TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

OCTOBER 13, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock and Micheal Genger, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Council member Todd Martin and Police Chief James Spanier were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 9/22/09
Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:

Granat made a motion to approve claims $49,491.64 and $14,705.29 and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

Richard Blount of Porter Beach read a letter concerning actions of the Building Department.  He stated in his letter that he purchased a distressed, foreclosed home in September 2008 which was mold infested and an eyesore to the community.  After obtaining a building permit and hard work they moved into the house in April 2009.  He said that the deck was 30 years old and had numerous safety issues and was not meeting current town code.  Also he noted that he wife is highly allergic to poison ivy, he felt it was imminent to get rid of the weeds and poison ivy and to fix the deck to insure that it was safe.  He felt it was logical to repair the deck and then plant the yard.  Blount stated that on October 8th that David, building inspector, informed him that he needed a building permit for the repair work.  Blount made the statement that there was a building moratorium and he did not think that they were issuing building permits.  David responded that was not true that they were issuing building permits for repairs and estimated that the cost of the job would be approximately $11,000 and expected that amount to be on the application for the building permit.  On October 9th Building Commissioner Art Elwood went to Blount’s residence and he was working on the deck and Elwood issued him his first citation for working without a permit and gave him another building application to fill out.  Blount filled out the application using his own estimate of cost and after meeting with Elwood the permit was not issued.  On October 10th the Porter Police issued Blount a citation for working without a permit.  Blount stated in his letter that he is before the Council to investigate the actions of the Building Department and he felt that a building permit should have been issued.  Bollinger asked 
Blount if he was a registered building contractor in the Town, which Blount responded that he was.  Bollinger then proceeded to tell him that he knows the rules on building permits and should have acted accordingly.  Babcock responded that a building permit is needed if the cost is more than $500 which as a licensed contractor you know.  Babcock said to Blount you have the attitude that you can do whatever you want and are mad because you got caught.  The Building Department is doing the job that it is suppose to be doing and doing the job very well.  Attorney Lyp asked Blount to meet with him and Elwood after the meeting to settle this. 
Jennifer Klug of Lincoln Street thanked the Police, Fire and Public Works Departments for a job well done regarding the bomb threat in Town.

Sherrill Newman of Franklin Street also offered praise for all departments also regarding bomb threat.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT
Pomeroy noted that the Town Hall would be closed on October 21st because of a meeting in Wabash that all would be attending regarding software and year end training.
Pomeroy also asked residents not to put Indiana American water bills in the sewer drop-off box.  It may cause late charges for their water bill.

Pomeroy also asked the Council to approve sewer write offs in the following amounts:


York Family Trust $8.00  Stormwater fees

York Lease Co, $76.99  has dumpster

Cassandra Kogler  $46.67  doubled billed


William Hill $173.81  paid 

Granat made a motion to approve the above write-offs and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp noted that he is still looking into golf cart issues for driving on public streets.

Lyp presented a revision in the Fire Department contract regarding the hold harmless clause in Section 5 of the current contract.  Granat made a motion to accept the revision to the current fire contract and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Brueckheimer reported that October 20 will be the start of leaf pickup.  She asked the residents not to place leaves in alleys or ditches.  The only acceptable location is by the roadside.  Residents MUST NOT place tree limbs, garbage, pop cans or any other debris with the leaves.  If anything is mixed with leaves they will not pickup because of damaging the equipment.

Brueckheimer has quotes for on line monitoring of 11 lift stations and 1 meter in the amount of $32,445.00 and she would like to install this month.  Babcock made a motion to accept the quote of $32,445.00 for on line monitoring of 11 lift stations and 1 meter and pay for it out of the Sewer Construction Fund and Genger made the second.  

Vote 4-0.
Brueckheimer asked permission to spend $30,000 from the LR&S Fund for road patches and repair for Woodlawn, Waverly Rd, Carlson Corners, 23rd Street, Michigan and Wagner Roads.  Genger made a motion to spend $30,000 from LR&S Fund for paving and patching, Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
Brueckheimer has received bids for the 7 heaters that was approved earlier from Klawski $10,506.00, Lovings $36,500, Maglish $20,000 and Meneely $10,000.  Granat made a motion to receive the 7 heaters in the amount of $10,506 from Klawski and pay out of the CEDIT Fund, and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
Brueckheimer has received bids for road salt in the following amounts North America $67.26 per ton, Cargill $78.99 per ton and Morton Salt $61.47.  She stated that she signed with Morton Salt.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Update on Waverly Road/Oak Hill Road.

Keiser stated that the Stormwater project was completed on October 1.  The yards have been regraded and seeded.  Erosion control measures have been installed and with INDOT delaying our Sept. 23rd repaving project, the road cuts at Waverly and Oak Hill Roads will be patched shortly.  These were to be included in the repaving project that should have been started in early October.  Due to the delay of repaving, the Town is forced to resurface these cuts.  With the unknown time constraints by the state and federal agencies, the Town has to anticipate that the patches may be long term.  Keiser requested the allocation of $6,700 for patching of these road cuts from the Major Move Fund.  Genger made a motion to take $6,700 from the Major Moves Fund to pay for the paving of Waverly Road and Oak Hill road cuts and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
October BZA meeting.

Keiser noted that the October 21st BZA meeting is moved up to 6:30pm.  All public hearings will be conducted after 7PM; however, new business and continued business will start at 6:30PM.
MS4 material.

Keiser said that there is MS4 material on the back table for any residents.  There are rain gauges, stress balls, pens and reading material.  This is part of the participation in NIRPC MS4 program and includes information for the public.  If there are any question contact Matt Keiser at the Town Hall.  The Town of Chesterton and Porter will be working together to have a school program in inform the students of the MS4 and clean water aspects that they may become involved with.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller reminded everyone of the Porter Park Boo Bash is October 25th from 1:00pm to 3:00pm for ages 0-13.  He stated that there will be games, treats and carved pumpkin contest.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood presented 14 new contractors and Babcock made a motion to accept and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS:  
Ordinance 2009-18 amending Employee Handbook
Bollinger explained that this ordinance is changing the pay dates for employees from 

Bi-monthly to bi-weekly.

Genger made a motion to number and read by title only and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Babcock made a motion to suspend the rules and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Genger made a motion to have final reading by title only and adopt and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
NEW BUSINESS:

Adoption of 2010 budget – Ordinance 2009-19
Bollinger noted that the budget has a 3% increase over the unapproved 2009 budget.

Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to suspend the rules and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to have final reading by title only and adopt and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.
Resolution 2009-05 Section 125

Granat made a motion to number and approve and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger noted that the end of the year is creeping upon us and there will be openings for serving on Boards and Commissions.  If anyone is interested please submit an application and if you are serving on a Board and would like to continue you must also submit an application.  The council would like these applications by November 13th.

Granat reminded Departments heads to submit their wish list for CEDIT monies by October 23rd.  Granat noted that Chesterton Trick or Treat night is also the same as Porter’s on October 31 from 5:00pm to 7:00pm.

Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Dated this ______ day of October, 2009.

______________________________

____________________________

Michelle Bollinger, President



Jon Granat, Vice President

______________________________

_____________________________

David Babcock




Micheal Genger

ATTEST:___________________________


   Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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