TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

OCTOBER 26, 2010
President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Jon Granat, Vice President, Council members David Babcock, Todd Martin and Trevin Fowler, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Director of Engineering and Economic Development Matt Keiser and Park Superintendant James Miller.   Absent were Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Police Chief James Spanier.

Babcock opened the meeting expressing condolences for Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer on the October 22nd passing of her mother Genevieve (Jean) Brueckheimer.
MINUTES:   10/26/2010

Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Fowler made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $386,378.57 and $107,756.82 and Sewer write offs in the amount of $618.16 and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURERS REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig asked permission to pay from CEDIT a maximum of $5,000 for a 50/50 DNR grant to buy 5 sets of bunker gear and helmets.  Babcock made a motion to spend a maximum of $5,000 from the CEDIT Fund to pay for the 50/50 DNR grant and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Craig also noted that Westchester Township gave the Fire Department a total of $38,091 to buy 2 new ATV’s and a Rhino ATV $30,690, equip the dive truck with emergency lightening for $4,565 and also paint the dive truck for $2,837.  Craig stated that Signature Graphics was donating the decals for dive truck.  Craig asked the Council for permission to donate an older ATV and trailer to Chesterton.  Craig said that they bought the smaller ATV with money that they received from Westchester Twp.  The Council agreed by consensus and Lyp said he would do the necessary paper work to transfer the ATV and trailer to Chesterton.
Assistant Chief Jay Craig asked the Council if they would waive the Peddler License fee for Superior Portrait Studios for their fundraiser and suspend the part of the ordinance that prohibits door to door

solicitation on Sundays, after much discussion, Martin made a motion to waive the fees and suspend the Sunday selling but stated that they could not go door to door on Sunday before Noon but Superior Portrait Studios would still need to file an application to do background checks and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser asked that residents please separate their brush and leaves for Town pick-up.

Keiser stated that Porter and Chesterton are partnering to do a MS4 informational program on November 2nd and 3rd for 5th graders at Westchester and Liberty Schools.

Keiser also noted that the bridge over Highway 20 is 35% complete and is running right on schedule.

Keiser asked the Council to place on next agenda an ordinance amending the Porter Beach Overlay.  He noted that the Plan Commission at their last meeting gave a favorable recommendation for an ordinance prohibiting invasive species plants at Porter Beach.  The Council by consensus agreed to put on next agenda.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller asked the Council for permission to transfer an insurance check in the amount of $800 for stolen property to line item #216-001-442, Granat made a motion to transfer funds to line item 216-001-442 and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Miller asked the Council to transfer a $900 donation check from State Park Little League to line item #219-001-365 earmarked for Hawthorne Park ball field.  Granat made a motion to add the $900 donation check to line item #219-001-365 and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Miller stated that in 1999 the Chesterton High School Building Trades built the gazebo and bridge to the gazebo for one of their projects.  This year they have volunteered to install walls and insulate the parks’ new pole barn.  Miller asked the Council for permission to spend $5,500 from his allotment of 2011 CEDIT money to purchase materials for this project.  He also said that the CHS Building Trades have asked for 10% of the costs to cover their insurance.  Miller asked permission to donate a 1997 GMC truck that the Park Department has in lieu of the 10%.  Lyp asked who the truck was titled to and what is the value of the truck, Miller said the truck is titled to the Town and Miller estimated the value of the truck as $1,000/1,500.  Lyp said he would investigate whether the Town can donate the truck in lieu of $400 donation to the CHS Building and Trades Class.  Granat made a motion let the Park Department use $5,500 of 2011 Park’s CEDIT  money and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0. 
The Council agreed by consensus to wait for Lyp’s reply about donating the 1997 GMC truck.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 11 new contractors and Fowler made a motion to accept and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood stated that he has written 2 citations to the “Cat House” on Main Street and it is slated to go to court on December 16, 2010.

Elwood also noted that he wrote 2 letters to homeowners about condemning their houses at Porter Beach.  He said that one homeowner is working with his insurance company about repairs and the other is getting bids to improve the house.
NEW BUSINESS

ADOPTION OF 2011 BUDGET

Granat made a motion to adopt the 2011 budget, Ordinance 2010-10, and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ORDINANCE 2010-11 ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR CEDIT

Granat made a motion to number and read Ordinance 1010-11 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading and adoption and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

LIABILITY INSURANCE RENEWAL

James Anton of Anton Insurance presented the Council with a spreadsheet of proposed bids from Argonaut Ins. Co. and Selective Ins. Co.  He recommended to the Council to choose Argonaut Ins. over Selective because of the lower cost and better insurance.  Argonaut’s cost is $77,759 and Selective’s cost is $88,741.  Fowler made a motion to renew the Town’s Liability Insurance with Argonaut Ins. Co and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

None

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

_____________________________________

_____________________________

Michele Bollinger, President




Jon Granat, Vice President

_____________________________________

_____________________________

David Babcock





Todd Martin

_____________________________________

Trevin Fowler

ATTEST:___________________________________


       Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer

