both insurances will be with the same Company this year.
Attorney Lyp noted that a commitment from WBEZ to place a $12,000 camera on their tower for the Police and Fire Dept to use has hit a snag.  The monthly fee to operate and maintain the camera would cost $1,800 a month.  The Town has agreed not to have the camera installed because of the costs associated with the monthly fees.  WBEZ has offered to make a donation of $12,000 to the Town in lieu of the camera.  The Council agreed that the donation should go to the Police and Fire Departments to move radio equipment to the tower and to also maintain the radios there.  The Council also agreed upon an even split of $6,000 each for the Police and Fire Department.  Lyp said he would get an agreement regarding these changes.  
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