TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JULY 14, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Jon Granat, Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Fire Chief Lewie Craig was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $21,558.04 and $129,134.72 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Rita Newman of Franklin Street thanked all departments for making the 4th of July parade and picnic a success.
Sherrill Newman of Franklin Street thanked the Police for volunteering for the dunk tank and the Fire Department for squirting the kids at the park.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked the Council to approve an internal additional appropriation to the Fire Fund for line item 241-001-222 Garage/Motor in the amounts of $7,146.22 for the fire station, $3,911.46 for the fire department truck and $1,500 for the fire department door for a grand total of $12,557.68.  This is an insurance check for reimbursements for an accident.  Genger made a motion to approve the reimbursement check to the above line items and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Pomeroy asked permission to do the following write offs for the sewer department in the amounts of $1,149.43 and $118.54 for a resident on Wood Street that has been billed and shouldn’t have because they live in Chesterton and for $163.70 for a resident at Porter Beach who was billed in error for sewer.  Granat made the motion to approve the above write offs and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Pomeroy asked the Council to approve an expenditure of $2,500 for software for the sewer department to buy a module that enables sewer customers to pay automatically from their checking account.  Babcock made the motion to approve buying the software and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Pomeroy noted that they had already approved $2,000 for software that wasn’t bought because of changes made to the collection of bills.
ATTORNEY REPORT

No report

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier reported that he had received an untimely Assemblage Permit from a resident that was having a birthday party with a band on private property.  Spanier noted that basically they do not need an assemblage permit but the noise from a band may pose problems under the noise ordinance.  Lyp advised the Council to be careful about waiving the submission deadline.  Lyp also stated that he had not seen the permit but stated that they cannot hide behind the assembly ordinance for noise.  Babcock asked if the neighbors have been consulted about the band.  Babcock made a motion to deny the permit because of being submitted late and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

No report

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer thanked everyone for helping for another successful parade and picnic in the Park.

Brueckheimer said that the MS4 audit with IDEM was very successful and they passed with flying colors.  

TOWN DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser gave an update on the stimulus projects and stated that Brueckheimer and he would be determining stormwater pipe sizes and placement and a cost estimate for Major Moves funding for the Oak Hill and Waverly Road project.

Keiser stated that he had submitted the fire station grant application.

Keiser asked permission to apply for a 100% reimbursable grant from NIRPC and INDOT for bike racks, he noted that the deadline is August 7th.  By consensus the council agreed.
He also stated that Haas & Associates had submitted a proposal to complete the Preliminary Engineering Report.  Keiser said that he had not had time to review and would report the next meeting on it.

Keiser said that new microphones, speakers and a new sound processor will be installed in the meeting room and should be done by next meeting.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller said that there is one more week to go of the children’s park program which draws about 30 to 40 children daily.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT
Elwood presented 13 new contractors applications which Babcock made a motion to approve and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood reminded residents to get building permits for their own protection against shoddy work.  When the Town issues building permit that means that the contractor is insured and bonded.
NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 2009-04 - Loan from CEDIT Fund
Granat made a motion to number and read by title only a resolution to loan money from the CEDIT Fund to the following Funds:  General Fund $190,000; MVH Fund $150,000; Fire Fund $50,000; and the Park Fund $40,000 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Ice Cream stand at Porter Beach
Doug Couch of 3022 Wabash presented a request to sell individually wrapped ice cream and bottled water from a push cart that would be located on Carl Dahlin’s property which is zoned for business.  Elwood stated that the vendor ordinance sets some restrictions like the hours of operation.  Bollinger asked if a Porter County Health Department permit would be required and Couch stated no because everything is pre-packaged.  Bollinger also stated that she would like to see something in writing from Carl Dahlin giving permission to use his property.  Lyp told Couch to get something in writing from Dahlin, go to Town Hall and fill out an application and call him and he will give him further instructions on how to proceed.  Council agreed by consensus.
Able Disposal – Jim Smith
Jim Smith of Able Disposal, Town’s refuse collector, attended the Council’s meeting to explain the procedure of picking up grass clippings and branches. He asked Brueckheimer if she gets any calls on this issue.  Brueckheimer said she gets numerous calls daily to pick up grass clippings and branches from residents.  She noted that it is in our contract and also posted on their website that they (Able) will pickup grass and branches, but they do not do it.  Smith said he would correct the problem and asked residents to bag the grass or place in the 95 gallon container that they provide.  Branches need to be no longer than 4 feet and bundled not to weigh more than 50 pounds.  Smith also noted that the residents can rent another 95 gallon container at the cost of $3.00 a month for a minimum of 6 months.  If the residents decide to bag the clippings they will not take more than 8 bags at a time.  Smith also stated that they would take 2 large items per week and asked to be notified when this is happening.  They will accept items that contain Freon
for a fee of $25.

Appointment to Chesterton Utility Board

Babcock made a motion to appoint Brenda Brueckheimer as a non-voting member to the Chesterton Utility Board and Granat made the second.  Brueckheimer accepted.  Vote 5-0.
Health Insurance Renewal

Steve Brady, the Town’s current health insurance administrator, said that he had submitted 12 bids for health insurance coverage.  Bollinger said that she reviewed them and all 12 proposals were higher than what the Town currently pays.  Bollinger said that if the Town changes to a partially self-funded insurance plan and change insurance companies from UnitedHealth Care to BAS (Benefit Administrative System) insurance company the Town would save $6,000.  Babcock asked if there are administration costs involved and Brady stated yes but they would be drastically reduced from what the Town is paying now.  Pomeroy said that the cost now is $10 per employee per month.  Brady noted that there will no longer be EOB’s that the employees now submit.  Brady said that there will be a third party administrator that will deal directly with the network.  He also stated that there will be no changes in insurance, currently it is 70/30 on claims with a $500 deductible plus a maximum of $450 out of pocket.  Brady stated that the employee has the choice between 2 plans that they will pick.  He said that whichever plan they pick that they must stay with that plan for 1 year.  Brady said that the Town would have flexibility over how to use the surplus money that will be placed in an escrow account.  Brady plans to meet with the employees and explain their options.  Genger made a motion to accept BAS health insurance policy as proposed and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Bollinger thanked the Friends of Porter for the parade and picnic at the Park and also thanked Genger who with the Duneland Chamber of Commerce organized the fireworks at Indiana State Park and also thanked the Porter police department and fire department for their help also.

Bollinger also stated that she met with Superintendent Constantine Dillon of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore regarding the future of Chellberg Farm.  She said that they are not opposed to re-opening the site as a working farm but time is being taken to access what to do with Chellberg Farm and Bailly Homestead under a comprehensive long term plan.  She noted that there will be future public input sessions scheduled.  Babcock urged residents to fill out the survey and return it.  

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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