TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JULY 27, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, Micheal Genger, Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Asst. Police Chief Todd Allen, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   Council member David Babcock was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Martin made a motion to approve the July 13, 2010 minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $363,407.95 & $123,243.89 as presented and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Nina Kizer-Hershman of West Oak Hill Road commented that she was against the sewer rate hike stating that her rate will double since she moved to Porter which also includes trash/recycling fees.  She said that the service has been cut for recycling now it is picked up every other week compared to every week before.  She also complained about a sewer smell since the Town replaced the sewer lines.  Keiser said that it is not sewer smell but the smell is sulfur leaching on the slag that was placed along the road.  He noted that after a few good rains the smell should subside.  Bollinger said that the Town absorbs a portion of the recycling fees not like most Towns where the residents absorbs all the costs.

Carl Dahlin of Porter Beach stated that he did not create the parking problem at Porter Beach for the fireworks show.  He blamed the Town of Porter for selling 500 beach permits for parking at the beach when they only have 30 parking places.  Karen Pisowicz said the National Park Service is at fault for not having sufficient parking at the beach.  Resident Robert Kuna agreed that parking will be an issue until NPS expands its parking lot.  He also told Dahlin to sell his property to the NPS.  Dahlin stated that his commercial property is the last piece of property on Lake Michigan that is privately owned.  He said that he is only asking for fair market value for his property.  Attorney Lyp stated that he has received a letter from Dahlin’s attorney.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked the Council for permission to write off a total of $342.54 for duplicate billing.  Granat made a motion to write off $342.54 and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Assistant Chief Todd Allen asked permission from Town Council to refund $50.00 for a gun permit.  When the background check was done it was discovered that the applicant was not a resident of the Town of Porter.  Granat made a motion to refund the $50.00 and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer reported another hectic weekend with 5.7” of rain.  She noted that 23,000 gallons was overflowed.  Brueckheimer asked permission to use $80,000 from Major Moves to repave roads she noted that the total bill for repaving is $123,735.  Granat made a motion to let Brueckheimer spend $80,000 from the Major Moves Fund and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT

LITTLE CALUMET RIVER KAYAKING

Keiser stated that today Brueckheimer, Bollinger and himself kayaked the Little Calumet River with members of the Northwest Indiana Paddlers Assoc and representatives of the DNR Fish and Wildlife representatives.  He stated that they had a great time and saw first hand the log jams and received some great input from the DNR.

PORTER GATEWAY SUBAREA OPEN HOUSE

The Redevelopment Commission will be hosting an open house Wednesday July 28 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall.  This will allow members of the public to meet one on one with consultants to ask questions about the project.

BIKE RACK GRANT

Keiser said that the Town has received the INDOT contract that will allow the Town to proceed with the bike rack grant.  The Town requested and was awarded 36 bike racks and they will be installed around Town in public places.

HIGHWAY 20 BRIDGE COMMENCEMENT

The week of August 9th, the contractor will start the construction of the Hwy 20 bridge replacement.  Keiser noted that this is a 9 month project and lanes will be closed and reconfigured throughout the construction.

PORTER BEACH OVERLAY – INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL

Keiser noted that the Porter Beach Overlay Committee met a few weeks ago to discuss the Invasive Species control document.  James Mandon, Town Planner, put together a list of invasive species with assistance from a representative from the National Park Service.  This list will be posted at the Town Hall and online at www.townofporter.com and he would like some comments for our next meeting.  The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday August 18th at 5:30pm at the Town Hall.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller said that Christian Osborn, a 15 year old Boy Scout has made 6 picnic tables and donated them to the Park as his Eagle Scout project.  Christian is a Porter resident and a member of Troop 876 of Michigan City.

Miller noted that at Hawthorne Park there are 20 Ash trees and 18 are infected with Emerald Ash Bore.

Miller asked permission to transfer 3 donations to line item #219-001-365 they are as follows:


$190 from the Bilderback family for the purchase of a tree in memory of Pat Bilderback.


$500 donation from the Kiwanis Club earmarked for the children’s programs.  Miller noted that $250 will be 
used for the summer park program and $250 for intermediate children’s cooking class.


$300 donation from Rondi Wightman earmarked for the children’s park program.

Attorney Lyp said the Council could do this by consensus which they all approved.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Elwood presented 7 new contractors and Martin made a motion to approve and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Elwood stated that the new charter school in Porter hopes to have occupancy by August 9th for classes to start later in the month.

NEW BUSINESS

HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL

Bollinger stated that the Council received quotes for the Town’s health insurance for employees and the best quote was from the current carrier Benefit Administrative Systems (BAS) with an 8% increase over last year.  The other quotes were not as competitive.  Genger made a motion to accept the BAS as the Town’s health insurance provider and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

SEWER BOND RESOLUTION 2010-03

Bollinger explained that the 27% sewer rate hike has been held to a minimum because the Redevelopment Commission will borrow $4.1 million of the cost and the Town Council will borrow $1 million and will repay the loan back with CEDIT Funds.  The loan is for 15 years. Genger made a motion to number and   read by title only and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Resolution 2010-03 passed.

OLD BUSINESS

Sewer Ordinance 2010-08 amending sewer rates.

Bollinger stated that last year a committee of residents and Council members was formed and their job was to look at sewer rates and projects that needed to be done.  In the end they suggested a 59% increase was needed to comply with IDEM and the cost would be $5.1 million.  The Council then talked to Redevelopment Commission to help the Town keep this rate at a minimum.  Redevelopment Commission volunteered to borrow $4.1 million and the Council would borrow $1 million.  Granat made a motion to number and read Ordinance 2010-08 by title only and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  A public hearing will be August 24th at 7:00pm at the Town Hall.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

None

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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