TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JULY 26, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Greg Sobkowski, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser and Park Superintendent Jim Miller.  Police Chief James Spanier was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Martin made the second, 
vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Bollinger made a motion to approve the claims and sewer write-offs as presented in the amounts of $430,823.91, $162,819.76 and $266.10 and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

Attorney Gregory Sobkowski stated that this is his first meeting and met the Department Heads earlier in the day and it is a pleasure to serve the Town of Porter.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

In Chief Spanier’s absence police liaison Jon Grant reported that Spanier is at a police class and noted that the detectives are very busy and Porter Beach problems have alleviated with an officer down there each weekend.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig asked the Council permission to use a portion of his CEDIT money of $20,000 which is earmarked for 2012.  Craig said that his primary pumper may need a new alternator which would cost approximately $1,000 and his tanker is leaking and the replacement of seals is estimated between $7,000 and $18,000.  Bollinger made a motion for the Fire Department to use a maximum of $18,000 from CEDIT to replace an alternator on the pumper and also have the seals fixed on the tanker, Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.
Craig also stated that they are having a busy month with 55 calls and 80% of them are for EMS.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer said that Reith Riley is milling Woodlawn and should be paved by Thursday weather permitting.  She also reminded residents that the Public Works complex on Beam Street is open to everyone from Porter County for a drop off site for electronics for recycling.  Brueckheimer also thanked all the volunteers that helped her cleaned and cleared the Little Calumet River from Waverly Road to Mineral Springs Road.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser reported on the following:

NIRPC COMMITTEE MEETING:

Keiser attended a meeting regarding regulations of private septic systems.  He noted that when private septic systems fail they end up polluting waterways and creeks and then MS4 are required to deal with it.  Keiser will give an update when available.
ADA COMPLIANCE SEMINAR

Keiser & Brueckheimer attended an ADA Compliance Training seminar at NIRPC today.  The Americans with Disabilities Act requires certain communities to put together a transition plan.  Keiser is reviewing the requirements to see if Porter is required to comply and what we have to do.  He will also give an update when available.

SEWER PROJECTS

Grimmer, the company that relined the Town’s manholes will be in town to assess a manhole on Lincoln Street with a sinkhole forming.  The manhole is covered by a one year warranty.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller announced that the park program closed Friday and was very successful.  He thanked the Fire department for bringing the tanker down and squirted the children.  Miller also announced that the Chesterton Art Fair is August 6th & 7th at Hawthorne Park.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT
Elwood announced 9 new contractors for a total of 323 approved contractors.  Martin made a motion to accept the 9 new contractors and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

REDEVELOPMENT REPORT
Bollinger stated that they discussed buying sewer capacity from the Town of Chesterton and also they were going to inquire about buying the 2009 capacity amount also.  She also stated that they adopted a Resolution capturing TIF district.

PLAN COMMISSION
Cancelled for lack of business

BZA
Cancelled for lack of business

PARK

None

POLICE COMMISSION

Granat reported that two new dispatchers were hired.

STORM WATER BOARD

Cantrell reported that they are working on the Five Yar Comprehensive Plan

NEW BUSINESS

PARK HVAC PROPOSAL

Park Board member Patti Raffin gave a power point presentation to explain their need for new furnace and air conditioning system costing $28,878.  The Park Board received 3 quotes for the

identical equipment and the lowest bidder was Circle R.  They also requested an additional $7,000 for incidental expenses and to relocate and cage the condensing units.  The Council asked Pomeroy what was left from the Park’s 2011 CEDIT appropriations which was $8,584.58 and their 2013 appropriations are $20,000.  Babcock made a motion to give the Park Board a total of not to exceed $35,878 for replacing furnace and air conditioning unit and incidental expenses for relocation and caging the condensing units and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat asked Keiser when the Porter Brickyard Bike/Hike Trail was going to start and Keiser replied that it was starting next week finally.

Babcock asked when the contract for Trash and Recycling pickup was up.  Babcock suggested that the Town get larger bins for recycling.  Brueckheimer asked if the Town could purchase larger recycling bins that are senior friendly with wheels.  Pomeroy said that would drive the cost to residents up.  Pomeroy said that Able will accept 30 gallon bins if they are marked recycling.  The Council agreed to include larger recycling bins as an alternate quote.
Granat said that Brueckheimer and Spanier would like a public workshop for budget.  Pomeroy stated that she is meeting with Karl Cender on August 2 at 10:30 to go over the budget and department heads and Council if welcome to join them.  The Council decided to have a workshop.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of August, 2011.
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