TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
MARCH 10, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Council members present were Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd Martin.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer was absent because she was attending Road School.
PUBLIC HEARING- CCD RATES
ORDINANCE 2009-03

At 7:01pm Bollinger opened the Public Hearing explaining the Ordinance that will be raising the rates for Cumulative Capital Development (CCD).  Bollinger asked if there were any opponents, no comment, asked again if there were any opponents, no comment; asked for the third and final if there are any opponents again no comment.  Bollinger then asked if there were any proponents, no comment; asked again if there were any proponents, again no comment; asked for the third and final time if there were any proponents again no comment.  Bollinger proceeded to close the Public Hearing at 7:03pm.
MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amounts of $106,823.49 and $16,630.78 and Genger made the second, vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Elka Nelson of Porter Beach feels that the fireworks being on July 1st at Indiana State Park is a bad choice because of residents working the second shift since it isn’t a holiday.  Nelson feels that the kids will be deprived of seeing the fireworks because of a few reasons, charging to get into the State Park, fireworks naturally are after dusk and if the kids do go there would be no parental supervision.  She is also concerned about the contract with Melrose Pyrotechnics that it does not state the entire cost, it lacks how much the barge is, how much the Coast Guard will charge, what type of display and insurance requirements and cleanup the next day.  Nelson stated that the economy is terrible now and to waste this money seems offensive.  Genger stated that all these questions have been addressed and for the state of the economy with all the positive feedback he has received the Town will not have to pay a dime.  The committee working on this are good people and the Town has nothing to worry about.  Bollinger stated that having it on July 1st is a good choice because the State Park will not have that many visitors and the residents of Porter, Chesterton and Burn Harbor can enjoy with out being overcrowded.  She has personally spoke with the National Park and 
they are working with us and will open their parking lot which normally closes at dusk to alleviate parking.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented a request to refund sewer payments in the amount of $1075.00 to Randall Pavlock.  Pomeroy explained the when Indiana American Water Company took over the billing in October 2007 that somehow they started billing him for sewers which he does not have.  Pavlock has a billing service that pays his bills.  This error was found by the sewer clerk while checking bills.  Martin made a motion to refund $1,075.00 to Randall Pavlock and Genger made the second, vote 5-0.
ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller stated that the remodeling of the kitchen and restrooms at Hawthorne Park are progressing and will be done by the March 27 deadline.
BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Elwood presented 13 new contractors to the Council.  Genger made a motion to accept and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS
ORDINANCE 2009-03 RAISING CCD RATES.

Granat made a motion to have 2nd and final reading and adoption of Ordinance 2009-03 and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

None

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Genger welcomed and introduced Chesterton’s new Town Manager Bernie Doyle.
Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of March, 2009.

____________________________

__________________________

Michele Bollinger, President


Jon Granat, Vice President

____________________________

___________________________

David Babcock



Micheal Genger

____________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST:__________________________


   Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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