TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JULY 12, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser and Park Superintendent Jim Miller.  Police Chief James Spanier and Building Commissioner Art Elwood were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second, vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amount of $15,205.56 and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Karen Pisowicz asked Council who planned on taking health insurance and Bollinger stated that she was and Pisowicz asked Fowler and he responded no.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Granat responded since Chief Spanier was absent and reported that the 4th of July fireworks and parade went with no hitches or problems.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig stated that Highway 20 will be closed from 6:00pm to 6:00am and then only 1 lane for the rest of the day.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer reported that the paving on Woodlawn Avenue is delayed because of equipment delays and probably will be done next week.  She also noted that flyers that were sent out by Waste Management offering discounts to Porter residents were sent in error.  Brueckheimer warned the residents not to sign up for this because Porter is under contract with Able Disposal and they would be paying twice for the same service.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser reported on the following:

STORMWATER BOARD MASTER PLAN:

The Stormwater Board is asking residents with flooding concerns to come into the Town Hall and fill out an informational form and to document on the display map where the flooding occurs.

DUNES KANKAKEE TRAIL PUBLIC HEARING:

Keiser stated that last night Porter County held a public hearing for the Dunes Kankakee Trail with the goal of establishing standards for the trail.  The meeting was very well attended.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Superintendent Miller said that the Summer Program is coming to an end and everyone did a wonderful job.  Park Board Rondi Wightman reported on the 4th of July festival and noted that it was a success.  There were 36 parade entries, 20 children were declared winners for the poster contest and an approximately 1,200  people attended the fireworks at the end of the evening.
Becky Maranto of the Park Board also reported on the cooking class that is attended by 5th & 6th graders was also a success.  Maranto said that each day a different chef attended the class to teach safety and basic knowledge of cooking.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Seven new contractors were presented and Bollinger made a motion to accept the 7 new contractors and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

HEALTH INSURANCE RENEWAL:

Bollinger said that the Town is partially self-funded with Zurich Insurance Company and will post a $30,000 surplus for the year.  The Town received 7 quotes and Zurich remained the lowest
quote even with a 9% increase.  Brueckheimer reported no complaints from her employees.  Martin made a motion to approve health insurance for the Town with Zurich Insurance Company effective August 1, 2011 and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

GATEWAY SUB-AREA PLAN

Bollinger stated that the Plan Commission sent a favorable recommendation in April to the Town Council to add the Gateway Plan to the Comprehensive Plan which guides future development in that area, with the understanding that it can be modified if necessary in the future.  Bollinger made a motion to accept the Plan and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

NEW ATTORNEY CONTRACT
Fowler said that the Council interviewed 3 attorneys and chose Gregory Sobkowski  of Hodges & Davis because of his background and experience.  Lyp said that Greg’s contract mirrors his contract with the same amount and coverage.  Lyp stated that he will help during this transition of lawyers.  Martin made a motion to hire Greg Sobkowski and Granat made the second,        vote 5-0

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Fowler said the Gateway project represents a historic plan for Porter’s future prosperity and is the best option available despite mixed reviews from the residents.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.
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