TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 25, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, Micheal Genger, Todd Martin, pro-tem for Clerk Treasurer Sue Huyser, Attorney Ethan Lowe, Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   Absent was Council member Dave Babcock and Clerk Treasurer, Carol Pomeroy.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the May 11, 2010 minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims in the amounts of $284,323.49 and $66,334.54 as presented and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Debbie Bowen of 419 Franklin Street, addressed the council regarding the fireworks display at the Dunes.  She stated that the town will be spending money on that and wondered why we aren’t having the festival at the park.  The downside to having fireworks at the dunes is there is an entrance fee where as the festival was free to residents.  Bollinger responded that the fireworks are a cooperative effort between the Duneland towns.  She added last years display drew 6 to 8 thousand spectators, was successful, and the town will be participating again this year.  

Gary Cutter of 326 Indiana St., inquired if the Town was going to be taking bids regarding the fireworks.  He stated he is a licensed pyrotechnician and has been since the 70’s and would like the opportunity to submit a bid.   

Tom Towle of 410 E. Oak Hill Road, requested the violation citation he received be rescinded.  The citations were in regards to his “Iris Festival” signs being on public right of way and public utility service poles.  He continued with he is not running a business out of his home as Building Commissioner Elwood implied.  It is mostly an internet order sent out by mail to the customers.  He discourages cash and carry sales. He stated that the festival is for his elderly and garden enthusiast to come view the irises.  He informed the council the signs help visitors locate his property without contacting the police department for directions.  Bollinger asked Mr. Towle if he was here regarding the citation. Mr. Towle responded that he wants to abide by the rules and has the support of his neighbors for the festival.  Bollinger asked for Elwood’s input.   Elwood stated he has had multiple dealings with Mr. Towle regarding different building projects.  He stated the signage he removed came from Hwy 20, Hwy 12, Wagner Rd and Waverly Rd. all signs were on public right of way or utility poles.  The citation issued involved 5 town code and 1 state code violations.  He recommended Mr. Towle obtain the proper permits required or request a re-zoning of the property to run a business out of his home.  Atty. Lowe asked Elwood what that property was zoned.    Then asked Mr. Towle the nature of his business, which he responded it is mostly internet/mail order.  Mr. Towle added customers can order online and pick up at his home but he discourages this practice.   Atty. Lowe advised the council to take no action until he can review ordinances pertaining to this case.  After clarification of the sign limitations and input from Police Chief Spanier, the Council agreed to table the matter until Atty. Lowe can review the ordinances.  Bollinger pointed out to Mr. Towle that the timeframe of the citations still stands.  Elwood added that the citation needed to be paid within 10 days at which time it will be sent to County Court.

Tricia Clavier of 450 E. Oak Hill Road, spoke in favor of Mr. Towle’s Iris Festival.  She stated the road to the greenhouse was created by Chesterton dumping chippings.  Ms. Clavier   feels it’s a wonderful festival that is a benefit to the community.  She added Mr. Towle is not a businessman and goes to great lengths to be mindful of his neighbors.  Genger offered that although he appreciates her support, the town code was violated and the law is the law.  It’s not an issue if it’s a good thing or a bad thing.  

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Huyser requested on behalf of Pomeroy to adjust 10 accounts in the amount of $873.62 in utility charges.  9 of the adjustments were due to corrected meter readings from Indiana American Water Company.  1 of the adjustments was due to incorrect coding on the account.  Motion was made by Granat to approve the adjustments in the amount of $873.62 with Genger making the second.  Vote 4-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier stated that the Bike Rodeo held May 22nd had quite a few kids attend.  He thanked Brueckheimer and Craig for the use of their space at the Public Works/Fire Dept.

Spanier also reported the Porter Police Dept. participated at the Touch a Truck event held at Sunset Hill Farm.  The K-9 unit participated at the event.

