TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

June 8, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present
 Was Vice President Jon Granat, Council members Dave Babcock, Micheal Genger, Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp,
 Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering 
and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   Absent was Building Commissioner Art Elwood.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the May 25, 2010 minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $294,324.09 and $18,940.09 as presented and Genger 
made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Leroy Flores from Leroy’s Restaurant asked Council’s permission to waive the noise ordinance on July 10 for an outside 

Alumni party from 5:00pm to 11:30pm. The bands will quit playing outside at 10:30 but will continue to play to 11:30

inside his restaurant.  Martin made a motion to waive the noise ordinance until 11:30 on July 10 and Granat made the
second.  Vote 5-0.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented sewer write offs in the total amount of $9,638.18 for various reasons (see attached).  Granat 
made a motion to write off $9,638.18 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp informed the Council of an ongoing claim with Workforce Unemployment regarding an employee that was fired

 in 2009.  The employee was denied unemployment from Workforce initially because of documentation that the Town

 had for this employee.  The employee appealed this ruling and there was another hearing and again he was denied unemployment.   The employee again filed an appeal and there was a full hearing and the employee was denied 
unemployment again.  For whatever reason someone at Workforce paid the employee $1,900 for unemployment in
error.  Workforce in turn sent a bill to the Town of Porter for payment which I denied payment on the advice of our 
attorney.  Workforce then sent a bill with penalties and interest for the bill.  Attorney Lyp wrote a letter to Workforce 
on February 1, 2010 objecting this charge.  Also on May 12, 2010 Attorney Lyp wrote another letter stating that at no 

point was the employee entitled to unemployment payment.  In March 2010 Lyp spoke to a representative of Indiana

Workforce and was told that this matter would be resolved in April.  Unfortunately this matter has not been resolved
And the Town received another bill in May.  Attorney Lyp again advised Pomeroy not to pay the bill.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier stated that the background check on a Peddler’s application for ice cream sales at Porter Beach was ok and
everything was in order.  Keiser stated that last year this peddler had set up his ice cream cart on private property

and asked if he was doing the same this year?  Spanier said that on the application it did not state where he was going 

to set up.   Keiser and Brueckheimer stated that there is actually no place to set up because of no stopping or parking is

allowed on the roadway.  Keiser recommended that the Department heads meet and make recommendations 

to the Council regarding where they could set up, hours of operation and garbage disposal he noted that there needs 

to be guidelines to follow. The Council agreed to table this request pending the department heads report.
Spanier also presented an assemblage permit for the Village Tavern on July 24 for the annual Fire department street 

Dance from 6:00pm to Midnight.  Spanier noted that Lincoln Street will be blocked off.  Granat made a motion to accept 

the assemblage permit for July 24 from 6:00pm to Midnight for the Village Tavern and Babcock made the second.
Vote 5-0.

Spanier presented and application to waive the noise ordinance for the Village Tavern on July 3 from 6:00pm to Midnight.

Spanier also noted that an assemblage permit is not required since this will be on private property.   Granat made
A motion to waive the noise ordinance on July 3 for the Village Tavern from 6:00pm to Midnight and Martin made

The second.  Vote 5-0.

Spanier explained to the Council that the Police Department applied for a grant from Rep Visclosky for 800mgz radios

last fall and were awarded $68,000 for 9 radios.  Since phone numbers are limited the police department reserved
phone numbers for these radios.  Spanier understanding is now the radios will not be granted until early Fall.  The FCC

has notified the police department that they need to use these numbers now or they will be revoked and no more phone

numbers will be issued this year.  Spanier wants to borrow the money from CEDIT and buy the radios now and then will

 re-pay CEDIT in the Fall when he receives his grant money.  Spanier also noted that there is a very slight chance that

they will not receive this grant.  Council agreed to loan the money from CEDIT to buy the radios.
Resolution 2010-02 – Loaning money from CEDIT to Police to buy radios

Babcock made a motion to number and read by title only and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Martin made a motion to adopt Resolution 2010-02.  Vote 5-0.

