TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 28, 2011

Vice President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Jon Granat and David Babcock, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Assistant Chief Jay Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser and. Park Superintendent Jim Miller. President Trevin Fowler, Council member Todd Martin and Fire Chief Lewie Craig were absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the June 14 minutes as written and Babcock made the second, vote 3-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $342,058.20, $125,395.97 and Sewer write-off in the amount of $320.79 and Babcock made the second, vote 3-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Jane Cooperman, 1835 Indian Boundary Road Chesterton, stated that she has been hired by Porter resident Ray Cahnman to do landscaping at his residence at Porter Beach and wanted to

know if she could proceed since there is a lawsuit pending.  Babcock stated that she would have to meet with Art Elwood for direction and Babcock also stated that the Porter Overlay Ordinance and the Zoning Ordinance would have to be followed.  Lyp noted that as long as she did not do anything involving the trees and snow fence she could proceed following the above ordinances.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy stated that at last meeting she presented Cash Drawer and On-line Bill pay to the Council and Martin questioned the service fee for on-line bill pay that normally there is a charge to the merchant.  Pomeroy explained to the Council that Keystone is the merchant and they pay this charge.  Pomeroy also asked the Council what their pleasure was on providing a kiosk at the Town Hall for residents that do not have a computer and would like to pay by credit card, and if they would like to do this she asked for a maximum of $2,000 to buy a computer and have it installed.  Granat said to wait on this to see how many residents actually request to use it.  Babcock  made a motion to buy the cash drawer software for $1,200 and cash till for $300 and also do the necessary set up for on-line bill pay for $1,500 and Granat made the second, vote 3-0.
Pomeroy presented 2 requests from the owners of the property at 815-817 Eugene Street and 819-821 Eugene Street to install a water meter instead of being a flat rate sewer customer. Babcock stated that the owners pay to install the meters and asked if IN American Water Co reads the meters?  Pomeroy responded that the owners or tenants are responsible to call in their readings to the Sewer Department the 1st of each month, if they do not call in the readings before billing their charge will reflect a flat rate charge.  By consensus the Council agreed that the owners of the property can install water meters at their own expense.
ATTORNEY REPORT

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier reported that the Town police department, National Lakeshore, INDOT and Indiana State Park are all working together to help alleviate the traffic problems at the beach for the 4th of July weekend.  Chief advised the Council that each car going to the fireworks at the beach will be stopped briefly to advise the drivers of parking options.  Spanier stated that he has printed flyers to hand out to Porter Beach residents and their guests. They are to place these flyers on their dashboard so that they are visible by officers and they will be waved through the checkpoint without unneeded instructions and this will help eliminate congestion at Porter Beach.  The flyers are available at the Police station and at Town Hall.  Spanier advised that attendees should arrive early because the parking will fill up fast.  Spanier also said that Porter Beach guests will not be turned away if they do not have one of these flyers, it will just take them a longer time for them to get through.  Spanier also said that there will be buses at Chesterton Middle School to transport people to the fireworks at Porter Beach on July 1st from 4:30 to 7:30.
Spanier thanked the Park Department for helping with the success of the Bike Rodeo and also thanked the Fire Department.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer said that the culvert at Burwell has been replaced.  The Town is waiting for the strike of Local 150 to be settled to move forward with paving projects.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Stormwater Board Master Plan
Keiser stated at the Stormwater Board meeting earlier tonight, the Stormwater Board is asking residents to come to the Town Hall next month and fill out a form indicating any localized flooding or drainage concerns so that it can be added to their Stormwater Master Plan.  In the 2008 Master Plan the Stormwater Board identified 19 drainage locations and in the last three years has completed 14 of those issues.  The Board would like to get more areas identified to determine priority and funding options.  These notices will be sent with the next sanitary sewer bill.
BLT Adirondack Chairs
The BLT committee will be having an Adirondack chair contest shortly for the Town of Porter businesses.  The BLT has purchased 30 chairs and will be selling them for $50 each to Porter businesses for a painting contest.  The BLT will be contacting local businesses whendetails are final.

