TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Council member Micheal Genger and Building Commissioner Art Elwood were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims of $185,857.70 and $16,293.03 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING – 2010 BUDGET

Bollinger opened the Public Hearing at 7:02 pm and asked if there were any opponents, no comment; asked again if there were any opponents, no comment; asked the third and final time if there were any opponents again no response.  Bollinger asked if there were any proponents, no comment; asked again if there were any proponents, no comment; asked the third and final if there were any proponents again no response.  Bollinger closed the meeting at 7:04 pm.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

Bollinger made an apology to the audience for not having all Town flags at half staff for Senator Ted Kennedy.  She noted that it was an oversight that the flag was not at half-staff at the Town Hall

No comments

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier said that he had received an assemblage permit from Frontline Foundation to hold a Renaissance festival at Hawthorne Park October 3rd from 10:00am to 4:00pm.  He noted that everything was in order.  Martin made a motion to accept and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig asked permission to take $1,928 from his CEDIT money to match a 50/50 grant from the DNR for radios.  Martin made the motion and Granat made the second.  

Vote 4-0.

Craig also asked to approve him to spend money from Fire donations to install a radio-activated switch at the Police station that would trigger the Town’s tornado sirens in case Porter County’s siren fails as it did last month when a tornado touched down in Chesterton.  The total cost is $1,680 which will be split between the Fire donation line item 246-001-221 for $840, and the Police Donation line item 102-001-365 for $840.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer asked for volunteers for September 18th from 9:00am till Noon to clean up Porter Beach.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

WAVERLY ROAD/OAK HILL ROAD DRAINAGE.

Keiser reminded the Council that the Stormwater Board agreed to pay for engineering

costs for this drainage issue.  Keiser stated that he received 3 proposals and said that R.V. Sutton had the lowest proposal in the amount of $49,310.00 for the construction of the storm sewers.  He asked the Council to approve this expenditure of $49,310.00 from the Major Moves Fund.  Babcock made a motion to take $49,310.00 for this project from the Major Moves Fund and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Keiser sent out letters to all addresses along the proposed storm line informing them and if they had questions to call him.  Mr. Snearly of 30 East Oak Hill Road called and noted that he had just installed a stamped concrete driveway that would be cut to install these storm pipes.  Keiser noted that it is customary to replace driveways with the same material and Babcock agreed.  If the driveways are concrete they are replaced with concrete, if they are paved then the driveway is paved.  Keiser spoke with Mike Wilson of A&W Concrete who had originally done the driveway and he stated that he could fix the driveway for approximately $1,100.  Keiser asked the Council to approve $5,000 for fixing this driveway and minor incidentals for this project and also take the money out of Major Moves.  Attorney Lyp stated that he wanted to research this matter first.  Babcock made a motion to take $5,000 out of Major Moves Fund for driveways and incidentals with approval of Attorney Lyp and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Keiser noted that the above paving project is still on for September 23 letting.  He hopes the bids come in less than the engineers estimate.

MINERAL SPRINGS VILLAS

Keiser said he has received a letter of credit from developer Larry Gough for additional infrastructure with the timelines discussed at a previous meeting.  Keiser said that Gough has cut the weeds and grass and Gough will be going to the Plan Commission to try to amend his PUD.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

OLD BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2009-12 AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE 2008-16

Babcock made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption of Ordinance 2009-12, Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat addressed 2 complaints for Able Disposal regarding trash pick-up.  Babcock stated that he called Able and the matter is taken care of.

Granat suggested that all residents display the US flag on September 11 to honor victims lost in the 2001 terrorist attack and to remember those fighting home and abroad to combat terrorism.  Granat brought in desktop flags for anyone to have for display.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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