TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 12, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Jon Granat, Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller and Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser.

Bollinger introduced the town’s new Director of Engineers and Economic Development Matt Keiser.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes of April 28, 2009 and the Special meeting on May 1, 2009 as written Genger made the second Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $$79,253.85 & $11,778.09 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

George Mrak 140 Pheasant Run Drive:  stated that this was the second time this month that his trash as not picked up and he is not happy.  Mrak stated that he called the Public Works Department on Saturday and did not get a response and that it is a theft of services to charge a fee and not have it collected.  Babcock stated that his trash had been missed also but when he called they explained that they are changing drivers and some are not familiar with the area that it would be taken care of.  Genger asked Mrak if he had filled out a compliant form and Pomeroy told him to call her office and she would take care of it.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy said that sewer department is working on the new software to start billing this month.  Bollinger said that Indiana American Water Company was refusing resident’s money for their last bills and the late amount will be added to the first billing of the town but there will not be late fees attached to this billing.  

ATTORNEY REPORT

Splash Down Dunes (SDD)

Lyp said that he and Building Commissioner Art Elwood and a Paul Childress and his attorney had spent 3 hours making a tour of SDD to check the status of code violations.  Lyp had forwarded a letter to Childress noting that at this point everything is on track but some work remains to be done.  Lyp said that Childress has been very cooperative through this process.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier said the new software is up and running and should be completed in 30 days.  Spanier said that they have received the federal permit to affix their radio antennas to the WBEZ tower.

Spanier also warned residents of a check cashing scam where the residents receive a check for x amount of dollars and are asked to deposit the check and send a fee back to them for a certain amount to receive more money.  Spanier said not to do it.  What happens is the check that the resident deposits bounces and the resident is stuck for that amount plus the amount of the check that they sent.  If it sounds too good to be true it usually is.  Spanier also thanked Park Superintendent Miller for doing the landscaping at the police department.  Pomeroy apologized to Miller for forgetting to thank him also.  She said the Town Hall looks great and she is excited to see it when it is all done.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig had nothing to report.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer said that next week May 18 thru May 22 is spring clean up week and the last week for brush and leave pick up until fall.  She urged residents not to blow grass clipping onto to the road because it plugs the storm drains.  She asked residents to bag the clippings and they could take them to the Public Works department on Beam Street.  Brueckheimer asked for volunteers of residents or business owners to help clean up the ditches and or roads.  They may call her at 921-5342.

She also stated that Yost School was going to the Public Works department on May 18th and she was going to have them plant flowers for them to take home.

Brueckheimer is also looking for more entries for the 4th of July parade and urged residents to attend the golf outing fund raiser at the Brassie Golf Course on June 1st.  The cost is $80.00 per golfer.  She also asked the Council and Board members to volunteer for the MS4 float in the parade.

ENGINEER AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser stated that he is settling in and being brought up to speed.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller had nothing to report.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Elwood presented 13 new contractors and Babcock made a motion to approve and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS – Ordinance 2009-07

Amending Employee Handbook for department heads vacation.

Bollinger explained that 15 days of vacation granted to new hirees as department heads was omitted from the employee handbook and this ordinance rectifies this.  Martin made a motion to number and have first reading by title only and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Genger made a motion to suspend the rules and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption with Genger making the second,

Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Paul Masterman of 3014 Dearborn Street:

Masterman requested to have handrails placed on a Porter Beach walkway that crosses portions of Dearborn Street and a vacated alley. After much discussion Lyp stated that he would prepare a restrictive covenant for the 8 property owners that are involved to assign maintenance and to protect the Town even though a 3rd party not subject to the agreement could sue the Town.  Bollinger requested to table the matter until next meeting so that the Council could go look at the site, the Council agreed.

Dunes Kankakee Bike Trail Plan Resolution 2009-02

Genger explained that this trail goes through Porter and is a north/south link in a statewide network of trails. This plan is a concept for further development and supporting the exploration of funding, which the Town is seeking a grant for, and other methods of implementation.  Genger made a motion to number and pass that the Town is behind this planning and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Burnham Century Ride

On June 6th, NIRPC along with the Active Transportation Alliance is co-hosting a bike ride of 100 miles which starts in Lake Forest, IL to Michigan City, IN.  Keiser said that they are asking the Town to provide a rest stop, bathrooms and water which he would be on hand to do at the National Lakeshore office on Mineral Springs.  The Council agreed by consensus to move forward with this event.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Appointment of Keiser to the Plan Commission.

Babcock stated that since Keiser would have to recuse himself regarding the upcoming Plan Commission meetings regarding the Iron Triangle he made a motion that the Council appoint Keiser effective July 1st and retain Brueckheimer until then and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Genger thanked Chesterton and Burn Harbor for their commitment to the 4th of July fireworks.

Martin asked for 2 youth volunteers age 16 or older to participate on June 16th at Porter Expo Center as leaders, for a day long event, for the Porter County Small Community Summit.  The Summit will train the teen’s economic development and build leadership.  The teams will consist of 5 adults and 2 teens.  Teams submitting a completed economic development project proposal will receive $1,000 for the project.  Information will be available at the Town Hall.

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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