TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 10, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser, Park Superintendent Jim Miller.  Building Commissioner Art Elwood was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Bollinger made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amounts of $107,377.29 & $15,301.45 and sewer write offs in the amounts of $74.08 & $286.76 and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked Council permission for VFW to sell poppies on May 13th and 14th.  Council consensus was approved.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Attorney Lyp stated that there was a scheduled hearing on a former employee that was paid unemployment in error. Workforce postponed the meeting until further notice.  Pomeroy asked Lyp to ask for reimbursement of monies rather than a credit to the Town of Porter and Lyp stated that he would do that.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier said that he has received a parade application for July 4th from DBIG.  He noted that they had included their liability insurance and that the application was in order.  Bollinger made a motion to accept the application for the parade and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.
Spanier asked permission to have up to $1,500 from CEDIT for a grant writer.  Spanier noted that the Council is interested to hire another police officer and a grant is available to hire a police officer and the grant would pay salary, benefits, pensions and insurance for an officer for 3 years,  this package is worth up to $260,000 but the grant must be submitted by May 25th.  Granat made a motion to hire a grant writer not to exceed $1,500 for a police officer and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Craig stated that he received an insurance reimbursement check for $1,349.95 and would like the money transferred to line item 241-001-290 Misc. Supplies to pay for equipment on his new truck.  Babcock made the motion to transfer $1,349.95 to line item 241-001-290 to pay for equipment on his new truck and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Director Brueckheimer presented a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) from Crown Point to purchase AE 90 Emulsion (Liquid Asphalt) at $2.25 per gallon for the Patcher.  Bollinger made a motion to approve the MOU with Crown Point and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.
Brueckheimer requested $14,600 from CEDIT for purchase of Portable Sign Boards.  She noted that Redevelopment Commission has already approved $25,000 for this purchase.  Brueckheimer

said that it will be used by all departments.  Babcock made the motion to approve the $14,600 from CEDIT and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.

Brueckheimer presented a list of paving projects and said that there is $58,000 in MVH, $100,000 in LRS and $260,000 in Major Moves.  Bollinger made a motion to spend up to  $260,000 from Major Moves for paving projects and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.
Brueckheimer stated that she is still waiting for quotes for sidewalk repair.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Gateway Project update:

Keiser stated that the US 12 bridge is 60% complete and the US 20 bridge is 70% complete.  At a recent progress meeting INDOT reported that they are still on schedule to have one lane in and one lane out of the State Park by Memorial Day weekend.

Northern Porter County Compost meeting:

Keiser noted that the Porter County Solid Waste District is holding a meeting at 6:30pm on Thursday May 19th at the Porter County Visitors Center.  The need arises from the distance that the Towns must travel to dispose of the solid waste.  It would be beneficial to residents and public works departments to have a northern drop off location.  Porter currently travels to Valparaiso on Hwy 130 to dispose of waste.  Residents interested in compost and solid waste drop off are encouraged to attend.
Update on Sanitary Projects:

Six Box Lift Station is progressing as NIPSCO is upgrading the electrical service in that area.  

Downtown Manhole Replacement project is complete and the restoration work is done.  Brueckheimer and Keiser walked the entire project and are putting together a punch list for final closeout of the project.
Indiana American Water Company The town was surprised to read in the paper that IAWC was planning on closing down many intersections of the downtown area for planned valve replacements.  Keiser sent a letter to IAWC representatives advising them of the need to coordinate with local officials on these planned closures.  Keiser stated that boil orders were issued to the residents and the Town Hall received calls requesting additional information.  It is unacceptable the public works or engineering was not notified prior to the boil orders being sent out.

PARK DEPARTMENT  REPORT

Superintendent Miller reported that the new pole barn should be completed by next week and by using Chesterton Building trades to do the work they saved a lot of money.  Miller also noted that Hawthorne Park is being used more by volleyball playing, basketball playing etc.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Bollinger presented 8 new contractors and Martin made a motion to accept and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

PLAN COMMISSION REPORT

Bollinger stated that at the last Plan Commission meeting they approved 7-0 with a favorable recommendation to send the Gateway Plan to the Town Council to amend the Comprehensive Plan.

BZA REPORT
Keiser said that there are 2 or 3 applications awaiting the BZA.

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT

Bollinger said at the last Redevelopment meeting SEH presented an Alternate Transportation Study that would shuttle tourists to local parks etc.  Bollinger also announced a Public Workshop was going to be held on May 17th at 8:00pm at the Town Hall.  Redevelopment will advertize. 
PARK BOARD REPORT

Rondi Wightman, President of the Park Board outlined a tentative list of planned activities and committee members to the Council for July 4th celebration at Hawthorne Park.  The celebration will start at 7:00am with a pancake breakfast hosted by the Chesterton Lions Club and will last until 9:00pm.  It will tentatively include a turtle derby, brick toss, sack races, bike decorating and poster contests for the young at heart plus a beer garden, food vendors and maybe fireworks to close the festivities. 
POLICE COMMISSION REPORT

Chief Spanier stated that they discussed the medicine drop box that is located at the police station for unwanted or expired medicines.  Also the Police Commission congratulated Police Officer Thomas Blythe for graduating from the Police Academy.
STORMWATER REPORT

Granat said that the Storm water Board did not meet last month because of power failure at the Town Hall.  The Board is still in the process of reviewing a Master Plan for the Town.

NEW BUSINESS

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE- Ordinance 2011-06
Granat made a motion to number and read by title only and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.
Granat made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made a second, vote 5-0.

Bollinger made a motion to read by title only and adopt Ordinance 2011-06 and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.  Ordinance 2011-06 passed.

GATEWAY TO INDIANA DUNES PROJECT PRESENTATION

A.J. Monroe of SEH presented a power point presentation for informational purposes only on the Gateway Project.  
FUTURE OF CHESTERTON-SUMMER INTERSHIP PROGRAM

Bollinger gave background information that last year the Town of Porter participated in this program and hired a CHS student for 6 weeks at a minimum of 30 hours at $10.00 an hour to do work for the Town.  Bollinger would like to participate again this year and hire a student to update the Town’s website if possible.  Bollinger made a motion to hire a summer intern from CHS for a minimum of 6 weeks at $10.00 an hour and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Fowler stated that he will be out of town for 2 weeks for a family event.

Fowler read a statement regarding the Plan Commission of unequal representation of political parties stating that Elka Nelson, BZA member, discovered that there were 3 Republicans versus 1 Democrat on the Plan Commission, State code states that it be equal members of each party.  
The Town researched and found that this was accurate.  The Town has a responsibility to correct this error and came to the following conclusion.  The BZA currently seats three Democrats and two Republicans.  State code does not require equal representation on this Board.  With the intent to retain Mr. Timm’s service, Fowler has accepted his resignation on the Plan Commission and asked him to accept a position on the BZA.  To facilitate this move and to bring our Plan Commission back to compliance with Town and State code, Fowler has accepted the resignation of John Kremke, a Democrat on the BZA and extended an appointment position to the Plan Commission for him.  Both have considered the situation at hand and accepted this change and reappointment.  In summary, John Kremke will sit as a Democrat on the Plan Commission and Ken Timm, Republican, will replace Mr. Kremke on the BZA.  Fowler thanked both for their understanding, cooperation and willingness to serve.
Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.
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