TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MARCH 22, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser, Park Superintendent Jim Miller.  

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes of 3/8/2011 as written and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

REVISING 3/8/11 MINUTES

Bollinger sent an email asking the Council to amend the minutes of March 8, 2011.  She stated that she had missed finding the error until after the meeting even though she had signed the minutes at the meeting.  There was a mistake:  Minutes from 3/8/11:  Keiser stated that the Town will be working on an emergency culvert repair at State Park Road and Waverly Road.  Waverly Road will be closed and Keiser said that he has gotten permission from Dune Acres to use the cut-thru road for Porter Beach residents to use when road is closed.  The minutes should have read that it will be coordinated with police, fire, Dune Acres, the Duneland School Corporation and trash and recycling.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims and sewer write-offs in the amounts of $274,442.55, $114,081.45 and $289.98 and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Elka Nelson, 111 Duneland Drive, read a letter expressing her disappointment that both the Public and Town council were misadvised that contingency plans had been made between Dune Acres and Porter Beach.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy announced April is Prevention of Child Abuse month and the Duneland Chamber Exchange Club will be placing blue ribbons in the downtown area.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier announced that he had received a parade application from State Park Little League.  They did not send all needed information to approve the application and it will be on the next agenda.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig asked permission to buy a 2011 Cheverolet Silverado Crew Cab with 4 wheel drive for $35,069.88 which includes all emergency lighting and sound system.  He said that CEDIT will pay $34,000 and the remainder will come from his Fire budget.  Granat asked why he needed a 4 door crew cab.  Craig explained that when you had to pick up emergency personnel at the hospital there would be no room for them.  Bollinger asked if he was going to trade-in the Trailblazer and Craig responded no.  The GMC Suburban would be parked in back for a chase car and to pull the ATV trailer.  The “Trailblazer” is going to Assistant Chief and 2004 Chevrolet Impala is going to Deputy Chief.  Martin said that the Chief has done his homework and if this is what he wants the Town should get it for him.  Martin made a motion to purchase the 2011 Silverado Crew Cab including the emergency package for $35,069.88 and Bollinger made the second.  Vote was Martin yes, Babcock, yes, Granat no, Bollinger yes, and Fowler yes, motion passed 4-1 with Granat voting no.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer announced that Spring Clean-up would be from April 1 to May 9.  She asked residents to please separate leaves and branches.  After May 9 residents may bag leaves and bring to the Public Works office between 7:30 and 3:30.  The normal leaf pick-up days are posted on the website.

She is accepting applications for part-time summer help from 3/28to 4/18.

Brueckheimer said they will be doing manhole replacement on Lincoln Street and Wagner Road 3/28 to 4/1.  The truck route will change during this week only, all trucks except local deliveries will use Waverly Road to US Hwy 20.

She also thanked Cooper Contractors for the donation of 90 barrels.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser said that INDOT will be closing Hwy 12 Wednesday and Thursday to remove a deck on SR49, Hwy 12 will be closed periodically from 9:00 to 2:00.

At the last meeting, Keiser explained that he had stated that he would be coordinating with the police, fire, residents, Dune Acres, and garbage pickup for the one day closure of Waverly Road for the emergency replacement of a culvert.  Regarding the emergency culvert repair which is tentatively scheduled for March 29th, Waverly Road will be closed for 1 day from 8:00am to 4:00pm.  Keiser expressed confidence that the repairs can be done in 8 hours, but he did acknowledge that it is a complicated job.  He noted that the Town had to get permits from US Army Corp. of Engineers, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  Keiser said he would be at the work site to direct any traffic.  Keiser said that this must get repaired before there is a catastrophe.  He will send out letters to the Porter Beach residents informing them of this closure, with egress and access information.  Elka Nelson asked if he could also email the Porter Beach homeowners and Keiser said he would.  Fire Chief Craig added that he will station 2 all-terrain vehicles at the Beach in case of an emergency.  If there is enough manpower he will also station an engine at the Beach, too.

Keiser stated that 23 manholes have been replaced so far and Lincoln Street and Wagner Road are scheduled for next week.  They are 58% done with the replacement.

Keiser said that he had a bid opening on March 21st regarding Six Box Lane Lift Station.  The bids are as follows:  H & G Underground $351,833.50; DeBoer Egolf Corp. $356,519; Grimmer Construction $371,714.50; Hasse Construction $460,700; and Woodruff & Sons $483,093.  H&G Underground has positive reviews, they have worked in Burns Harbor, LaPorte and Michigan City and Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates was very confident in their work.  Keiser said that first NIPSCO has to upgrade the electricity for the lift station.  Granat made a motion to approve H&G Construction Co for $351.833.50 pending NIPSCO upgrade and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Superintendent Miller said that CHS Building & Trades students are still installing the insulation to the new pole barn and by using them the Park Dept. is saving $4,000 and thanked them for their work.  Miller also thanked Ellis Electric who will be installing electric to the pole barn with free labor and the Park will only pay for parts.  Miller will be accepting applications for seasonal part-time help to work from April 11th thru October 30th .

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 10 new contractors, Martin made a motion to approve and Bollinger made the 2nd, vote 5-0.

STORMWATER BOARD REPORT

William Cantrell reported that the majority of the projects in the Town’s Master Plan are complete.

POLICE COMMISSION REPORT

None

PARK BOARD REPORT

None

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT

Bollinger noted that they will be including information in the sewer bills about the Gateway Plan.

PLAN COMMISSION REPORT

Elwood stated that there will be a public hearing April 30th at 7:30 at Hawthorne Park and the Plan Commission will advertize.

OLD BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2011-03 Updating the Town Code Book

Martin made a motion to have 2nd reading by title only and adoption and Granat made the 2nd, Vote 5-0.  Ordinance passed.

ORDINANCE 2011-04 AMENDING Town Code Book- deposits of revenue

Bollinger made a motion to have 2nd reading by title only and adoption and Granat made the 2nd, Vote 5-0.  Ordinance passed.

ORDINANCE 2011-05 Transfer of Sewer Funds  to Construction Fund

Granat made a motion to have 2nd reading by title only and adoption and Bollinger made the 2nd, Vote 5-0.  Ordinance passed.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger said that the BLT Committee will be meeting April 6th at Hawthorne Park at 6:00pm and all residents are welcome to attend.  Bollinger said that she will advertize the meeting.

Granat thanked Ellis Electric and CHS Building Trades for their work on the new pole barn at Hawthorne Park.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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