TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
APRIL 27, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   Absent were Fire Chief Lewie Craig and Building Commissioner Art Elwood.

MINUTES APRIL 13, 2010

Granat made a motion to approve the April 13, 2010 minutes and Genger made the second.   Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $520,816.02 and $163,256.05 as presented and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Rita Newman Franklin Street, 
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked Council to approve the following write offs for sewer billing:


Account #9970 $108.90  In. Am. Water sent wrong readings


Account # 28421-02 $2.20 late fee removed


Account # 30390 Chesterton resident

Genger made a motion to write off the above amounts and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0

Pomeroy asked Council to correct a typing error on Exhibit “A” attached to Ordinance 2009-10.

Under Animal violations it reads code 10-32 to 10-45 it should read 10-23 to 10-45.  Attorney Lyp advised Council that a typo error can be corrected at a meeting and an ordinance does not have to be written in order to do.  Granat made a motion to correct the typo error and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Spanier reported that Officer Scott Cornelison and his dog are at training school for 2 weeks.  Spanier thanked Security Industries of Hobart for donating the dog cage, Jim Hobbs for donating the concrete pad for the dog house that was donated by Brenda Brueckheimer.

Spanier asked the Council if the Town was going to contract with Bolt to scan records for the Town.  Spanier noted that he has to have it done and the cost would be $2,000 for the police department.  He noted that this would be beneficial to all departments.  The cost was around $14,000 last year.  The Council gave Spanier permission to move forward and get estimates.
Spanier asked the Council for permission to hire 3 part time dispatchers to avoid overtime.  Granat made a motion for the police department to hire 3 part time dispatchers and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Spanier reminded the Council that on May 3rd at 7:00pm at the Town Hall Fire fighter Jay Craig and Police Officer Larry LaFlower would be recognized for their heroism for saving a woman from a house fire.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer pleaded with residents not to mix rocks with leaves when they are raking.  The leaf vac is broke again because of this problem and it costs $3,000 to have the broken shaft fixed.  Residents can bag their leaves and bring to the Public Works Building at 550 W. Beam St.
She announced that the week of May 10th they will not be picking up leaves or brush.

Brueckheimer asked permission to get bids to pave Pearson Road from Town limits to Marquette Road 3878’ in length and 18’ wide a total of 69,804 square feet, 25th Place  558’ in length and 15’ wide a total of 8,370 square feet and 20th Street 480’ in length and 28’ 6” wide a total of 13,728 square feet.  Martin made a motion to have Brueckheimer get bids for the above paving and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Guard rail at Old Porter Road on “S” curve.   Brueckheimer stated that the owner of the property has requested a guard rail be installed.  She investigated and there are 3 fiber optic cables running through property.  She also spoke with Police Chief and Fire Chief and their recommendation was not to put a guard rail there because of bodily injury that could result if hit.  The Council recommended that Brueckheimer speak to the owner and advise a guard rail will not be installed because of safety issues.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Oak Hill – Road repair
The sewers are up and functioning, they are performing as expected during last weekend’s rain.  One homeowner called to say he did not have any sanitary issues, where he would have before. W. Oak Hill

Road will be resurfaced on Thursday.

Waverly Road AARA resurfacing.

Waverly Road will be resurfaced this week and next week.

Oak Hill Road AARA resurfacing.
E. Oak Hill Road will be resurfaced this week and next.

Rain Barrel Workshop.
The Porter County Waste Reduction and Recycling district, the Town of Porter and Town of Chesterton will host a Rain Barrel workshop on May 11th at Hawthorne Park.  Residents are encouraged to pre-register and learn about and receive a rain barrel at a discounted rate.  Registration is $20 and includes a rain barrel.  Information is posted at the Town Hall.

DEDC/Chamber of Commerce Façade Grant.

We’ve received correspondence from the Duneland Chamber of Commerce that they will be awarding up to $20,000 in grants to local businesses for façade improvements.  The Town of Porter will be working the Porter Redevelopment Commission to help fund additional items for Porter businesses.  There will be a workshop at Town Hall on Friday at 9am for interested Porter patrons that have businesses on Lincoln Street, Wagner Road and Waverly Road.  Bollinger explained that this is a 80/20 grant, the Chamber will match the 80% and the business will match the 20%.  The Towns that can participate in this grant are Beverly Shores, Burns Harbor, Chesterton and the Town of Porter.  
Bollinger asked the consensus of the Town Council to also match the 80% for Porter business if awarded the grant out of CEDIT Funds.  She explained that if Porter won all of the grants the total outlay would be $16,000.  Genger made a motion that the Town Council would match any grant award for the Town of Porter and the money would come from CEDIT Funds and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0. 
PARK DEPARTMENT

No report

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Pomeroy presented 20 new contractors and Martin made a motion to approve the 20 new contractors and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0

OLD BUSINESS

Sanitary Sewer Update.

Keiser advised that earlier at the Redevelopment Commission meeting that they are willing to approve up to $2.6 million, of the estimated $4.1 million, towards sanitary sewer improvements.  Keiser noted that the Redevelopment Commission approved to provide upfront cash sp design and permitting can begin on the Porter Avenue lift station.  Keiser said it could take up to 6 months.  Redevelopment Commission also asked Keiser to investigate the $197,400 purchase of sewer capacity from Chesterton treatment plant.  The Town Council, by consensus, gave approval for Cender & Co. to do the numbers for the remainder $1.5 million.
Genger made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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