TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

AUGUST 11, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council member Micheal Genger, David Babcock and Todd Martin,

Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Vice President Jon Granat was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims of $508,717.17 and $225.00 as presented and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Frank Ternenyi of Porter Beach, stated that Porter Beach was overwhelmed last Sunday with people going to Porter Beach because of the 90 degree weather, there was no way in and no way out.  He noted that Waverly Road and State Park Road had cars parked on it.
Chief Spanier noted that the police had put up barricades because of cars trying to get to the beach on Wabash Avenue and causing traffic jams because there were no available parking spaces.  Spanier said that if they had not done that it would have been a total gridlock.  Spanier also stated that they did leave residents through.  Ternenyi asked the Council if Porter Beach residents could be given priority to get to their homes.  Spanier said that they did leave residents through but of course there was a wait. Brueckheimer 
said she has never seen Porter Beach so congested and said that the police did an amazing job of controlling the traffic.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented adjustments to be written off in the sewer department in the amounts of $241.50 and $75.00.  Genger made a motion to accept the write offs and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Pomeroy stated that she was contacted by Brian Murphy of Able Disposal to change the pick-up days of trash and recycling for the Town, excluding Porter Beach residents, from Mondays and Fridays to Thursdays.  Porter Beach would still be on Mondays.  This would be effective August 27th and recycling would start on September 3rd and be picked up every other week thereafter.  All pickup days would remain the same until the days mentioned above.  Genger made a motion to change the trash and recycling days to Thursdays, excluding Porter Beach which would remain the same, starting August 27th for trash and September 3rd for recycling and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Pomeroy said she would do a mailing to notify all residents of the change.
ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig said he asked his liaison Genger if he could sell vehicle #930 a 1987 Rescue truck.  Craig noted that he gave the truck to the Public Works department a few years back and that they gave it back to him recently because they no longer needed it.  Genger told Craig to ask the Attorney if this was permissible or did it have to be auctioned.  Attorney Lyp advised that since the value was under $5,000 it could be sold outright.  Craig sold the truck for $800 and the money was deposited to the Fire Fund.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer informed the Council that the department had discovered a 3 1/2” water line leak at Hageman Library with the sewer camera.  She noted that water was pouring into the sanitary system from 2 laterals.  She notified the library and they had Rudy Sutton Excavating repair the line.  Sutton said that it has been leaking for years.
Brueckheimer said that next week all meters will be calibrated by Gasvoda.  This is mandatory every year.

She also thanked Jon Granat for the shop lockers that he donated to the Public Works Dept.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser said that the stimulus money to pave Oak Hill Road and Waverly Road is on schedule for a September letting but the Federal Highway Administration still could override the bidding.

Keiser also noted that the Town has received letters of support from Senators Karen Tallian, Lugar and Bayh regarding Porter’s request of stimulus money to build a new fire station.

Keiser said regarding Porter’s deadline of September 1st to buy additional sewer capacity from the Town of Chesterton he sees no reason why the Town needs it at this time.  He also noted that Porter has 2 more years left on the contract to buy capacity.  Keiser said that he would ask the Redevelopment Commission if they would like to purchase more capacity for the TIF district.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT
None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 3 new contractors for Council approval.  Martin made a motion to accept the new contractors and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2009-11 AMENDING EMPLOYEE HANBOOK 

Bollinger noted that they had numbered and first reading last meeting concerning amending vacation computation, comp time and personal leave.  Genger made a motion to have final reading by title only and to approve Ordinance 2009-11 and Martin made the second. Vote 4-0.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  CRIME REPORT SOFTWARE

Spanier said that the Police Commission has given a favorable recommendation to buy this software at a cost of $49 a month.  Spanier explained that after a 6-8 hour set-up time this software can be added to the Town website.  This software tracks crime in the Town of Porter, for example burglaries and auto theft.  It will show on a map where these incidents have occurred.  It will not give the exact address but which block it happened in, for example the 200 block of Franklin Street.  This program is constantly updated and is controlled by the Police department.  The software also tracks how many visitors the site has had and gives a printout of a report.  Genger made a motion to purchase the software and give a trial period of one year, Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

MINERAL SPRINGS VILLAS
Larry Gough apologized to the Council for the Letter of Credit expiring and said it was unintentional the money is still in the bank.  After much discussion it was agreed upon the Gough would get a new Letter of Credit immediately that would cover all cost of infrastructure.  Once the Letter of Credit is in place, Elwood would issue an occupancy permit for the second half of the unoccupied duplex already there.  There will be no other building until a timeline is in place, which Gough said will take 2-4 weeks to complete.  Lyp also noted that having a new timeline in place is a major modification of the PUD so it must be approved by the Plan Commission first and then the Town Council.  Gough asked if he could eliminate the passing lane on Beam Street which Lyp replied would have to be done at the Plan Commission level first.  Gough was instructed to take care of the vegetation and the landscaping screen on the berm at the rear of the property between the Villas and Woodlake Springs subdivision within 30 days. Gough was not sure what else he could do but plant more trees on the berm.  Gough stated that he would build the bike trail section surrounding his property on Beam Street and Mineral Springs as soon as possible.  
NEW BUSINESS

NATIONAL LAKESHORE- MR. CONSTATINE DILLON

Mr. Dillon noted that the National Park covers 15 towns and cities and also is in 3 counties, but Porter is its home with the headquarters here.  Mr. Dillon thanked the Police, Fire and Public Works department heads for all their cooperation and assistance which makes a very good working relationship.  Dillon noted that he is working with Congressman Pete Visclosky to have a water line installed to Camp Goodfellow which would run down Mineral Springs Road and Howe Road.  Any residents along that route would be able to tap on to town water for a fee.  There will also be fire hydrants installed along this path.   The Park is also working on how to handle overflowing parking lots.  Possibly there could be a shuttle bus to go from lot to lot.  A new comprehensive sign plan is in the works and could possibly be done by next year.  He reminded everyone that the Harvest Festival is September 19-20.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Martin announced that Porter has received approval of  a grant to purchase 36 bike racks.  He said that he would work with Lorelei of the PCCRVC for placement along the trails.
Dated this ______ day of August, 2009.
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