TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

AUGUST 26, 2008

President William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Jon Granat and Council members Michele Bollinger, David Babcock and Micheal Genger.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2009 BUDGET

Sexton opened the Public Hearing at 7:01pm asking if there were any proponents to the budget, no reply; Sexton asked again any proponents to the budget, no reply, Sexton asked for the third and final time if there were any proponents again no reply.  Sexton asked if there were any opponents to the budget, no reply; Sexton asked if there were any opponents to the budget, no reply; Sexton asked for the third and final time if there were any opponents to the budget, no reply.  Sexton then closed the Public Hearing for the budget at 7:04pm.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR SEWER RATE INCREASE

Sexton open the Public Hearing at 7:05pm asking if there were any proponents for the sewer rate increase, no reply; Sexton asked again if there were any proponents to the rate increase Jennifer Klug of Lincoln Street responded that no one likes to pay more for anything but in order to fix our sewer system and comply with IDEM it has to be done, Sexton again asked for the third and final time if there were any proponents, no reply.  Sexton asked if there were any opponents to the sewer rate increase, no reply; Sexton asked again if there were any opponents to the rate increase, no reply.  Sexton asked for the third and final time if there were any opponents to the rate increase again no reply.  Sexton then closed the public hearing on the sewer rate increase at 7:09pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Genger made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $118,096.58 and $667,706.29 as presented.  Granat then asked about the claim of $20,068.08 which Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates replied that this is retainment fee for the Porter Avenue lift station that is completed.  The warranty is for 2 years from April 2008 to April 2010.  Granat then questioned the claim for roof repair of $1,600 and asked if the roof is under warranty which Sexton replied no.  Genger then made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Carl Dahlin of Porter Beach thanked Sexton for his service to the Town and his working with him on improvements to Porter Beach and urged the remainder of the Council to continue working with him also.  Dahlin is 100% with the Town Board to do something with the Beach area and asked that they do not give it away to the National Park Service.  He also asked the Council to tell the National Park to start enforcing the liquor and animal laws on their land at the Beach.  Also asked them to provide a life guard to prevent any future drownings.  All they need is one there during beach hours.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented the animal contract from Porter County.  She noted that the language and cost is the same as last year at $4,371.00.  Granat made a motion to accept the contract and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Will respond later on agenda matters.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Police Department has conducted a traffic study at Franklin Street and Ackerman Drive.  They have forwarded the information to Haas and Associates and they are still working on the results.  The traffic counter that was used was a very high tech new counter.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig nothing to report.  Sexton commended the Fire Department and Dive team regarding the recent drowning near Porter Beach.  He stated that they did wonderful job and should be applauded.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer asked Council permission to spend $13,114.60 to Fluid Thermal Systems to buy 4 metering pumps for Beam Street, Triangle Trail, Cardinal Court and 23rd Street lift stations that will transmit flow data every hour to the internet connection.  Genger made a motion to buy the equipment for the above lift stations and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Brueckheimer and Babcock noted that at the next meeting there is another contract that needs to be approved for IDEM’s mandated equipment for the meter pits.  When this phase is complete they will be able to track all ground water infiltration.

Brueckheimer also asked to hire Corey Lopez, who is part time summer help, to full time for the sewer department effective September 11, 2008 on contingency of getting his CDL by October 31, 2008.  The Council agreed by consensus.

The Council also approved for Thiede of Haas and Associates to solicit bids for an estimate $260,000 for paving of portions of Marquette Road and Wood Street and the entire Oak Hill Road.  The bids will be opened on September 16 at 4:00pm at the Town Hall.  The money will come from Major Moves and from the Street Department budget.  Babcock made a motion to pay $200,000 from Major Moves and $60,000 from the Street Department, Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Thiede also reported that the Stormwater Board has approved Phase 1 of the Town’s Stormwater Master Plan.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller thanked Bill and Zathoe Sexton for their dedication to the Park.  Both Sextons have given a lot.

OLD BUSINESS

TRUCK ORDINANCE 2008-14

Bollinger made a motion to have second and final reading of the above ordinance by title only.  Granat noted that the amount of 2 Ton should be changed to 5 Ton because most pickup weighs more than 2 ton.  With that said Bollinger retracted her original motion and changed the limit from 2 ton to 5 ton and to read by title only, Genger made the second noting the change from 2 ton to 5 ton and asked Pomeroy to modify the ordinance as such.  Vote 5-0.

SEWER RATE ORDINANCE 2008-15

Granat asked, since Chesterton has not decided yet on their 14% increase yet and are talking about a lower percentage, would that have a significant affect on our rate increase since the 14% rate increase was factored into our 30% increase?  Would the Town be able to drop our increase by that figure and use 15% this year, 15% next year and then the 30% the following year?  Babcock said under the agreed order with IDEM, there is a 5 year Plan already in effect and the Town would face heavy fines if not complied with.   He also noted that he would like to do the 15% also for this year.  Damien Tsouklis of Cender & Company stated that even if he backed out the rate increase for Chesterton Porter still needs more money for the operation of the sewers.  Genger said there is $270,000 in the Rainy Day Fund and would like to see this used towards reducing the rate increase.  Pomeroy said no that the Rainy Day Fund is needed for emergencies and reminded the Council that in 2009 is when Porter County’s Circuit breaker will go into effect and we are looking at least $100,000 budget reduction and we could use that money for the shortfalls.  Tsouklis also recommended that the Council not use the Rainy Day money because it could be used for salt for the roads this winter, as an example, because of the rising skyrocketing cost of salt.   Sexton also reminded the Council that by keeping this money in the budget it helps the bottom line and has been used for interfund loans which in turns help not borrowing outside the Town and paying interest.  Sexton said that the Town needs to do the 30% increase this year and 30% next year because Porter needs to have a sound financial footing before it can sell the 2009 bonds to complete the sewer work.  Babcock made a motion to have second and final reading of Ordinance 2008-15 by title only and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-1 with Genger voting nay.

NEW BUSINESS

None

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Genger presented Sexton with an engraved plaque with a clock on behalf of the Town.  Genger thanked Bill and Zathoe for their service and involvement with the Town.  Genger personally thanked Sexton for helping him in his first 8 months on the council.  Genger also noted that this was a very hard decision to make and the Town wishes you the best.  Sexton said that he appreciated working with this Council and the former Council and that he will miss it, however, on to bigger and better things.  You have to do what your heart tells you to do.  Then Sexton addressed the audience saying sometimes they do not understand how many hours the Council members spend on Town business.  That it is easy 

to sit out there and take potshots at the Council and to think twice about being critical of the individuals at this table.  They do not take their job lightly and do an excellent job.  Sexton also said to the Council that they cannot make everyone happy and suggested that they keep the citizens at heart and do what’s best for the Town even if it is unpopular at the moment.  Sexton concluded with thank you I am going to miss it.

Dated this ______ day of September, 2008.

______________________________

________________________________

Jon Granat, Vice President



Michele Bollinger

______________________________

________________________________

David Babcock




Micheal Genger

ATTEST:____________________________

               Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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