TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
August 10, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, Dave Babcock, Micheal Genger, pro-tem Clerk Treasurer Sue Huyser, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser,.   Absent was Council Member Todd Martin, Park Superintendent James Miller and Clerk Treasurer, Carol Pomeroy.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Granat made a motion to approve the July 27, 2010 minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $2,441.58 as presented and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Everett Pokorney of 1220 W. Porter Ave., Chesterton on behalf of John Hall, was looking for a partnership with the town to repair/replace the sidewalks stretching 2 blocks from 208 Lincoln St.  Brueckheimer responded that the town is removing trees and stumps from the easements that have been destroying the sidewalks.  The tree removal is preparation for the repair of the sidewalks scheduled for next spring.
Carl Dahlin of 336 Dabbert Dr. Porter Beach updated the council that on July 16th he hired a surveyor to look at the property.  He stated there were some discrepancies identifying Right of Way encroachments on his property.  He also informed Patrick Lyp that he has hired Atty. Matthews and he is working on the situation.  He asked the Council to think long and hard before giving away streets and alley property to the National Lakeshore because it takes away the tax base.    He will be back at the next council meeting on Aug. 24th.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Huyser requested on Pomeroys behalf to adjust off 12 utility accounts in the amount of $524.52.  Granat made a motion to adjust off $524.52 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
Also requested was the approval to pay for repairs to the Charger from line item 101-001-342 Liability Insurance in the amount of $1,477.95.  Genger made the motion to pay for repairs out of appropriation number 101-001-342 line item liability insurance in the amount of $1,477.95 and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
ATTORNEY REPORT
Spoke with Elwood prior to the meeting regarding the issue with the # of cats exceeding the town ordinance.  Elwood stated he already sent a letter to the property owner.  Lyp said the second step would be to issue a formal citation and advised Elwood to do so if it is still an issue.  The third step would be an enforced ordinance violation and referral to the County Courts.  Lyp asked Elwood at this third step stage to refer the issue to him for follow up with the Court System. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked residents to lock their vehicles.  There has been an increase in theft reports from cars and the vehicles have been unlocked.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer would like to change her 3 year CEDIT plan, see attached.  Bollinger asked for an overview on the Total Patcher.  Brueckheimer stated that the cold patch at $105 a ton lasts only approximately 3 months and the Total Patch equipment stretches the repairs to approximately 2 – 3 years.  Brueckheimer would like to buy the machine outright instead of financing.  Babcock and Brueckheimer discussed the equipment and he feels it would be a good purchase, she has done her homework.  Granat asked if Brueckheimer has checked into purchasing a used machine to which she replied there aren’t any to be had, not even a reconditioned one.  Most municipalities that own them keep them.  Also discussed was the purchase of fleet trucks as opposed to a dump truck.  Brueckheimer stated the price includes trading in two of the 2005 trucks in service now.  She would like to get on a five year rotation to replace the fleet trucks.  Motion was made by Babcock to approve the changes to the 3 year CEDIT plan and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT
Keiser updated the council on the Little Calumet clean up.  The Wildlife Habitat Council is set up as the restoration and ecological cleanup crew.  They began working today to remove the log jams along the river beginning at Mineral Springs.  The town has received a $3,600 grant from Arcelor Mittal to help in the cost for clean up and to install a boat launch.  Redevelopment will supply additional funding providing the town with a substantial amount done with little capital invested.
Keiser also reported a bid opening was held at 5:30 for the Town Hall Sidewalk project.  The original amount estimated was $30,000.  This project is necessary because the town is bound by federal law to be handicapped accessible.  This project involves removal and replacement of the sidewalks to be ADA compliant.  The Bids received were Ryan Construction $20,100.00, Apex Excavation $29,900.00 and Gariup $37,200.00.  Granat made the motion to approve Ryan Construction not to exceed $20,100.00 for the sidewalks at the Town Hall and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

None - Absent
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

10 New Contractors all paperwork was in order.  Babcock made the motion to approve 10 new contractors with Genger making the second.  Vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

Reminder that the public meeting for the sanitary sewer rate increase will be August 24th at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.
NEW BUSINESS

None
COUNCIL COMMENTS

None
Genger made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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