TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 9, 2008

Vice President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, also present were Council members Michele Bollinger, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewis Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.

ORGANIZATIONAL APPOINTMENTS:

TOWN COUNCIL:

Genger made a motion to nominate Jon Granat as President and Michele Bollinger as Vice President and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:

Babcock made a motion to nominate Jon Granat to the Redevelopment Commission and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Genger made the second Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve claims as presented and Babcock made the second Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Heather Ennis, Director of the Duneland Chamber of Commerce, reminded the Council about the upcoming event at the PCCRVC Center September 18th about a presentation how visitors view the Town.  
Rita Newman 315 Franklin St, stated that the Duneland Historical Society on September 18th was having their walking tour of Porter starting at 7:30.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy announced the changing of recycling day for pickup at Porter Beach and Porter Cove only.  They are the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month starting with September 15th and September 29, October 13th and 29th, November 10th and 24th, and December 8th and 22nd.
ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp reminded the Council that in July 2008 the State enacted a law that obligates the Redevelopment Commission to appoint a member of the Duneland School Board to the Commission as a non voting member, which he recommended that they do.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Spanier asked Council permission to hire a few part time radio dispatchers because some have quit.  It would not cost any more money than what is allocated.  The Council agreed by consensus.
Spanier also noted that the Porter Police Department came in 3rd place for their vehicles.  The contest was for police departments with 10 to 50 officers residing East of the Mississippi River.

Spanier asked permission to buy a new vehicle not to exceed the price of $27,562.  He noted that the money would come from CEDIT funds allocated to the Town Hall in 2007.  Pomeroy agreed to this purchase.  Spanier said that he would give the Street Department the truck that this purchase is replacing so that they could plow the downtown area easier.  Genger made a motion to use the Town Hall funds from the 2007 CEDIT allocations to purchase a vehicle not to exceed the amount of $27,562 and Babcock made the second, Vote 5-0.  

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig said that they went to Alexis for the final inspections of their new truck.  He noted that it should be delivered by the end of next week.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer noted that they will be working at the shop the week of September 15th through the 19th cleaning the yard and getting all trucks winterized.  They will handle emergency calls only.
Brueckheimer said that the Hobo Data Loggers have been installed at Triangle Trail, Beam Street, Cardinal Court and Marquette Road.
She also told the Council that there is a problem at Duneland Drive and State Street with drainage issues.  The department will be installing a dry well there next week There is a shed and paved area that has to be removed and the Elwood is working with the resident to have them remove it.

The Town has received a quote from Morton Salt for salt this winter.  She noted that this year the cost is $103.63 a ton compared to $40.69 a ton last year.  Brueckheimer said that this winter they will only be salting main roads entirely and just intersections on all other streets because the amount of salt available is limited.  Morton Salt would only commit to 800 tons when normally they receive 1,000 tons.  She warned motorists to drive safely and be prepared for stopping.  

Brueckheimer told the Council that she would be taking Truck #18 to Lindco Equipment Sales to get a plow and salt spreader at a cost of $9,391.00 

Brueckheimer recommended to Council to buy a Vacuum Truck which could be used for lift stations, culverts and storm water drains.  She has received a proposal from Jack Doheny in the amount of $268,500.  She noted that in 2007 and so far in 2008 she has spent almost $76,000 on rental fees for a vac truck and that monies could be making the payments on a lease/rental new truck for the Town.  Granat asked her to find out what the estimated maintenance cost would be.
Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates reported that they have done a traffic study for Franklin and Hageman Avenue and their recommendation is that it does not warrant a 4 way stop at that corner.  He did state that when the Orchard Pedestrian Way is done they will include a crosswalk with vehicular traffic stopping when pedestrians are present on Franklin Street.  Brueckheimer has installed a new speed limit sign and a slow children sign on Franklin Street.  

Thiede also noted that he submitted Part A of the MS4 compliance form.

Haas & Associates have completed updating the zoning maps for the Town.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Nothing

OLD BUSINESS

Budget Approval.

Granat noted that last month we had the public hearing on the 2009 budget with no comments.  Bollinger made a motion to approve the 2009 budget as presented and Babcock made the second, Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Salary Ordinance for 2009. 2008-16

Genger made a motion to number and read the 2009 salary ordinance by title only with Babcock making the second, Vote 5-0.  Babcock made a motion to suspend the rules and Genger made the second, Vote 5-0.

Bollinger made a motion to have 2nd and final reading by title only and to approve the 2009 salary ordinance 2008-16 with Babcock making the second, Vote 5-0.

Northwest Indiana Forum with Heather Ennis.

Ennis asked the Council to pay their share of $2,500 to DEDC for dues.  She noted that the Town of Porter share is $500 which the Council agreed by consensus.  Genger also volunteered to be the Town’s representative and to sit on the Board to the Duneland Economic Development Committee.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Babcock said he has been contacted by Anton Insurance Company about the Town’s renewal of the Liability 

Insurance.  Bollinger said she will review with Anton the Town’s insurance policy.

Babcock also reminded the Council that our Trash collection contract is up in December and feels the Town should start now looking into bid proposals.  Lyp said he will get the forms for advertising bids.

Granat welcomed Todd Martin to the Council and apologized that he should have done so earlier.

Dated this ______ day of September, 2008.

___________________________

________________________________

Jon Granat, President



Michele Bollinger, Vice President

___________________________

________________________________

David Babcock



Micheal Genger

___________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST: ________________________________


    Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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