PORTER TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

APRIL 14, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Also present were Vice President Jon Granat, Council members Micheal Genger and Todd Martin

Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James 

Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park 

Superintendent James Miller.  Council member David Babcock was absent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes of March 24, Executive session minutes of April 6th and 7th as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $104,482.57 and $17,284.19 as presented and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

William Cantrell of Waverly Road presented the Council with a non-binding resolution to use American made products when using the federal stimulus money for projects.  The Council added this to the next agenda so that Lyp could review.

Rita Newman Franklin Street reminded residents that the Porter 4th of July committee is having a Rail Cats baseball game fundraiser on May 22nd at 7:00pm.  The cost is $10.00 a ticket and there will also be fireworks that night.   Newman also asked about the truck route and Martin said at this time it is for local traffic only.  Martin stated that he had talked to Jim Smith of Able Disposal and Smith agreed to tell drivers to use a different route.

Shirley McCarthy of Rankin Street asked the Council what has the Indiana Regional Development Authority done for the Town of Porter and why hasn’t Porter ever received any money from them.  Genger said that the former Council never asked for any money but this Council was in the process of submitting an application for the 49/US 20 corridor study.  

He noted that this was an inopportune time for the Porter County Council to try to drop out of the RDA because Porter may not receive this money now.

Frank Ternenyi of Wabash Street stated that he had received a letter from the Porter Sewer department stating that Porter was taking over the billing again.  Ternenyi felt that the fees for sewer, refuse/recycling and stormwater should be added to property tax bills rather than a bi-monthly billing.  He was also upset about the letter stating that your water could be shut off for not paying your bill and would also be charged a reconnection fee to have water turned back on.

Lyp said that this wouldn’t be feasible since tax bills are for the previous year and this would be a nightmare for the Town to operate this way.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy said that letters were mailed out April 9th informing residents that Porter would be taking back the billing for sewer, refuse/recycling and stormwater starting at the end of May.  If everything goes as planned the bills should go out May 29th and would be due 15 days later.  She also noted that residents should be receiving a bill from Indiana American Water Company this month and that it would be for water use customers only.  Residents that have wells will not receive a bill.  IAWC bills in the even months and Porter will be billing in the odd months, the same as it use to be.  

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp said that the Stormwater Board has recommended to the Council to approve an ordinance that would allow property owners with 1 house on multiple lots to request from the Stormwater Board to pay only a $4.00  user fee instead of paying $4.00 per lot.  Also the ordinance would allow the billing department to bill a lower fee of commercial  property, with Stormwater Board approval, if the business contains 100% of stormwater with no impact to the Town.  An example is Worthington Steel which contains all of their runoff because of storm drains that they have installed on their property.  Granat made a motion to approve the ordinance and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Lyp also presented a revised contract for Melrose Pyrothenics for the fireworks at Indiana State Park on July 1st.  The contract was approved earlier in the year with Lyp’s approval.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked permission to follow through with a grant that would pay for an additional police officer for 3 years which is worth approximately $281,000 with benefits.  The Council agreed by consensus.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig had nothing to report.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer asked the Council if they would be judges for the 4th of July parade which the Council agreed except for Granat who will be in the parade.

Brueckheimer said that Porter Avenue left station overflowed on April 5th after a 2.5 inches of rain.  She thanked her employees for a great job in allowing only 1,300 gallons of overflow at Porter Avenue.  There were no other overflows in the Town.

She also thanked Chief Spanier and the Police Department for assisting in a traffic study.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Superintendent Miller had nothing to report.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Elwood presented 17 new contractors which Martin made a motion to approve with Genger making the second.  Vote 4-0.

Elwood said that Paul Childress, owner of Splash Down Dunes (“SDD) gave him permission to do an inspection of the park.  Paul sent Cheryl Bonin as his representative to meet with Art for the inspection. Elwood said that Building inspector Dave Souders, the State Fire Marshall and Fire Chief Lewis Craig accompanied him on this inspection on April 7th.  Elwood noted  that it came to his attention late last summer when a customer of SDD sent a letter to the Town stating that her daughter had been shocked at the Park.  Elwood’s inspection began late last summer and resumed April 7th.  The Park closed for the winter in September.  Granat asked who is supposed to inspect the Park.  Elwood stated that the State of Indiana does not inspect lazy rivers or wave pool rides because they are not a swimming pool.  Elwood said the State is in the process of forming a committee to address this loophole.  Elwood asked that an independent electrical inspector and structural engineer inspect the Park, at SDD’s expense, and issue an independent report before SSD can open for the summer. Elwood presented a brief slide show of observed code violations of SDD waterpark.  He noted that these pictures only reflect the east side of the park and the west side of the park has potential issues.  The violations included structural and electrical problems in buildings that are used by his employees and the public.  In addition, supports for a water ride appear to be under stress and bolts are missing from the foundation, steel stairs to some rides are rusted and covered with wood and rubber, wiring is exposed and running on the ground, electrical boxes are rusted and doors are missing and the shelter called Driftwood is about ready to collapse.  Attorney Lyp noted that SDD has not had a chance to respond, but if the violations are not addressed and the Park attempts to open Lyp recommends that the Town take court action to prevent it based on public health and safety and numerous building code violations.  The Council agreed for Elwood to draft a list of defects for Childress and have Childress get an independent electrical and structural engineer, at his expense, and submit a report to the Town before opening.  The Council also agreed that it would not take any additional action until SDD has reviewed the photographs and had an opportunity to respond.
NEW BUSINESS

Census Bureau – Suzy Barnhart

Barnhart explained to the Council how important the 2010 census is to the Town.  She said that Federal funding for the next decade is based on the population which is taken from the census.  She suggested that the Council form a committee to promote the census so that residents will be comfortable with filling out the forms and realize how important it is the Town for funding.  She estimated that the population is 5,344 compared to the last census which the population was 4,992.  She suggested that the Town put information on our website, put notes on our sewer bills and even take out ads in the paper.

Ordinance amending Employee Handbook

 Bollinger suggested that this ordinance be placed on the next agenda since Babcock wasn’t present.

Indiana American Water Company Contract for charging for meter readings

Since the Town is taking back the sewer billing IAWC presented a contract for them to send the meter readings to the Town.  The cost is $.045 per resident per billing.  Genger made a motion to accept the contract as written with Attorney Lyp’s approval and Martin made the second.  

Vote 4-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Genger commented on Roger Brooks branding the Town as a “Family Affair.”  Brooks stated that Porter was one of three most difficult of the communities to brand.  He noted that the Town is noted for “Wagner Ribs” and that Hawthorne Park is lovely.

Genger stated that he did not agree with the decision that was made last week at the County Council meeting of dropping out of the RDA and questioned why the County Council did not  rescind the tax of 0.25 percent that is associated with being in the RDA for the annual payment of $3.5 million dues.  Genger also asked the residents to call County and ask them when this tax will be repealed.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Genger made the second.  Vote 4-0
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