TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Jon Granat, Vice President, Council members David Babcock, Todd Martin and Trevin Fowler, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Asst. Fire Chief Jay Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood. Director of Engineering and Economic Development Matt Keiser and Park Superintendent James Miller.

Absent was Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, due to a bee problem at Hawthorne Park.

MINUTES 9/14/2010

Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve claims of $109,984.21 and $260,732.16 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

David Vondra of Springview Drive asked the Council is anything being done about the tree behind his house that is located in the Mineral Springs subdivision.  It needs to be removed; it is 125 feet and is hanging over his house.
It was his understanding that the Plan Commission told him to remove it.  The Council asked Keiser to look into this matter.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented 5 accounts that need to be adjusted, they are:
Account #25720-01 $22.00

Account #31090-00 $44.00

Account #26950-00 $116.16

Account #29350-00 $16.00
Account #5230-00   $8.00

A grand total of $206.16 because of shouldn’t been billed, combination of lots by the Stormwater Board and Indiana American Water adjustment.  Babcock made the motion to adjust the above accounts and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Spanier asked the Council for permission to give an older Dodge Charger to the Indiana Police Academy in return the Town will receive credit of $2,500 which will be used for schooling for Porter’s Officers.  The Council 
by consensus agreed to give the Charger to the Police Academy in exchange for free schooling.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Jay Craig, Assistant Fire Chief asked the Council to waive a fee for a Peddlers license for Superior Photo.  The Fire Department wants to have a fundraiser.  Superior Photo will go door to door asking for donations for the Fire Department, if a resident donates $20 or more the Fire Dept will get 50% and Superior will keep the other 50% plus will give the resident a coupon for a free 8X10 picture which will be taken at the Fire station on a certain day,
if the resident orders additional photos there will be additional fees collected by Superior Photos.

Craig said that the only people going door to door will be the husband and wife who are owners of the company.  
Attorney Lyp advised the Council that the Volunteer Fire Dept. is basically a separate entity of the Town.  If the
Council waives or reduces the fee for a Peddler’s license he feels other organization will be coming and

asking for the same consideration.  Once the fee is reduced it set precedence to do so for all other fundraisers.

Lyp will check into and advise the Council.  The decision was postponed until next meeting.  Babcock asked

Craig if it would be possible if a volunteer could go door to door with them.  Craig stated that there will be 
advertising announcing this fundraiser.  Fowler asked Craig what the money would be used for and Craig
replied fixing up the dive truck, painted, decals and graphics.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
None

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT

Keiser reported on 
1.  Bike Rack Grant.  In 2009 the Town received a CMAQ bike rack grant for the purchase of bike racks.  Two weeks ago, the Town ordered the bike racks and when we receive them the Public Works Dept. will install them around Town.

2. Hawthorne Park Message Center.  The Town received a $1,000 grant from the Porter County Economic Alliance for the purchase of a 3X5 outdoor message center.  The message center was delivered today and will be installed at Hawthorne Park shortly.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller advised that Owens Tree Company were cutting down trees infected with emerald ash borers  at Hawthorne Park and cut down a tree that had a huge honey bee nest.  They had to call a beekeeper to help assist them.  It was estimated to have 60,000 to 80,000 bees in this colony.  Miller advised that they were still at the Park trying to contain them.

Miller asked the Council for permission to spend $6,010 of CEDIT money from his allotted 2011 CEDIT money

for a concrete floor in the new pole barn. Miller reported that Royko Construction would pour the floor.   Granat made a motion to allow an expenditure of $6,010 for a new concrete floor for the new pole barn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 4 new contractors.  Babcock made the motion to approve the 4 new contractors and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood stated that the residents with all the cats will be going to court December 16th.

NEW BUSINESS

FIRE TERRITORY

Bollinger stated that she and Fowler attended a meeting last Monday at Hageman Library regarding establishing a Fire Territory between Chesterton, Burns Harbor and Porter.  Bollinger said that she feels that the Town should look into the matter to see if this would provide better service and be fiscally responsible.  It was agreed upon by Chesterton and Porter to get quotes from Cender & Company and Umbaugh for a financial feasibility study.
All Council members agreed to wait until the quotes came back before making any decisions.

OLD BUSINESS

Sanitary sewer update
Keiser reported that everything is in place and the Town is just waiting for the bond issuance.

Fowler made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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