TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

AUGUST 25, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council member Micheal Genger, David Babcock, Jon Granat and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer pro-temp Sue Huyser, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Fire Chief, Lewis Craig was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat abstained from voting.
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims of $282,933.37 and $74,055.69 as presented and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Pauline Poparad from the Chesterton Tribune asked if there is a tornado during the meetings held at Town Hall where the meeting attendees were to go.  Ms. Poparad was asking due to the previous tornado activity during the BZA and Plan Commission meetings.  Brueckheimer suggested going to the kitchen area in the administrative hallway.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Huyser reminded residents August 27 will be the first pick up day for trash for everyone but Porter Beach.  Porter Beach residents will stay on a Monday pick up schedule because of the amount of weekend stays at Porter Beach.  Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, trash pick up will be Friday November 27, and there will be regularly scheduled pick up on December 24, Christmas Eve.
Huyser also reported the Town received Homeland Security Funds (FEMA) for the flooding last September. The park department received $2,501.84 that will be appropriated into Park Contracted 216-001-395 and Park Misc. Supplies 216-001-290.  The street department received $19,440.06 that will be appropriated into Street Materials 201-001-233 and Overtime 201-001-116.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier reported the Police Dept is close to moving to the new Crime Report Software.  Spanier also thanked the Street Dept. for helping during the storm.  He also noted the increase of the speed limit on 80/94 from 55 mph to 70 mph.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None - Chief Craig was not present 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer informed the Council and the residents the street department would be trimming in alleyways.  If the residents had growth they did not want the department to cut, they need to trim their own plantings.  Brueckheimer also thanked the police and fire departments for their efforts during the storm.  She added Chesterton is an amazing team to work with.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser has applied for a Fire Department Grant that includes a 3 page letter of endorsement by Visclosky.
Keiser said regarding the CSX railroad tracks on S. Mineral Springs he had made 3 phone calls to CSX representatives to attempt to get the crossing opened to thru traffic.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT
Miller reported that 5 of the 7 CEDIT Projects have been completed.  He also thanked J.R. Burris for excavating the field at Porter Cove park.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 9 new contractors for Council approval.  Martin made a motion to accept the new contractors and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood also requested Atty. Lyp check into what course of violation action can be taken regarding occupancy for a structure that has not received an occupancy permit at Mineral Springs Villas. Atty. Lyp will check into the matter and contact Elwood.

OLD BUSINESS

None
NEW BUSINESS

SAVE THE DUNES – LITTLE CALUMET PROJECT 

MS. CHRISTINE LIVINGSTON
Ms. Livingston presented a slide show presentation regarding watershed preservation.  Livingston requested the Council generate a letter of support in advance of a grant application to fund potential projects designed to improve water qualities prior to the run off returning to the Little Calumet River and Lake Michigan. Granat and Brueckheimer noted the program meets the MS4 state requirements.  The council agreed by consensus to provide Ms. Livingston with a letter of support. 
AMEND SALARY ORDINANCE #2008-16

Granat made a motion to read by title and next sequential number the Ordinance that adds a full time Utility Clerk Salary of $30,000.00 per year with Stormwater Funds to pay 1/3 of the salary and Sewer Dept Funds to pay 2/3 of the salary.  Martin seconded. Vote 5-0.  

 MARQUETTE GREENWAY MOU

A. J. Monroe of SEH presented a draft MOU to the Council that will link the Douglas Trail at West Beach to the planned Brickyard Trail in Porter.  Monroe stated Burns Harbor adopted a $50,000 trail plan and could provide Council with official copies. Lyp commented that the draft is a 1 year agreement to agree that does not commit the Town to any obligations. This is a formality required to move ahead with funding.  The steering committee will include a representative of Porter. Genger made a motion to move ahead with the MOU with Babcock seconding.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Babcock announced the Ramp Blitz program offered by Rebuilding Together.  This program benefits Veterans needing ramps installed to gain access to their residence.  Brueckheimer added it is a lease program and when the ramps are no longer needed, they remove the ramps and reinstall at other locations.  Applications are being taken and must be turned in within 2 weeks. 

Granat publically congratulated Dr. Janet Rowley, Porter Beach resident who received the Presidential Medal for her cancer chromosome studies.

Babcock inquired what action the Town can take regarding the late tax bills and the impact they have on the Town.  Babcock suggested suing the county for upholding tax dollars the town desperately needs.  Elwood, at the request of Bollinger, removed himself as Building Commissioner of Porter and spoke as City Councilman of Valparaiso.  Elwood reported the Valpo officials are coordinating an effort by Porter County communities to generate a strategy to address this issue.  These delays from County hinders the funding to the municipal offices to complete much needed projects.  
At 8:15 p.m. Genger made a motion to adjourn Martin seconded.  
Dated this ______ day of August, 2009.
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