TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

OCTOBER 14, 2008

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, and Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer.  Absent were Park Superintendent James Miller and Building Commissioner Art Elwood.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amount of $153,685.65 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented 7 new contractors for council approval.  Babcock made a motion to accept the new contractors and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp noted that the Storm Water Board has the power to adopt ordinances with the Town Council approval.  The Town Council adopted an ordinance earlier fixing fees for storm water and shouldn’t have.  At last meeting the Council approved the Storm Water Board to amend rates and the ordinance now will be adopted at the next Storm Water Board meeting.

POLICE REPORT

Chief Spanier again asked residents to lock their car doors and call the Police if they see anything suspicious.

FIRE REPORT

Chief Craig also reminded residents to post their addresses on their houses and mailboxes.  The Fire and Police Department have a hard time locating residents in emergencies.  He also noted that the Porter County Sheriff’s Department has a special light bulb available for residents that will flash if flipped once so that emergency teams may locate their homes faster.  Craig also noted that they delivered a baby girl this week.  Babcock asked Craig about the new generator and asked if it was working yet, Craig replied that the gas has been hooked to it and should be working by this Friday.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer happily reported that she has found salt for $69.74 a ton from Cargill.  She was guaranteed 200 tons for this winter and might be able to receive more later on.  This compares to approximately $103 a ton from Morton Salt Company.

Brueckheimer also reported that she has possession of the new Vacuum truck and is in the process of receiving training.  They have already found infiltration from the storm water lines.  Lyp stated that he has reviewed the lease/purchase agreement for the First State Bank of Porter and everything is in order and will forward tomorrow to the Clerk Treasurer.
Brueckheimer is also holding payment in the amount of $14,000 for Pro Form.  She noted that their work on Beam Street has broke a pump shaft at Porter Avenue lift station because they did not clean the line after making major repairs to Beam Street.

Brueckheimer also reminded that employees can get a flu shot at Working Well for $21.00.

OLD BUSINESS

SEWER SOFTWARE.  
Pomeroy noted that the Town would save around $14,000 a year if the sewer, trash and storm water billing were brought back to the Town of Porter instead of Indiana American Water Company doing the billing.  Pomeroy stated that after the initial setup fees of buying the software at $16,700 plus getting the bulk mailing license and numerous other charges the Town would break even after 16 months and then would realize the savings of approximately $14,000 a year.  After much discussion Genger made a motion to buy the software at $16,700 and proceed with the billing process which the cost would be divided equally among the General Fund, the Sewer Department and the Storm Water Department and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.    Pomeroy noted that the General Fund will pick up the tab of buying the bills and etc for this year.  The Council advised Lyp to notify IN. American Water Company that Porter would be taking back the billing once the software is in place, which he said he would do but to keep the contract for shutting off delinquent accounts in place.  Bollinger noted that since the Town will start billing vacant parcels that the owners should be notified and explain why they are getting billed before any bills are sent out.  Bollinger volunteered to write that letter to be sent to the vacant property owners.  
TRASH CONTRACT

Granat noted that the Town’s trash contract is expiring at the end of year and they should advertise for bids for the next 3 years.  The Council approved the specifications and agreed by consensus to publish and advertise for trash pick-up bids.  The deadline for receiving bids is October 30th at 2:30pm.  The opening of the bids will immediately follow at the Town Hall.  Babcock said he would be present for the bid opening.  The Council noted that they would award the bid at the 1st meeting in November if everything is in order.  
PROPERTY AT 204 WAGNER ROAD

Granat noted that he had spoke with Building Commissioner Art Elwood about the above property earlier and Elwood noted that some progress has been made but the swimming pool is still there and collapsed.  The Council agreed by consensus to give the property owner 2 more weeks to clean it up and add to the next agenda for a report.

NEW BUSINESS

CODIFICATION ORDINANCE 2008-17
Martin made a motion to number and read by title only with Babcock making the second.  Vote 5-0.    Council agreed to add to the next agenda for the second reading and approval.  The Council also agreed that the Codification Book should be placed on the Town’s website.  Lyp reminded the Council that the Ordinance needs to be published 1 time in the local newspaper before taking effect.  
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Genger announced that at the Redevelopment Commission earlier in the evening had approved of spending up to $10,000 to piggyback with Burns Harbor the study of the 12/20 corridor beautification project.  Granat and Genger will work with Burns Harbor on this project.

Bollinger made a motion to adjourn with Babcock making the second.  Vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of October, 2008.

______________________________

___________________________

Jon Granat, President




Michele Bollinger, Vice President
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David Babcock




Micheal Genger

______________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST:_________________________


   Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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