TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
APRIL 13, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   

MINUTES MARCH 23, 2010

Granat made a motion to approve the March 23, 2010 minutes and Babcock made the second.   Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Martin made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $43,677.76 and $5,570.30 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Karen Pisowicz thanked Jon Granat for attending the Police Commission meeting to recognize Firefighter Jay Craig and Police Officer Larry LaFlower for performing a life saving fire rescue.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented a total of $500.68 of write offs for the sewer billing for account #7850, $225.06; account #30350.02 $124.60; account #22160-01, $63.02; account #39220-00, $22.00; account #12870-00 $22.00; account #12990-02, $22.00 and account #13320-00 $22.00 Granat made a motion to write-off the above amounts and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

A claim of $5,177.41 was presented to Council for Cover Rite for carpeting of the upstairs.  The reason being that finance charges will be added it not paid before next meeting.  Martin made a motion to pay the above claim and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy presented a request for the VFW for a Poppy Drive on May 14 and May 15.  Genger made a motion to allow the request and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Pomeroy asked to correct the amount that was awarded to the Park Department in November, 2009 to use CEDIT money to purchase a dump truck.  At that time the Park department was allowed to spend up to $32,000 but then the Council wanted the dump truck to be equipped with a plow which raised the amount of purchase to $36,645.00.  Granat made a motion to approve the purchase amount to $36,645 for a Park dump truck and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp gave an update on the federal grant for the Kankakee Trail which goes through Porter.  A memorandum of understanding (MOU) was issued between Porter County and the Town of Porter to have the Town of Porter control the $500,000 plus the $125,000 from the RDA.  Porter County Commissioners voted 3-0 to accept the memorandum of understanding and Bollinger also signed the MOU.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Spanier said that the Police department received a check from the insurance company regarding the damaged squad car.  He asked permission to have the insurance check in the amount of $2,600 moved to appropriation 101-02-361.  He noted that the repair cost came in lower than the estimate that was submitted to the insurance company in the amount of $597.95.  He will reimburse Anton Insurance that amount.  Granat made a motion to transfer the $2,600 to line item 101-02-361 and reimburse Anton Insurance the $597.95 and Genger made the second.  
Vote 5-0.

Peddler’s License – Summer Song Ice Cream Truck of Highland

Spanier reported that they did a limited background check on the applicant that would be driving the ice cream truck and it came back ok.  Spanier explained that the police cannot do an extensive background for permits or licenses and would like permission from the Council to enter into a contract with a company that can.  The cost is $5.00 - $7.00 per background check.  The Council advised him to look into companies that would do that and report back at next meeting.  Granat asked if the Town gives them an ID card to prove that they are legal and Spanier said that he is requesting to buy an ID maker that we could do that and also give Town employees an ID card.

State Park Little League Parade

Spanier noted that the State Park applied for a parade permit but not do so in the 30 day period.  Spanier asked Council permission to let them have the parade on April 23rd at 5:30pm.  The Council granted permission to waive the 30 days but only did so because they have had a parade for many years and have had a spotless record.  Granat made the motion to waive the 30 day waiting period and grant permission to have the parade only because of their spotless record and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CEDIT monies

Spanier stated that the police department has approximately $25,000 left from last year’s CEDIT money and would like to purchase the following items.  While the estimates are currently accurate, costs may vary slightly for each item and if the bottom line total is over his allotted CEDIT money he would pay for the remainder out of his budget.   The items are Grant Writer research $300, Detective video Interview System $3,700, Update for VSA $2,500, Laser Radar Unit $1,995, Identification Card system $2,995, Child ID equipment and software $1,995, Computers/Laptops $3,579, Paint interior of police station $5,867 and Prisoner cages for cars $1,850.  Babcock made a motion to grant the above items to be paid out of Police CEDIT money not to exceed $24,781 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig stated that a representative from the Governor’s office is coming on May 3rd at 7:00pm to the Town Hall to present a life saving award to Firefighter Jay Craig and Police Officer Larry LaFlower regarding the house fire on East Oak Hill Road and asked all to attend.

Craig also invited Council members on April 18th to watch the firefighters do training on a donated house on 23rd Street

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer asked for volunteers  to contact her to sign up for Adopt a Beach program this summer at Porter Beach.

Brueckheimer urged all residents to report any suspicious activity near the pedestrian bridge on Waverly Road.  The bridge has been vandalized numerous times.  

The vacuum truck is out picking up bagged grass and leaves.  Brueckheimer also noted that all sanitary sewer lines have been cleaned.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser advised the Council that the Town has submitted the following road resurfacing projects to NIRPC for consideration should funding become available from the Jobs Bill:
· Woodlawn Road From Waverly Road east to Porter/Chesterton corporate limits.  Approximately cost for mill and resurface and Preventive Maintence.  $150,000 including 15%CI.  Chesterton is applying for doing 23rd Street.
· Wagner Road From US Hwy 20 south to the northern approach of the I-94 Bridge and from the southern approach of the I-94 Bridge to Indiana Avenue.   Approximate cost for mill and resurface and Preventive Maintence $107,000 including 15%CI.
· Beam Street From US Hwy 20 east to the eastern limit of I-94.  Approximate cost for mill and resurface and Preventive Maintence $107,000 including 15% CI.

