TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 9, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Jon Granat, Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Absent were Fire Chief Lewis Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood and Park Superintendent James Miller.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  

Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amounts of $253,539.45 and $540,081.56 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy stated that all residents should have received their sewer bills and that they are due June 15th and there is now a new procedure in place for late payments.  Residents that have not paid their sewer bill within 15 days of the due date will have their water turned off.  The cost of having the water turned back on will be $75.00 and their bill will need to be paid in cash before water will be restored.   Residents without water will have a lien placed on their property at a cost of $53.00.  She said a drop box for payments will be installed on the East side of the Town Hall as soon as it is received for the resident’s convenience.  Pomeroy noted do not put cash in the drop box.
Pomeroy noted that adjustments were needed for sewer, trash and storm water fees in the total amount of $1,396.61 because when transferring files from Indiana American Water Company to the new Keystone software.  The reasons for these adjustments were some residents without sewers were charged for sewers and residents with dumpsters were charged for trash.  Granat made a motion to remove these charges from resident bills and Genger made the second.  

Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy asked the Council’s pleasure on setting a budget workshop.  The Council by consensus agreed to a June 22nd meeting at 6:00pm pending Karl Cender, Financial Advisor for the Town could attend at that time.  Pomeroy would notify Cender of the meeting.
ATTORNEY REPORT

No report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked the Council’s approval to move an insurance reimbursement check in the amount of $427.47 to line item #361 Repairs To because earlier in the year a squad car was damaged in an accident.  Granat made a motion to transfer appropriations and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Spanier advised the Council that he had received an application of assemblage for the Art Fair on August 1st and 2nd at Hawthorne Park.  He noted that all paper work was in order including insurance.  He stated that this is an annual affair and there has never been a problem.  Genger made a motion to accept the permit and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Spanier also presented an assemblage application for the Village Tavern for July 25th for the annual street dance fundraiser for the Porter Fire Department which blocks a portion of Lincoln Street.   He noted that he has not received a copy of their insurance yet.  Genger made a motion to accept the application pending that they present their insurance before the event and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Spanier also noted that the Village was having a festival on July 3rd on their premises which does not require a permit.
Spanier also relayed to the Council that the police department is slated to receive $68,000 consisting of dispatch 800Mhz equipment and radios which officers can use to communicate with the dispatch center and each other while allowing interoperability between other towns.  Bollinger also said that the Town is still in the running for repairs to the Porter Avenue lift station.  This is a stimulus package from Representative Pete Visclosky.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

No report.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer reminded residents to bag their grass clippings and take to 550 Beam Street between the hours of 8:00 to 4:00 Monday thru Friday.

Brueckheimer announced that there will be a MS4 work shop in Chesterton on June 23rd from 9:00 to Noon and thanked Jennifer Gadzala, Chesterton’s MS4 coordinator, for arranging this meeting.
Brueckheimer informed the Council and residents that the Street department is jetting and video taping the Towns sanitary lines.

ENGINEER AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser stated that the Burnham bike ride on June 6 went through the Town at 5:50pm and they stopped at the Public Works Building for water.
Keiser stated that he and Chief Craig are working on a grant for a new fire station and are looking at different sites.

He noted that Warren Thiede of Haas and Associates has informed him that INDOT was now requiring an environmental document due to the 2 foot shoulders on Oak Hill Road that are being added to the stimulus package.  Thiede will contact INDOT to determine the extent of the needs and timeframes involved.

Keiser said that the Porter Beach Overlay committee is moving forward.  They have agreed to separate the planning/zoning issues from the infrastructure issues and plan to have a recommendation to the council soon.
He is also reviewing the current/future sewer capacity needs to determine if Porter should purchase the additional capacity by September, as per the agreement between Porter and Chesterton, in the amount of $197,000.  

He noted that the Town is looking at hiring a summer intern to inventory the Town’s buildings and addresses as outlined in the Porter/IDEM agreement.

PARK DEPARTMENT

No report.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Martin made a motion to accept 11 new contractors and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS 
None

NEW BUSINESS 

POLICE PENSION BUYBACK /John Lane, Todd Allen, Joseph Torok
Lieutenant John Lane of Porter Police Department presented a letter (which is attached) to Council members to request that the Town buyback his 8 years of service that he lost with PERF when he switched to the Police 77 Fund for retirement.  He also requested 1 year service for Officers Todd Allen and Joseph Torok.  He asked for the same consideration that was given to Officers Lennie Smith, James Menn and Edward Surgener for their buyback.  The Council instructed Pomeroy to contact the Police 77 fund to get the amounts of the buyback.  Bollinger stated that by getting the cost is no guarantee that this will be approved which Lane agreed.
NORTHWEST INDIANA FORUM – STIMULUS CONTRACT

After much positive discussion the Council agreed to partner with the Northwest Indiana Forum and several other regional towns to hire a consultant from Bakers & Daniels for six months to seek stimulus funding opportunities for the participating towns.  Bollinger stated that regional projects like the proposed Dunes Kankakee bike trail would stand a better chance of the stimulus funding.  Keiser stated that the Forum and its partners still have much to agree on for example how the projects will be selected.  Babcock agreed that despite all the unanswered questions it is well worth the $1,500 investment.  Bollinger noted that if a community next to us can get monies then Porter will also benefit from that.  Bollinger said that the Town does not have to pay the money right now because it is still in the forming stage.  If enough communities agree then the Town would have 10 days to pay it.  Bollinger also noted that engineer costs can also be paid with this money.  Babcock made a motion to commit a maximum of $1,500 from the CEDIT Fund to join this Forum and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Genger asked residents to log onto http://www.indianadunes.com/survey  and complete the survey tied to Porter County’s branding efforts to develop individual marketing identities for local communities.

Bollinger that she has been working with James Kopp and other communities for the 2010 census.  The Porter County Fair committee has donated 1 booth for all communities to share to promote the census.   She will let the Council know what time Porter will need to be there.  She also noted that Porter, Burns Harbor and Duneland Schools have ordered 50,000 book markers to pass out at the Fair.  Also Duneland School has secured a Chicago Bear from the 1985 football team to also help promote the census.
Martin made a motion to adjourn and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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