TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 23, 2008

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger, Council members David Babcock and Todd Martin.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Council member Micheal Genger and Fire Chief Lewie Craig were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to approve minutes as written and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Bollinger made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $238,721.88 and $82,335.34 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Jennifer Klug mentioned the Voice of the People of the Chesterton Tribune which gave thanks to Director Brueckheimer of Public Works, the Police Department and Fire Department for helping during the flooding of Porter.  Klug also thanked them and said all the cooperation was the best she has ever seen in Porter.

Pam Cunningham of Lake Vista also thanked the above departments for all the help with the flooding of their basement.  She stated that their support and help was appreciated.

Lynn Dzialakiewicz also of Lake Vista thanked the above departments.  She stated that she has lived many places and never seen the response like this for help.

John Beckman announced that on October 18 from 9:00am to 2:00pm a seminar is planned at Hawthorne Park as a window to the wetlands restoration project there replacing exotic species with native plantings.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy reminded the Council that in December the Town’s trash contract is expiring and should be out for bid.  Attorney Lyp will write up the specs and forward to Pomeroy to advertise.  The Council by consensus agreed to add to next meeting agenda.

CODIFICATION:  Pomeroy announced that the codification is done finally.  Lyp will write the ordinance to adopt the codification book and will do so at next meeting.

SEWER SOFTWARE:  Pomeroy asked the Council pleasure on buying the software for billing sewers, storm water fees and recycling fees.  She noted that the Town is loosing money every month.  Pomeroy said the software will cost almost $17,000 and should be paid by the sewer department, storm water board and the general fund.  Babcock made a motion to purchase the Software and Martin made the second.  Martin asked who provided the software and Pomeroy stated Keystone and it has State Board of Accounts approval.  The vote was Martin abstained, Babcock yes, Bollinger no and Granat yes.  Motion was not approved.  Lyp said he would check into how much the payoff would be to Indiana American Water Co. who is doing the billing now.

ATTORNEY REPORT

No report.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier stated that Chesterton has set Trick or Treat night for October 31st from 5:30pm to 7:30pm and recommended that Porter do the same.  By consensus the Council agreed.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:

LEAF PICKUP:  Brueckheimer gave the town hall office a copy of the color coded map of when leaves would be picked up and told residents that they could call for the schedule.

NEW SEWER METERS

Brueckheimer received to quotes for installing new meters at Beam Street and Mineral Springs lift station.  One quote from Pro Pump was $14,682 and the other from Chet’s Electric for $12,360.  Babcock made a motion go with Chet’s Electric for $12,360 to purchase and install the pump at Beam Street and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

VACUUM TRUCK

Brueckheimer said there is a dire need to purchase a Vactor 2110 vacuum truck.  She has spent $78,000 in the last 18 months renting a vac truck to pump over flowing lift stations.  This figure does not include the cost of September 12 thru 14th rainfall that she rented 4 trucks for 24 hours a day for 3 days.  The cost of the truck is $341,765 with 5 annual payments of $68,353 if the Town uses their lease to own purchase agreement.  Pomeroy told the Council that $50,000 could come out of the CEDIT fund that is allocated to the Public Works Dept. and the $18,353 from the Sewer Fund. Based upon the recommendation of the Public Works Director and the advice of the Town Attorney Patrick Lyp, the Council voted 4-0 to approve the lease purchase of the Vactor truck subject to final review by the Town Attorney of a purchase agreement that included warranty information.  The Town Attorney provided his legal opinion that although the best practice to receive and review bids prior to awarding a contract of this size, given the Town’s need (as expressed by the Public Works Director) and based upon Indiana law concerning the purchase of equipment for the sewer department. no public bidding was required.  The Council agreed with the need and that given the cost to rent a Vactor truck, this decision was in the best interest of the Town.
ROAD PAVING

Rieth-Riley was the lowest bidder in the amount of $440,772 to pave Oak Hill Road, Wood Street and Marquette Road.  Warren Thiede of Haas and Associates, the Town’s engineer stated that the estimated cost to pave these roads was under $300,000.  By consensus the Council agreed to pave Marquette Road for $59,073 only.  Next Spring bids will be put out for the remainder of the roads hoping for a lower price.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller noted that the Park Dept. would be having a Halloween Party on October 26th from 1:00pm to 3:00pm

for ages 0-13.  

Miller also reminded parents not to let their children play in the stormwater if it is pooling at Hawthorne Park.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood presented 4 new contractors for the Council to approve.  Babcock made a motion to accept and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Elwood said that the uninhabitable homes on 2nd Street and State Street are in the process of demolition or will be torn down by year’s end.

Elwood noted that repeated violations have been issued to a resident at 204 Wagner Road regarding a collapsed swimming pool that is half filled with water.  Granat offered to speak with the owner before the Town initiates a lawsuit.

NEW BUSINESS

NIRPC appointment:  Martin made a motion to appoint Micheal Genger to the NIRPC Board with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 4-0.

AMENDING ORDINANCE 2005-10 STORMWATER FEES:

Ordinance 2005-10 does not currently address equivalent residential unit or ERU’s  for vacant or commercial property.  Based on calculations by Warren Thiede, Town Engineer, each commercial/industrial site would be assigned a number based on stormwater runoff volume multiplied by the $4.00 fee now set as 1 ERU.  Council agreed by consensus to forward the amended ordinance to the Stormwater  Board, to include a 10% late fee for delinquent accounts.  The Stormwater Board should advertise the fees and have  special meeting before their schedule meeting for a Public Hearing.  Attorney Lyp stated that he would attend the special stormwater meeting.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – AJ MONROE 

A.J. Monroe stated that he was invited by Genger after hearing about ongoing projects for Burns Harbor and Genger asked him to submit a proposal to the Council.  Monroe submitted 2 proposals in the amounts of $10,000 and $20,000.  Monroe stated that Burns Harbor and Porter share an exit on Interstate 94 to US Highway 20 and could benefit from working together on projects.  He encouraged the Council to familiarize themselves with the Porter County Highway US 12 and US Highway 20 Porter County Transportation Corridor Plan as well as recommendations for Porter developed for the Marquette Plan Phase 2.  He also noted that a Lake Michigan Coastal Program grant for $100,000 has been awarded subject to the Town matching it.  He also stated that a request for the money has been made to the Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority to help plan for and implement some Marquette Plan projects.  Bollinger stated that the Council all ran on Economic Development and should not wait for 3 or 4 years to move on.  She also said that the communities surrounding Porter are making beautification attempts and Porter should not idly stand by.  Bollinger will call for a workshop which she noted should also include the Plan Commission.  With that said Bollinger made a motion to table the proposal with Martin making the second.  Vote 4-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Granat urged property owners who have flood damage to obtain a questionnaire from Indiana Dept. of Homeland Security at the Town Hall.  He noted that this form is not an application for assistance but is vital to document damage in hopes of receiving assistance in the future.  He also reminded residents to get tetanus shots and warned residents against hiring contractors who are not licensed in the Town.  Brueckheimer also noted that there are 2 dumpsters at the Public Works Building and 2 in Woodlake Springs subdivision for the residents to use for water damaged property.

Babcock made the motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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