Update on Sanitary Projects
Six Box Lift Station

NIPSCO has started on the electrical upgrades of the lines to replace the lift station.  Keiser will contact the contractor Agent G Underground to discuss the timeline.
Porter Avenue Lift Station

Keiser announced that last week the Chesterton Utility Board approved the Town of Porter Capacity Certification/Allocation for the IDEM permit for the Porter Avenue Lift Station.  The permit application will be put together by Haas and Associates and submitted shortly.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller thanked The Chesterton Building Trades School and Jeff Larson for installing the Energy Package at the new pole barn.  Miller also thanked Jeff Bailey for installing LED lights at the Gazebo at Hawthorne Park.  Miller also asked permission to transfer donations of $5,000 from Bud Tilden estate for Park improvements and $300 from the Chesterton Kiwanis for Children’s program to line item 219-001-365. Babcock made a motion to approve the transfer the donations of $5,000 and $300 to line item 219-001-365 and Granat made the second, vote 3-0.
BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Elwood presented 6 new contractors for a grand total of 307.  Granat made a motion to accept the 6 new contractors and Babcock made the second, vote 3-0.

PLAN COMMISSION REPORT

Elwood reported that the item on the agenda was pulled.
BZA REPORT

There were 2 public hearings, 1 was denied and 1 approved

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT

Bollinger said that the Redevelopment Commission was cancelled earlier but at the previous meeting they approved 3 contracts for Weaver Boos for phase 2, RDA for $3.9 million and SHE contract.
PARK BOARD REPORT

Rondi Wightman, Park Board President reported that the plans are ready for the 4th of July Patriotism in the Park funfest.  There is space still available for the Cooking Class at Hawthorne Park.

POLICE COMMISSION REPORT

Spanier reported that he has received very good reports about Dan Dickey, Special Officer at the Beach.

STORMWATER BOARD REPORT

President Bill Cantrell said that the Board is preparing for their 5 Year Plan.

NEW BUSINESS

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Costa Dillon reported they are removing a house in Dunes Forest and will replace a collapsed culvert and regrade the ditch once it is removed and they are also removing 2 beach homes which are creating problems because they contain asbestos.  These homes are expired leasebacks. Dillon wants to develop a new picnic area at Porter Beach where these 2 homes are being removed.  He explained that there is gas and electrical lines in place and he envisions ¼ acre picnic site which could be used for individual, group or a commercial vendor sales.  Dillon is seeking design services to have the picnic area roof reflect the flow of the Dunes.  He sees the finished structure so attractive that Porter would want to put in on the Town’s brochures. Dillon explained that no parking places will be lost for the Town and stated that some engineering changes may have to take place to ensure accessibility for the new picnic area but the Town will have control over that.  He noted that working with the Town offers some opportunities that would not be reached doing it alone.  Bollinger said that Porter has $15,000 in Marina grant money available.  The Council unanimously agreed to proceed.

Attorney contract
Lyp said the Council interviewed 3 attorneys and they announced Gregory Sobkowski of Hodges & Davis will be their new attorney replacing Patrick Lyp who will officially resign July 12th.  Lyp said a contract has not been signed yet because Sobowski is on vacation.  Bollinger said that Sobowski will be the primary attorney and another attorney from the firm will likely advise the Plan and BZA Commissions.

OLD BUSINESS

Eagle Scout Tony Davern Troop 998
Tony Davern installed bike racks for the Town of Porter to earn his Eagle Scout badge.  Tony
organized and supervised, with the help of Troop 998,the  installation of  33 bike racks throughout the Town.  Keiser stated that they started at 9:00am and were finished by 1:00pm, 6 of the racks were set in concrete and the rest were surface mounts.  Brueckheimer and Keiser were impressed with their organization and dedication for installing these racks.  Around of applause from the audience thanking the Troop for their job well done.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

None
Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.
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