TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MARCH 9, 2010
President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock and Micheal Genger Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Foreman Sarah Olsen, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, Superintendent James Miller.   Council member Todd Martin was absent and Brenda Brueckheimer is still on medical leave.

MINUTES MARCH 9, 2010
Granat made a motion to approve the March 9, 2010 minutes and Babcock made the second.   Vote 4-0.

CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $1,543,189.11 and as presented and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None
CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented 9 new contractors for Council approval.  Martin made the motion to accept the 30 contractors and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Foreman Sarah Olsen stated that when possible the crews are trimming trees, sewer jetting in Porter Cove and now fighting all the snow.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Franklin Street reline.

Keiser stated that the work on Franklin Street Reline from Francis Street to Porter Avenue  has started.  This is an emergency sewer repair.  The sewer line is failing and could collapse due to instability in its structure.  Performance Pipeline was contracted to camera, jet, clean and reline the sewer main and associated laterals with an innovative new process, so far it is going well.

Sanitary sewer rate committee.

Keiser noted that they have met twice and are having very good discussions in regards to future planning and sewer rate analyzation.

Highway 49 & Highway 12 NITCD bridge enhancements.  Gateway to the Dunes.

The Town is allowed to make cosmetic changes to the INDOT standard bridge at Highway 20 and  49 and at the last presentation approved bridge revisions.  Also included in the gateway project are the bridges at Highway 12 and NITCD.  Due to INDOT scheduling incentives those two bridges are being moved up in the timeline and now the Town has a very short amount of time to design and include our gateway revisions into the INDOT schedule.  AJ Monroe from SEH is here to present the proposed new revisions.

Monroe stated that the Highway 49 bridge letting is May 2010 and the Highway 12 letting is July 2010

with completion in May 2011.  Monroe presented a slide show of the proposed enhancements and reminded the Council that their recommendations are due by March 3rd.  Granat asked if one lane of traffic would always be open during this process and Monroe stated yes.  Granat made a motion to accept the plans and move forward with the project and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Keiser stated that part of the RDA grant was to fund construction of Porter’s leg of the Dunes Kankakee Trail, that the Town has to annex part of Indiana 49 right-of-way.  Keiser said that the State of Indiana is not for or against the annexation.  Attorney Lyp stated that if the State of Indiana takes no position that is the same as involuntary and would result in a longer process than if the State agreed to a voluntary annexation.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller said the Park is having a game night on February 27th  from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at Hawthorne Park.

It is free to all who would like to join in the fun and refreshments will be served.

NEW BUSINESS

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Babcock made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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