TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Jon Granat, Vice President, Council members David Babcock, Todd Martin and Trevin Fowler, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier , Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Economic Development  Matt Keiser and Park Superintendent James Miller.

Bollinger introduced newly appointed Council member Trevin Fowler.  Fowler thanked for being appointed to Ward 4 Council member.  He feels strongly about the direction that the Town of Porter is moving.  He is from 

Salem, Oregon and his wife is from Louisiana.  They have 6 children, a son in Chesterton Middle School and 3 children in the new Discovery Charter School.  Fowler graduated from Brigham Young University and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in recreational management and youth leadership with a double minor in business and communications.  Fowler also stated that he did Christian work in Equador.
PUBLIC HEARING FOR BUDGET

Bollinger called the Public Hearing to Order at 7:04.

Bollinger noted that the budget had been printed in the paper on September 1st and 8th.  Bollinger asked if there

were any opponents or proponents for the budget.  No one responded.  Bollinger closed the Public Hearing on the 2011 Budget at 7:05.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 8/24/10.

Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.  The vote
was 4-0 because Fowler is the new appointed Council member and was not present for the meeting.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Babcock made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $24,914.36 and $63,239.90 and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy stated that the Town has received an insurance check in the amount of $1,477.95 and asked the Council for an additional appropriation to line item #101-001-342 in that amount to pay for the damaged Building Department car.  Martin made a motion to approve the additional appropriation in that amount and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Pomeroy asked the Council’s approval to write off $8.80 and $22.00 for a grand total of $30.80.  Granat made the motion to write off the above amounts and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Attorney Lyp said that Mr. Carl Dahlin has attended the last 2 Council meetings in regards to his parking lot at Porter Beach.  Lyp stated that the temporary fence is the issue at this time because in is in the Town’s right-or-way and this violates the Zoning code.  Mr. Dahlin has hired his own surveyor to determine his property line, as 
of yet Attorney Lyp has not heard from him.  The problem is Mr. Dahlin has not applied for a permit to put up the fence.  The second problem is concerning an older structure on his property.  Mr. Dahlin stated that no one lives there.  An individual has listed this address as his physical address and the Building Commissioner has seen lights on, leaving the impression that someone is living there which brings up is the house is habitable.  
Lyp also commented on the Cahnman resident at Porter Beach.  The BZA earlier approved a 132’ fence but the problem is that he extended beyond  the 132’ with a snow fence to almost the water’s edge and has a no trespassing sign attached to it.  Lyp stated that Elwood wrote a citation that Cahnman has not paid so will go to court on December 16 if this matter is not resolved by then.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier stated that Chesterton is having Trick or Treat on October 30th from 5:30 to 7:30.  The Council agreed by consensus to have Trick or Treat at the same time.  Granat asked Chief if a stop sign is going to be placed on the alley by Town Hall and Chief responded that a stop sign is not warranted but is erecting a yield sign.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer announced that on 9/15 a contractor will be bringing a modular home on Michigan Street.  Michigan Street will be closed in the 300 block.

She also noted that on 9/20 she will be receiving the Road patcher and will have training that day.


DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT

Town Hall Sidewalks

Keiser stated that the sidewalk project is completed.  The sidewalk was lowered by a foot in some places.  The Town is now ADA compliant.

Mineral Springs Villa Trail

Mineral Springs Villas Subdivision has constructed its part of the Porter Brickyard Trail and has placed the top coat of asphalt over their private roads.

Bolt Software

Today we have received our final outside scanned information back from Bolt.  At this time, the Bolt software is up and running and most of the departments are using it.  Keiser will be training Brenda and Lewie on how to use the software shortly.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT
None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 5 new contractors.  Martin made a motion to accept the 5 new contractors and Fowler made the second.  Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

None

OLD BUSINESS

Keiser advised that in approximately 2 weeks the Town should receive the drawings and engineering for the 2 new lift stations.  Also for the downtown reline project.  When the Bond is issued the Town will be ready to do these sewer projects.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Martin said that he is helping organize veteran’s to march in the Wizard of Oz parade on September 18th.  He asked if anyone is interested to please contact him at 588-1675.
Bollinger asked the Council if they objected to her taking the NIRPC appointment in place of Genger.  No one objected.

Bollinger also made a Presidential appointment of LeAnn McCrum to the Redevelopment Commission.  She noted that McCrum is Chairman of the Branding Committee and NW Indiana Small Business Development Center.  McCrum was also named the Chesterton/Duneland Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of the Year.  Lyp also recommended her for the appointment.
Dated this ____ day of September, 2010.
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