· Regulatory Signage Project  Remove the existing non-conforming regulatory signage and adding conforming regulatory signage.  $100,000.

 The Town may not get full funding for all the projects, but we can proceed as we wish until the full funding is decided.

Oak Hill Sewer – Road Repair.  The Oak Hill sewer project is almost complete.  RV Sutton has the mainline tied in and all the septic holding tanks have been taken offline that were identified to be abandoned.  The excavator has had some extra charges due to an unmarked NIPSCO gas main right in the way in the trench and unknown house tie ins.  We’ve discovered the holding tanks were in some cases 7 feet below the grade, and plastic casting risers were used and allowed lots of infiltration.  We look forward to seeing the flow reduction that should come from this project.  The road work will be coordinated when the asphalt plants reopen and the landscaping of the yards will be handled after the disturbed areas are given a month to settle.  We apologize for the inconvenience to the residents during this work, but this work should alleviate the 4” mainline capacity issues and the septic holding tanks constant maintence.  During a freeze/thaw cycle during construction, additional road issues occurred.  We’ve received a price of $55,000 from RV Sutton through Reith and Riley to do theses repairs.  Keiser requested an additional $25,000 on top of the currently allocated $32,000 out of Major Moves to upgrade this section of road.  Babcock made a motion to take an additional $25,000 from Major Moves for Oak Hill Road paving project for a grand total of $57,000, and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.
Franklin Street Reline.  The Franklin Street reline is almost done.  The main reline is now complete, the contractor has relined almost all the laterals to cleanouts.  They have run into an issue at 320 Franklin Street with what they believe is a collapsed lateral.  Keiser is working with them to determine a course of action.  Last week they came out and landscaped the small yard disturbances that they had at each property.  They will be back onsite  on Thursday to reline the 2 manholes and residents along this stretch of Franklin who received a letter are still able to have their private lines relined to their homes.
Rain Barrel Workshop.  The Porter County Waste Reduction and Recycling district, The Town of Porter and Town of Chesterton will host a Rain Barrel workshop on May 11, 2010 at Hawthorne Park.  Residents are encouraged to pre-register and learn  about and receive a rain barrel at a discounted rate.  Registration is $20 and includes a rain barrel.
Oak Hill Road/Waverly Road ARRA resurfacing.  INDOT had its preconstruction meeting at Porter Town Hall on March 12.  The road resurfacing of Waverly Road will occur first with a tentative start date of April 19 with an estimate 2.5 weeks for completion.  Oak Hill Road will occur afterward with a completion date of May 15.

Waverly Road will be resurfaced from US Hwy 12 to the northern bridge side of I-94.


Oak Hill Road will be resurfaced from US Hwy 20 east to Hwy 49.

DEDC/Chamber Façade Grant

Keiser announced that Porter received correspondence from the Duneland Chamber of Commerce that they will be awarding up to $20,000 in grants to local businesses for façade improvements.  Businesses along Lincoln Street, Wagner Road and Waverly Roads are encouraged to contact the Chamber to get information.  Bollinger explained that there are 1-$5,000, 3-$2,000, and 9-$1,000 grant available.
The grants are a 80/20 match.  The Council discussed matching each 80% grant that was awarded to Porter businesses.  The deadline for the application is May 20th.
PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller gave an update of the 2010 CEDIT, he has contracted Morton Buildings, Inc. to erect a 42X40 storage building.  He noted that the structural plans have been sent to Homeland Security and barring any complications the building is scheduled to be complete by June 2010.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood presented 10 new contractors form March 23rd and 23 new contractors for this meeting.  Genger made a motion to accept the total of 33 new contractors and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood presented the Council with a spreadsheet that in the first quarter of 2010 the building department has written 38 permits, the project cost is $351,886 and generated $4,509.12 in permit fees.
Elwood stated that he is working with a code violation of a camper parked in the front yard at 511 Pottawatomie Trail.  A camper is allowed to be parked on the side and rear of a resident.  Elwood made a visit to the camper at 9:00am and a man answered the door and stated that he is living in the camper because his wife does not want him in the house.  Elwood advised him that he could not do that.   This situation has been going on for 8 weeks and asked the Attorney for advice.  The Council approved by consensus to have Attorney Lyp write a certified letter regarding the camper.
Elwood thanked Brueckheimer for her assistance in arranging to clear outbuildings for a resident who is trying to bring their property into compliance but doesn’t have the resources.  Genger thanked both of them for their efforts.

NEW BUSINESS

Westchester Fire Contract.  
Genger made a motion to accept the fire contract with Westchester Township and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0
Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of April, 2010.
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Todd Martin

ATTEST:________________________________


    Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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