TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

OCTOBER 27, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser and James Miller, Park Superintendent.  Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood and Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 10/13/09

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:

Granat made a motion to approve claims $329,305.71 & $65,531.86 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

Joe Vargo Lincoln Street, stated that he is a supporter of the Bike Trail and would like to see it completed as soon as possible and was hoping that the Council would talk about it tonight.  Keiser said that they did have an update on the Bike Trail earlier in the evening at the Redevelopment Commission meeting.  Keiser noted that the Redevelopment Commission had picked out the bridge for the Trail to go over Highway 20.  Keiser reassured Vargo that the Bike Trail will be started next year.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT:

Pomeroy asked the Council for permission to write off the following sewer amount because of double billing the tenant and the owner.  The amounts were $225.04, $82.73 and $36.15.  Genger made a motion to write off the above amounts and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy announced that the Town Hall will be closed on November 3rd because of the election.

Pomeroy also reminded residents not to put their Indiana American Water bill in the Town’s drop off box for sewer bills.  This could cause residents to have late charges to their water bill.

Pomeroy asked the Council to approve 2 new contractors, Martin made a motion to approve the 2 new contractors and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT:
None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Chief Spanier reported that Halloween in Saturday and reminded motorists to be extra careful because of the Tricker treaters.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Chief Craig was absent.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Director Brueckheimer was absent.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser reported that Waverly Road and Oak Hill Road have been patched from the road cuts.
PORTER BEACH MORATORIUM

Keiser noted that the Porter Beach moratorium is expiring October 29, 2009 and asked that it be extended.  Babcock made a motion to extend the Porter Beach moratorium be extended until December 31, 2009 because the Porter Beach overlay has not been approved and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

DUNELAND SCHOOL MEALPAY PROGRAM

Keiser received an email from Bridgett Martinson of Duneland Schools informing parents that Duneland is offering a state of the art online payment service for students meals.  The parents may go to www.mealpayplus.com  or call toll-free at 866-441-9125 to register.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT:

Miller reported that the “Boo Bash” party was very successful and had a good turnout.

NEW BUSINESS:
Gerard Pannekoek of Future of Chesterton Foundation invited the Porter Town Council to plan projects that CHS students could undertake next summer for a minimum of 6 to 8 weeks.  He stated that the Foundation started 3 years ago.  Last year the Foundation had placed 11 paid interns at $10. an hour.  The Foundation is looking to place 25 this year.  Pannekoek said they will train the students so they will be ready for their individual internship.  Some of the jobs that were completed last year were writing a policy manual, website work and even a chef was hired at Sand Creek Country Club.  Bollingerl stated that they will be earmarking jobs that can be done.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Bollinger reminded residents that Trick or Treat was Saturday from 5:00pm til 7:00pm.

Bollinger asked the Council to set a time for a CEDIT Workshop.  The Council agreed to set one later.

Bollinger also noted that the following Boards and Commissions would have openings for next year.  She also reminded Board/Commission members to apply if they wanted to be re-appointed by November 30th.  The following positions are open:  BZA a Republican, Plan Commission 2 Democrats and 1 Republican, Police Commission a Democrat, Park Board 1 Republican,  Stormwater Board 1 Democrat and Redevelopment Commission 3 Republicans or Democrats.
Dated this ______ day of November, 2009.
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