TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 28, 2009

President Michelle Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Jon Granat, Vice President, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Ethan Lowe , Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner, Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Engineer Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates.  Park Superintendent James Miller and Attorney Patrick Lyp were absent.
MINUTES:

Granat made a motion to approve the April 14, 2009 minutes as written and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS:

Granat made a motion to approve claims in the amount of $126,206.22 & $293,078.43 as presented and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Karen Pisowicz of McDashiwicz Drive, asked the Council if they were in favor of staying with the Northwest Indiana Development Authority and all responded yes with the exception of Babcock who stated that he will not be in favor of staying with the RDA if they get the authority to levy a tax to benefit regional transportation.
Pisowicz also asked about the fireworks and wanted to know how much it cost, if tax money could be used and who is on the committee?  Genger responded that it would cost around $30,000 if the committee chooses to add additional frills to the event otherwise it would be around $18,000.  The committee consists of Heather Ennis of the Duneland Chamber, Lorilei Weimer of the PCCRVC, Bernie Doyle of Chesterton, Bruce Snyder and Michele Bollinger.  Genger also noted that tax money could be used but he is confident that they money will be raised.  Genger also noted that the bottom line is if the money is not raised the contract has a withdrawal clause in it.  Genger also said that Chesterton and Burns Harbor have not responded about donating money to the fireworks.
Bollinger said that Porter is moving forward whether Chesterton or Burns Harbor participate or not.  Sherrill Newman of Franklin Street commented that the committee lacks transparency that is why all these questions are being asked.  It does not mean that they are opposed to the fireworks.
Sherrill Newman of Franklin Street asked the Council when the sidewalk will be repaired and Brueckheimer said that she is in the process of getting bids.

Audra Peterson of State Park Little League apologized to the Council that when they had their opening day parade earlier in the month  that due to an oversight of miscommunications that they didn’t apply for a parade permit in the Town of Porter and was issued a ticket.  She asked the Council if they could waive the ticket.  She noted that in all previous years they had applied for the permit.  Genger made a motion to waive the ticket and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Emerson Delaney, Chesterton Town Council President said that just because the Chesterton Council took the request to donate to the fireworks display under advisement does not mean that they have turned down the request.  He personally feels that it is a great thing to do.
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy introduced a Resolution for adopting Keystone Software to do the sewer billing.  Granat made a motion to number Resolution 2009-01 and approve Keystone Software as the billing for the Sewer Department and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Pomeroy asked to permission to spend between $1,500 and $2,000 for a billing module to be installed at Porter Bank when they receipt payments for sewer bills.  Porter Bank has been contacted and is agreeable if the software is compatible with their system.  The object of this module is to import the payments directly to the billing system which will eliminate hand entering of each bill when payment is made.  Babcock made a motion to buy this software module but not to exceed $2,000 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier said that federal approval is close to being granted to mount a new antenna to the WBEZ tower.  The new antenna will very beneficial to transmitting and receiving communications.  Spanier asked the Council to approve spending $4,000 plus shipping for laptops for the patrol cars out of the CEDIT Fund.  Granat made a motion to spend $4,000 plus shipping and Babcock made the second.
Vote 5-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer reported that she has signed up for the Alliance for the Great Lakes adopt a Beach program.  This will include liter monitoring and taking water and sand samples 3 times a year.
Brueckheimer also presented a schedule for collecting household waste is July 11th at Duneland Intermediate school.

WARREN THIEDE OF HAAS AND ASSOCIATES

Thiede announced that Porter’s pending $795,000 request through U.S. Representative Pete Visclosky’s office has advanced to the Appropriations Committee.  The money if awarded will be used to upgrade the Porter Avenue sewage pump station.  Thiede stated that he is still waiting to hear about the stimulus money for paving Oak Hill Road and Waverly Road.
BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Babcock made a motion to approve 9 new contractors and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

Amending Employee Handbook.  Bollinger asked it to be added to next agenda.

Council agreed by consensus to follow the guidelines resolution to buy and use American steel for projects.
NEW BUSINESS
Amending Salary Ordinance 2008-16

Granat made a motion to number and read by title only Ordinance 2009-06 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Genger made a motion to suspend the rules and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Genger made a motion to have final reading and adoption and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Jennifer Klug, Lincoln Street raised an issue of the hiring of a Town Engineer.  After discussion by the Council it was agreed that it would be addressed at the next Council meeting.
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