Spanier asked Council to spend up to $1,000 for grant writer to write a Cops Technology Grant for the above Radios.
Granat made a motion to approve spending up to $1,000 from CEDIT Fund for grant writer to fine tune the grant application

and maximize the chances of approval and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Craig stated that he has received the DNR grant which is a 50/50 grant.  He will use the CEDIT money allocated to him for

 this match of approximately $5,000.  The grant is for purchasing 5 sets of Bunker gear and helmets.  
Craig said that the dive team has been called out twice so far this month and predicts a busy summer.  He also asked the 

Public to get involved if they see a child apparently alone, especially near swimming areas.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Brueckheimer reminded residents that the volume of tree trimmings and brush is limited to 6 yards per season.  If a tree
Trimmer is hired they need to take the limbs away not the Town.  She also stated that June 21 there will be a yard waste

 site at the Public Works facility on Beam Street.  This is for residents only not contractors.  Brueckheimer also asked 

residents to help clean the alleys behind their houses and to trim bushes so that cars may go through.  If not

the Town will cut trees and bushes even with the alley’s edge.  

Brueckheimer also asked residents to remove any basketball hoops in Town easements because they restrict street 

sweeping and snowplowing.  The resident will be ticketed.  

Brueckheimer also asked Council permission to accept bids for paving not to exceed $110,000 for Pearson Road 
From Marquette Street to Town limits; 20th Street and also 25th Place.  She stated that the money will be taken out of

 her MVH budget and LR&S.  Granat made the motion to accept bids for the above paving not to exceed $110,000 which
will be taken out of her MVH budget and LR&S Fund and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT

FAÇADE GRANT

Keiser announced that 3 Town of Porter businesses will receive grant money from the facade grant.  
Oak Hill Road only needs the stop signs fixed and they will be done.  Keiser asked if the speed control sign could be placed on Waverly Road and Oak Hill Road.
Keiser stated that he is working with Gina Darnell of Chesterton regarding the clean- up of the Little Calumet River for kayaking.  Keiser wants to have a workshop between Porter, Chesterton and Porter Park department in the near future.  Brueckheimer who has kayaked the River said it is unbelievable water trail.  

Keiser also announced the hiring of Jordon Hoover, a Duneland School graduating senior, as a summer intern through the Future of Chesterton at the rate of $10 an hour with no benefits.  He will be paid from the CEDIT Fund.  Keiser stated that Jordon is doing a fine job and already making auto-cad revisions.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT
Miller reported that he has received more FEMA money from the rain event in 2008 in the total amount of $2,800.  Miller would like $1,500 placed in line item 216-001-395 Park Contracted and $1,300 to line item
216-001-290 Misc. supplies.  Granat made the motion to place the monies into the above line items and

Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Miller also announced that the Park Program starts June 9th and runs thru July 20th from 9:00am to Noon Monday thru Friday.  Parents are to accompany their child to register for the program.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

There are 14 new contractors.  Babcock made a motion to approve the 14 new contractors and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2010-06 ESTABLISHING A PARK NON-REVERTING CAPITAL FUND

Granat made a motion to number and read by title only Ordinance 2010-06 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and have second and final reading and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to approve and adopt  Ordinance 2010-06 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.
OLD BUSINESS

Sanitary sewers update.
Keiser stated that at the Redevelopment Commission they agreed by unanimous consensus to bond for $5.1million with a repayment of 15 years.  The bond sale will be issued in 2 series: $4.1 million that will be paid by the Redevelopment Commission and $1 million will be paid out of CEDIT by the Town Council.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger announced that Trevin Fowler of the Redevelopment Commission had resigned because of surgery and Bollinger stated that she has attended all Redevelopment Commission meeting and would like to be placed on the Redevelopment Commission for a smooth transition, Genger made a motion to place Bollinger on the Redevelopment Commission and Martin made the second and Bollinger called for a vote.  Granat asked for discussion and he nominated Babcock for the Redevelopment Commission.  Attorney Lyp stated that there are 2
Motions on the floor and he recommended that an individual vote be taken and whoever receives the most votes wins.   The following is the vote:  Martin-Bollinger, Genger-Bollinger, Babcock-Babcock, Granat- Babcock and Bollinger-Bollinger.  Bollinger won with a 3-2 vote with Babcock and Granat voting no.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of June, 2010

_________________________________

___________________________

Michele Bollinger, President



Jon Granat, Vice President

_________________________________

___________________________

Micheal Genger





Todd Martin

ATTEST_____________________________


Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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