TOWN OF PORTER
Town Council Minutes
March 24, 2009
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Present:  

President Michele Bollinger, Vice-President Jon Granat, Council Members Dave Babcock and Todd Martin.  
Absent: Council Member Mike Genger, Fire Chief Lewis Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, and Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy.

Also Present:  Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Park Superintendent James Miller, and Secretary Karen Spanier.

Approval of Minutes
Motion to approve minutes of the March 10, 2009 meeting as presented was made by Jon Granat; second by Dave Babcock.
Motion passed 4-0
Approval of Claims
Jon Granat made the motion to approve the claims in the amount of $225,748.91 and $16,630.78, with Dave Babcock making the second.  Motion passed 4-0.
Audience Participation 

None
Clerk Treasurer Report

None
Attorney Report
None

Police Department Report
Chief Spanier asked Council permission to start seeking the possibility of obtaining four different Law Enforcement Grants, one of which would fund the hiring of a Police Officer for three years.
Request was granted by consensus.

Fire Department Report
None

Public Work Department Report
Director Brueckheimer thanked Council Members Dave Babcock and Michele Bollinger for their attendance and involvement in the stimulus meetings.
Park Department Report
Park Board Member Becky Maranto showed Council Members pictures after the completion of Phase 1

Drainage project in Porter Cove Park.  Although Phase 1 was successful, there is still more work needed to be done to take care of the standing water issues.  Superintendent Miller requested $6,400.00 in Cedit Funds to begin Phase 2 of the drainage project at Porter Cove Park. 
Motion for approval of spending $6,400.00 in Cedit Funds for Phase 2 drainage project, contingent on available funds was made by Jon Granat.  Dave Babcock made the second.
Motion passed.  4-0 

Building Department Report
President Bollinger presented a list of 10 new Contractors, Babcock made the motion to approve, and Martin made the second.

Motion passed.  4-0

Old Business
None
New Business

Chief Spanier asked Council permission to purchase a new squad car out of the CCI fund in the amount of $27,395.81 from Arnell Chevrolet in Burns Harbor.  Motion to approve was made by Todd Martin and second made by Jon Granat.
Motion carried.  4-0

Roger Brooks will be in attendance at the Community Visioning and Branding Public Meeting being held at the Porter County Expo Center.  He will give a branding presentation and create an action plan to show local communities how they can make important changes and improvements to their municipality.  
President Michele Bollinger invited all residents to attend the public forum on Thursday April 2nd from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. urging the residents to share their ideas, visions, and thoughts for the Town of Porter.
A representative with the U S Census Bureau asked to be placed on the April 14th Agenda.
Indiana American Water Data contract will be put on the April 14th Agenda.

Council Comments

The Town received a letter from James Kopp, Porter County Auditor requesting the Town waive all but 3 days out of the 14 day review of the 1782 Notice from the DGLF.  He advised by the Town signing the waiver this would allow his office to take almost two weeks from the budget cycle and expedite the tax billing and collection process.  Jon Granat made the motion to reject the signing of the waiver, second was made by Babcock.  Motion carried.  4-0
The National Park Service requested the Council vacate a stretch of North Mineral Springs Road inside the National Dunes Lakeshore. The proposal states the National Park Services would maintain the road with federal funding in the amount of $400,000.00.  Brueckheimer stated it is a perfectly good road, and at least 7 residents live on that stretch.  The Town would first have to secure an easement for the sanitary sewer lines that run along the road. Attorney Lyp advised if they wish to pursue the vacation, they must follow procedure including a formal application and going before the proper board.
Todd Martin made the motion to adjourn.

Jon Granat seconded.

Meeting adjourned at 7:27.

____________________________                                        ________________________________

Michele Bollinger, President                                                  Jon Grant, Vice President
______________________________


  _______________________________

Dave Babcock                                                                          Todd Martin
______________________________                             
Karen Spanier, Secretary   