Spanier presented an application for Peddlers Licensing from George’s Gyros to run a hot dog/food stand at Porter Beach this summer.  Spanier requested the council approve the application pending background checks.  Genger motioned to approve the request pending background checks, Granat with the second.  Vote 4-0.

Spanier asked permission to buy another police car this year.  Spanier explained that he only bought 2 cars last year and bought 2 this year.  He would like to purchase an additional car this year to return to his regular rotation.  The car he is requesting would cost $21,372.00 minus equipment.  He plans to furnish the car with some existing equipment and will supplement the rest of the equipment from his budget.  He stated this is possible because he will be utilizing funds saved because of the lower gas prices.  Granat made a motion to purchase an additional car not to exceed $21,400.00 and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

None

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING REPORT

Keiser stated the façade grants were submitted.  He also updated council on the paving of Oak Hill and Waverly Roads.  Oak Hill has been striped and the Waverly striping will be completed soon.  The stone shoulders were completed on Waverly.   The Oak Hill stone shoulders will hopefully be done by Memorial Day.

Keiser also stated that the State Park Little League is constructing an ADA field at the ball park on League Lane.  The ADA field is possibly the only ADA field in the region possibly in the state.  He informed the council that State Park Little League is having a hard time getting the infrastructure in place.  They are working with Chesterton and Porter to complete this beneficial project. 

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 29 new contractors.   Genger made a motion to accept the 29 new contractors and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

Sewer Update.

Keiser explained that the Redevelopment Commission is increasing their contribution to the sewer project from $2.4 to $3.2 of the needed $4.1 million of the sewer upgrades.  This will help remove the burden on the residents.  He also informed the council there will be a workshop on June  8th at 5:30 p.m. and at the next council meeting the recommended rates will be reviewed.

NEW BUSINESS

Heather Ennis of the Chesterton/Duneland Chamber of Commerce attended the meeting to request the Town of Porter hold the contract for the fireworks display on July 2, 2010 at the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore and provide financial support again this year.  She stated last year’s display drew approximately 8,000 spectators.  Ennis also requested the Council give $3,000.00 towards the display. Genger made the motion to hold the contract to host and commit to giving a donation of $3,000.00 with Granat making the second.  Vote 4-0.

Lorlei Weimer of the PCCRVC gave a Power Point Presentation on tourism and the positive effects it has on the local towns surrounding the National Lakeshore.  The PCCRVC is combining with other Northern Indiana communities with a “way-finding” website.  They are taking an active role in product development to hopefully increase the stays of the visitors generating up to a combined $20 million more in revenues spent in local towns. Ms. Weimer stated that if Porter County lost the Indiana Dunes there is nothing to draw visitors to the local towns.

Also under new business, the council reviewed amendments of2 ordinances.

Ordinance 2010-04 amending 2009-10’s Exhibit A.  

Granat made the motion to number the ordinance 2010-04 and read by title only and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Genger motioned to suspend the rules and have second reading, Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0. 

Granat made the motion to approve Ordinance 2010-04 ready by title only and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Ordinance 2010-05 amending Ordinance 2009-14 Salary Ordinance

 Adding the Redevelopment Commission members, excluding Council Members, to the Salary ordinance at the rate of $100 per meeting, if attended, and increasing the salary for the building and electrical inspector.  Granat made the motion to number the ordinance 2010-05 and read by title only and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.  

Motion was made by Martin to suspend the rules and have second reading, Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  

Genger made the motion to approve Ordinance 2010-05 by title only with the second made by Martin.  Vote 4-0.

Also under new business discussed was possibly hiring an intern from the Future of Chesterton-Internship Program.   The ideal position for this student would be to help with the investigation of the illegal sump pump tie- ins.  It will provide the student with experience with real life situations in the field of engineering.  The student would be paid $10.00 per hour for up to 40 hours a week for at least 4 weeks, possibly up to 8 weeks.  Being a temporary employee benefits would not be offered.  Genger made the motion to hire an intern from Future of Chesterton-Internship Program for a maximum of 8 weeks paid by CEDIT and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

None

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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