TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 22, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger, Todd Martin, Attorney Ethan Lowe, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Martin made a motion to approve the June 8, 2010 minutes as written and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $236,066.25 & $104486.14 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Ellen Eddy, Franklin Street, addressed a recent compliant about the condition of her yard. She said that it is an amazing display of plants that she has collected from around the country.  She noted that it is not your typical yard.  As far as she knows her yard is up to Town code.

Jennifer Klug, Lincoln Street, thanked the Street Department, Police Department and Fire Department for a

Job well done during the storm last week.

Karen Pisowicz, McDashiwiez Road, asked why 2 Council members are on the Town’s health insurance and the taxpayers paying for it.  Bollinger responded that under state statue elected officials may participate.
Pisowicz said that 3 Council members are not using the insurance so are receiving $500 less compensation and Bollinger responded that the coverage is available to them also.  Pisowicz also asked about the Porter Brickyard Trail and the Orchard Pedestrian Way that have been in the making for nearly a decade.  Bollinger responded that things are constantly changing but progress is being made little by little.  Bollinger also stated that she would be glad to meet with her to discuss these issues or with Matt Keiser because the Council does not have an hour to discuss these questions.  Pisowicz said that she prefers to hear the answers at a public meeting so that they can be on record.  Bollinger thanked her for her comments.
CLERK TREASURERS REPORT
Pomeroy stated that Verizon does not have a package for sending/receiving pictures on cell phones.  On occasion the a department head is billed for sending pictures to his department and I would like Council approval to pay theses charges that are above the normal bill.  These pictures all town related.  The Council agreed by consensus that I could pay these charges as long as they are Town related.
ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp said he is currently working on an ordinance regarding driving golf carts on public roads and should be ready for next meeting.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier stated that he received a request to place a Deaf Child in Area sign in the 1200 block of N. Mineral Springs Road.  The Council agreed by consensus and instructed Brueckheimer to place the sign.  Brueckheimer

Said she would when she received it.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig told the Council that he is very frustrated with E-911 radio dispatch service.  Craig stated that the problems are static on fire pagers, inability to hear dispatchers clearly and the radio repeater going down.  Craig said this has been brought to the attention of E-911 Director Dave Scheibels and others for over a year and has been told to live with the problem and they won’t fix it.  Craig said he offered to put a repeater on the WBEZ radio tower on Highway 20 to boost the signal for the north Porter County and was told that was not the solution.  As an example, Craig said his fire department was given a wrong address by E911 dispatchers and he was told the dispatcher would get back to him and never did resulting in a 7 minute delay.  Craig said he filed a compliant form through the Porter County Fire Association citing his concerns.  Attorney Lyp asked that a copy of the letter be forwarded to the Town Council and they would review it and confer with Lyp.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer said she received an email from a Porter Beach resident thanking them and was very impressed 
with how the street department and fire department led the people that were out at Porter Beach during the storm.  Brueckheimer also praised her department for doing a wonderful job over the weekend.  Brueckheimer
noted that there were no overflows even though it rained 6.9”.  
Brueckheimer stated that 12 large dead trees that are in Town easements will be coming down.  She also reminded residents that if they have planted trees or shrubs in town easement that they need to keep them trimmed or the street department will trim them.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT

CMAQ VEHICLE REPLACEMENT

The Town has been allocated 2 replacement vehicles as part of the CMAQ grant process.  An application has been submitted to NIRPC and we hope to get the vehicles shortly.

TIGER 2 GRANT

NIRPC is preparing a TIGER 2 Grant application for the Marquette Greenway Trail.  This trail will connect Chicago to Michigan and will utilize our existing trail network.  NIRPC is requesting a letter of support from the municipalities along the route.  Keiser asked permission to send a letter of support for this grant.  The Council agreed by consensus to send a letter of support.

DUNE ACRES

Over the weekend Keiser met with Dune Acres Town Council and spoke about a few issues and ideas.  They brought up the emergency access roadway between the 2 towns and the possibilities of improving the access road.  Keiser asked permission to continue working with them and the town’s department heads to see how we can work together.  By consensus the Council gave Keiser permission to continue.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT
Miller stated that the Park did not have any damage from the storm over the weekend.  Miller also noted that approximately 30 to 40 kids attend the Park program.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Elwood presented 19 new contractors for Council approval.  Babcock made the motion to accept the 19 new contractors and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Elwood stated that a house in Porter Cove on David Drive where a business was running has been resolved.
Elwood also cautioned residents that a 4 foot blow-up swimming pool likely requires a fence surrounding it as per Town zoning codes.  He noted just because you buy it does not necessarily mean it is legal.

OLD BUSINESS

George’s Gyro’s
Bollinger stated that the Council had approved the application for George’s to sell hot dogs, chips, pop and etc at Porter Beach.  Bollinger said she has talked with the owner Paul and has asked him to hold off selling at Porter Beach even though he has been approved, the reason being that there is not a place for him to set-up.  Paul said that was fine.  Granat made a motion to hold his application until the Council can develop some guidelines for selling at the Beach.  Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Bollinger invited everyone for the fireworks on July 2 at 9:15 at the State Park.  She noted that there will be vendors selling food.  Bollinger also announced the Ribbon cutting service at Comfort Inn on June 24 at 5:00pm to 8:00pm.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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