TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

AUGUST 12, 2008

President William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, also present were Council Members Michele Bollinger and Micheal Genger, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp.  Also present were Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Absent were Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock and Fire Chief Lewis Craig.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Genger made a motion to accept the minutes as written with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 3-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to accept claims as presented and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 3-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Sherrill Newman 300 Franklin Street.  Asked the Council if something could be done about the lighting for the Town Hall at night, she says it is so bright that it lights up her entire living room and she can not enjoy sitting on her porch at night because of the lights.  The Council said they would look into putting baffles to deflect the lights.
Earl Graves 1230 Sunset Lane.  Asked the Council if the lift station at Beam and Mineral Springs Roads could be landscaped and if a 6inch pipe could be removed in which Brueckheimer said no it is needed there.

CLERK TREASURE REPORT

Pomeroy stated that the 2009 budget would be advertised on August 14 and 21, and would have the Public Hearing on August 26 and budget approval on September 9.  Pomeroy also presented 7 new contractors for Council approval.  Genger made a motion to accept the new contractors and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 3-0.
ATTORNEY REPORT

Nothing to report.

POLICE CHIEF REPORT

Spanier stated that a lot of cars are being broken into because of not being locked and urged all residents to lock their cars.  And again asked residents to report anything suspicious immediately and not wait until the next day to call.

FIRE CHIEF REPORT

Nothing

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer stated that the Town had 1 overflow this month at the Porter Lift Station of 1,829 gallons.

Brueckheimer asked Council for approval to purchase 6 new monitors/viewers for Six Box Lane and Porter Lift Station in the amount of $5,292.00.  Council agreed by consensus since this is mandated by IDEM to purchase.
Brueckheimer also noted that data and charting is being downloaded from the 12 existing meters with better overall flow tracking.  The manholes along Beam Street have been sealed and she is waiting for rain to see how much infiltration has been eliminated.

Brueckheimer also asked for approval to purchase uniforms for the for the Street and Sewer Department in the amount of $2,966.50 in stead of renting the uniforms and paying $4,000 a year.  Bollinger asked how many sets per person did that include which she replied 5 sets each.  Bollinger also made the suggestion of not handing out uniforms to newly hired employees until their probation period was over.  The Council agreed by consensus for the purchase of uniforms.
Brueckheimer also asked the Council permission to take the old abandon bikes from the Police Department and fix them up and donate to families in Porter.  Attorney Lyp stated that as long as the bikes have been abandon for 1 year and the value is less than $100 that would be permissible to do.  Genger asked how the bikes would be distributed and Heather Ennis of Duneland Chamber of Commerce said that she could distribute the bikes to Porter families which the Council agreed.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller announced that the Rusty Pipes were performing at the Gazebo at Hawthorne Park on August 14 from 7:00 to 8:00pm.

OLD BUSINESS

Technical Advisory Committee ORDINANCE 2008-12 amending Ordinance 94-11.

Bollinger made the motion to have final reading and approval of Ordinance 2008-12 by title only with Genger making the second.  Vote 3-0

Business Registration Ordinance 2008-13.
Genger made a motion to have final reading and approval of the amended Ordinance 2008-13 by title only with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 3-0.
Truck Routes Ordinance 2008-14.
Genger made a motion to number and read by title only and to add Indiana Street to the list of banning trucks over 4,000 pounds and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Sewer Rates increase Ordinance 2008-15.

Genger made a motion to number and read by title only the sewer rates increase Ordinance 2008-15 by title only and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Tom Leasure of Chesterton and owner of rental property in Porter complained about Indiana American Water Company billing him when the water was turned off for non-payment and stated that he called the Town Hall and nothing was done until after many phone calls.  Pomeroy said as soon as she heard of the problem she had it fixed within 15 minutes and called his wife and left a message for her stating that the issue was resolved.

NEW BUSINESS

Appointment of new member to Park Board.

Sexton appointed Jeannine Virtue to the Park Board to replace Zathoe Sexton who resigned earlier in the month, effective immediately which the Council agreed by consensus.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Genger reminded the Council that the first meeting of the Porter Overlay Committee would meet on August 20 at 5:30pm at the Town Hall.

Genger made a motion to adjourn with Bollinger making the second.  Meeting adjourned.

Dated this _____ day of August, 2008.

_________________________________

______________________________

William F. Sexton, President



Michele Bollinger

_________________________________

Micheal Genger

ATTEST:__________________________________



Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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