TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JULY 13, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members David Babcock and Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser and Superintendent James Miller.   Absent were Council members Jon Granat and Micheal Genger.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to approve the June 22, 2010 minutes as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Martin made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $187,629.93 and $25,136.13 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Robert Kuna of Dune Forest Trail stated that at Porter Beach for the fireworks on July 2 that Carl Dahlin created a traffic jam that reached beyond Highway 12.  Dahlin was parking cars that created a nuisance.  Lyp stated that what
happened on that weekend cannot happen again in the future.  Lyp stated that waiting cars cannot stack up on a public road.  Lyp said he would write a letter after talking to Elwood.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented a sewer write off in the amount of $61.55 for account #16140-01 because they were billed twice.
Babcock made a motion to write off the above amount and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Pomeroy asked the Council permission to close the DOS sewer accounts but not write off.  Pomeroy explained that the last time this system was used was July 2006 when Indiana American Water Co took over the sewer billing.  Pomeroy said that she ran a master file of all accounts, most all accounts had no balances but some did for a total of $56,841.35.  The accounts with balances have either been certified liens with Porter County auditors or turned over to a collection company.  She noted that we can still collect money for these accounts if and when they are paid.  Pomeroy asked the Council if she close out the DOS system.  Babcock made a motion to close out the DOS billing system as long as we can still collect any money that is paid and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.
Pomeroy noted that last year the Council hired a gentleman Chad Elwood to go search and identify all parcels in the Town because we knew some property’s were not being billed or were billed incorrectly.  Elwood identified 465 properties not being billed.  Out of the 465 properties there were 288 existing accounts that were not being billed storm water fees this amounts to $2,304.00 per billing cycle, 42 new flat rate sewer accounts which includes recycling and storm water fees for a total of $5,076.96 40 new recycling and storm water fees for a total of $1,200 and 95 new vacant parcels for storm water fees for a total of $760.  The grand total of these new accounts total $9,340.96 per billing cycle.  Pomeroy said that these accounts have all been added to the system and will receive a bill in July.
Pomeroy presented a claim in the amount of $19,973.00 from Morton Builders for a pole barn installed at Hawthorne Park that was approved earlier for the Park department and the money was coming out of the CEDIT Fund.  Babcock made a motion to pay the claim from the CEDIT Fund and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.
Pomeroy also noted that at the last meeting when the Council approved to spend $3,000 for fireworks show it was omitted from the minutes that this amount was to be taken out of CEDIT.  Pomeroy asked that they make a motion to do so.  Martin made a motion to pay $3,000 from CEDIT for the fireworks and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT
None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier presented an application for an assemblage permit that was submitted by the Chesterton Art Fair for August 7th and 8th.  Spanier said all was in order including insurance and that they have this Fair every year at Hawthorne Park.

Babcock made a motion to approve the Chesterton Art Fair application and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer stated that Franklin Street would be closed the 14th & 15th from 10:00am TIL 4:00pm for tree removal.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING & DEVELOPMENT

Keiser said that the Town has received the final acceptance letter from INDOT for Waverly Road and Oak Hill Road paving projects.  These 2 road projects are considered closed.
Keiser said that the TAC committee met a few weeks ago to discuss the Porter Beach vendors.  At that meeting they discussed that no more vendor licenses be issued at Porter Beach until the department heads have time to determine the proper placement and ways to control the vendors parking.  Keiser noted that since approval was already given to George’s Gyros, that if he comes in and pays his fee there is one spot that is consistently covered with sand if he wants to clean this spot and put his cart he can.  Bollinger said that over the winter they will address the issue of vendors at Porter Beach.  Martin made a motion to allow George’s Gyros to locate his food stand at Porter Beach this summer if he pays his fee.  He would be able to operate from dawn to dusk in the far parking space that usually drifts with sand if he clears it himself and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller noted that there is only 1 week left of the Park program and it was very successful.
BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT
Elwood presented 11 new contractors.  Babcock made a motion to accept the 11 new contractors and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.

Elwood stated that he has received a petition from the residents from Main and First Street about the homeowner that has approximately 70 cats in his home.  Elwood said that this was called to his attention last year and he  
notified the Porter County Animal Control department and Porter County Health department last year.  He will contact them again.  Elwood said that last year that the Adult Protective Service determined that the owner of the cats is competent.  Elwood explained that last summer Porter Firefighters entered the feces-ridden home with breathing apparatus to sort out the situation.  At that time feral cats and dead cats were found.  Elwood said that since then about 40 cats have been removed and Porter County Animal Shelter has been removing cats to be spayed/neutered but then they return them to their lawful owner.  Elwood said that Porter Town code limits the number of animals allowed in a residential area is 6.  Elwood said as of today that there are 60 to 80 cats there.  He said short of cooperation from the resident a court order would have to be obtained by the Town to force removal of the animals and cleanup of the property.  When Elwood was asked why it is taking so long to resolve he said the Town has been working through the required avenues with the appropriate agencies.
NEW BUSINESS
Golf Cart Ordinance 2010-07

Bollinger explained that all department heads supplied input and changed language on this ordinance that was modeled after Chesterton’s golf cart ordinance.  She said that the ordinance can be amended in the future if need be.  
She noted that golf carts can not be ridden on State Highway 49, US 20 and US12 or at any grade crossing of either highway.  Babcock made a motion to number and read by title only and Martin made the second.  Vote 3-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading by title only and approval of ordinance and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.  Ordinance 2010-07 was passed.

Sanitary Sewer Rate Increase.

Keiser stated that last year a sewer committee was formed and they reviewed the Town’s sewer system and came up with projects that needed to be addressed to be compliant with IDEM.  Some of the projects were sewer relining and new lift stations.  In order to do these projects they also recommended a sewer rate increase.  Karl Cender, Financial advisor for the town, stated that the town needs to boost its revenue by $303,000 annually to meet its goals.  He also noted that the 27% increase will meet these goals.  He said if the upcoming $5.1 million bond sale were not being repaid with property taxes and Porter County income tax revenue the town would need a 65% sewer increase instead of the 27% to repay the bonds with user fees.  Cender also stated that the percentage of increase will be higher for flat rate customers because previously the rates were based on 3,985 gallons per month and the new average will be 5,000 gallons per month.  Martin asked if there would be any way to defer the double impact to non-metered customers.  Bollinger said no because for many years they have been given a break and if their numbers were not adjusted all sewer customers would face a 32% increase.  Cender said the next step would be to have 1st and 2nd readings and a public hearing at the 2nd meeting of August.  Cender said that Attorney Lyp and he will prepare the ordinance for next meeting.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger thanked Police, Fire and Public Works departments for helping make the second annual fireworks display a success at Indiana Dunes State Park.

Bollinger also announced a special open house on July 28 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall for the public to learn about the 

planned Gateway to the Dunes project.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-0.
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