TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

         MAY 26, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Jon Granat, Council members David Babcock, and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.  Absent were Council member Micheal Genger and Building Commissioner Art Elwood.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Martin made the second.  
Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $86,179.91 & $478,648.85 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

George Mrak, of Hunters Glen, asked when the Town was going to fix the drainage problems south of the Michigan railroad tracks and at the corner of Woodlawn and Oak Hill since this is the trail of the Orchard Pedestrian Trail.  He recommended curbs and storm drains.  Granat stated that the Town is aware of the problem and these items will be addressed prior to when the Trail is being built.  
Jennifer Klug, Lincoln Street, stated that she found an error in the codification book and asked how it could be fixed.  Lyp said that Municipal Code can send correction pages to amend the book.
Shirley Babcock of Babcock Road thanked Jim Miller for doing a nice job on the lawn at Town Hall.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy said that Keystone was coming to help with the first sewer billing and if 
everything goes right the bills will be mailed out on May 29th and will be due June 15th.

Pomeroy said that Porter Bank will accept resident’s payment of sewer bills but she asked residents to either mail them to the Town Hall or come to the Town Hall and pay inside or use the new payment drop box that will be installed in the parking lot as soon as it is received.
Pomeroy reminded residents that the summer rates are now in effect from April 15th and will go through August 15th.  Pomeroy also noted to be careful in at the end of August and September when watering your lawns because summer rates will not be in effect.

Pomeroy also noted that the loan from 2008 was paid back to CEDIT in the amount of $307,500 which includes $125,000 General Fund, $100,000 MVH Fund, $40,000 Fire Fund, $40,000 Park Fund and $2,500 from Debt/ Lease Fund.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp stated that Splash Down Dunes opened on May 23 after Paul Childress owner, complied with a list of repairs ordered by the Town.  Lyp said that Childress needs to provide the Town with a copy of his liability insurance and an electrical inspection report.  As a whole everyone is working together.
POLICE REPORT

Spanier said at last meeting that the antennae on the WBEZ tower was ready to go but it now has a 2 week delay due to Gary Schools filed a report of interference. 

FIRE REPORT

Craig had nothing to report.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer said that she has mailed the quarterly report to IDEM.

         ENGINEER AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser stated that he is now settled in and happy to be here.
Keiser said that the route for the Burnham bike ride on June 6th has changed and will now be using Wagner Road to the Calumet Trail/

Keiser attended INDOT LPA training class in Fort Wayne and is now a qualified ERC (Employee responsible charge) for the Town of Porter.  This is a new requirement from INDOT.
Keiser noted that he will be attending a MS4 workshop on June 10th at Purdue Calumet.

He also attended the Porter Beach Overlay Committee meeting.  Bollinger asked the consensus of the Council about removing Genger and Martin from the Overlay committee and replacing them with Keiser and Babcock.  The Council agreed by consensus.

Warren Thiede of Haas and Associates reported that the SRF loan process for upgrading the town’s sewers is on track. Thiede said that a preliminary engineering report should be ready in August detailing the proposed improvements and then there will be a public hearing in August.  In October this report should be reviewed and the status and funding will be determined.  

Thiede reported that he is confident that the Town will receive stimulus money to upgrade Oak Hill road and Waverly Road.  The Council authorized Bollinger to send a letter modifying the previous request to omit the other roads that were included and to focus on Oak Hill and Waverly Roads.  
PARK REPORT

Miller thanked Bollinger and American Legion Post 170 for the memorial services held at Hawthorne Park on Memorial Day.

BUILDING REPORT
Babcock made a motion to accept the 13 new contractor’s applications and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

MASTERMAN’S REQUEST FOR HANDRAILS 

Masterman wants to add handrails for safety to a walkway that encroaches on Dearborn Street easement.  Lyp noted that if it is unsafe then they should not use it.  Lyp also stated that the Town needs to extricate itself from these liability issues.  Babcock noted that Keiser, Lyp and himself went out to the beach to see this walkway and noted that about 10 feet north of this walkway was another walkway.  Babcock said that there are many questions that need to be answered for example the design, liability and maintenance, until these are resolved his vote is no on the handrails.  Lyp noted that until he made this on site inspection he didn’t comprehend the extent of Porter Beach encroachments on town property, there are permanent structures and permanent paths on Town property that shouldn’t be there.  Lyp’s advice is to deny the handrails.  Elka Nelson a Porter Beach member of the Overlay committee was in the audience and wanted to know why a permit was issued if this is unsafe.  Elwood, Building Commissioner was absent.  Nelson pointed out that the other path that Babcock spoke about had been used for years and was fine until recently when a new owner  bought the property and cut-off access to it.  She said now that approximately 8 home owners are now land-locked and have no way of reaching their homes unless they walk along the beach.  She noted that most of the walkway is on private property and suggested that a temporary license be issued to encroach on the town’s property.  Keiser noted that the walkway is not ADA compliant.  Bollinger tabled the matter until next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

BORROWING FROM RAINY DAY FUND.
RESOLUTION 2009-03

Granat made a motion to number and read the resolution 2009-03 which loans $150,000 to the General Fund, $150,000 to MVH, $40,000 to Fire Fund, $30,000 to Park fund and $42,000 to Debt/Lease Fund for a grand total of $412,000 from the Rainy Day Fund and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0

ORDINANCE 2009-08  TRANSFER OF FUNDS – SEWER DEPARTMENT
This ordinance is transferring excess funds from the Sinking Fund ($53.00) and Debt fund ($47,000) for a grand total of $47,361.00 to the Construction Fund since all bonds were paid off last July.  Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to have final reading and adoption with Babcock making the second.  Vote 4-0.

ORDINANCE 2009-09 LOAN OF $140,000 FROM THE CONSTRUCTION FUND TO OPERATING FUND SEWER DEPARTMENT
Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion to have final reading and adoption with Babcock making the second.  Vote 4-0.

SIGNATURE GRAPHICS TAX ABATEMENT FILINGS
Lyp said he has reviewed the CF1 forms and all is in order and meets the requirements.

POLICE RETIREMENT BUYBACK

Was placed on the next agenda because parties involved could not attend.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat asked Pomeroy to fill out survey for state wide health insurance from IACT for possibly a savings for health insurance for employees.

Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Dated this ______ day of June, 2009.

_____________________________

____________________________

Michele Bollinger, President


Jon Granat, Vice President

_____________________________

____________________________

David Babcock




Todd Martin

ATTEST______________________________

               Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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