TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MARCH 8, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Fighter Ryan Tapper, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser, Park Superintendent Jim Miller..  Fire Chief Lewie Craig and Building Commissioner Art Elwood were absent.

MINUTES

Bollinger  made a motion to approve the minutes of 2/22/2011 as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims and sewer write-offs in the amounts of $78,130.56, $28,438.35 and 200.00 and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked permission to write off a stagnate check #16037 for $90.13, Granat made the motion to write off check #16037 and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.
Pomeroy announced that Porter Beach Parking passes are in and reminded residents that in order to receive Porter pricing both their valid driver’s license and car registration must show Porter as their residence.  Pomeroy explained the reason why is Porter loses excise tax money if not registered to the Town of Porter.
Ordinance 2011-03 Amending Town Code Book
Pomeroy presented an ordinance that would amend certain provisions to the Town Code Book.

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only Ordinance 2011-03 and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and have second reading by title only and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-1 with Granat voting no.  Ordinance on next agenda.
ATTORNEY REPORT

Attorney Lyp gave an update of the lawsuit against C&C Development that the Town is waiting for the Courts decision.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier said that they have a request list for the speed trailer sign, if any neighborhood would like it to please sign up.

Spanier also noted that the department has a desk that has little or no value that they would like to give to Chesterton police department.  The consensus of the Council was to let them have it.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

None

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser stated that the Town is will be working on an emergency culvert repair at State Park Road and Waverly Road.  Waverly Road will be closed and Keiser said that he has gotten permission from Dune Acres to use the cut-thru road for Porter Beach residents to use when road is closed.  Keiser also said that he will notify the Police Dept, Fire Dept, Able Disposal, Dune Acres and Duneland School in advance for this closure and will send a letter to notify Porter Beach residents.

Keiser also said that the Town has received word that the Lake Michigan Coastal Grant is in jeopardy because of the Town has an outstanding bill with Indiana Workforce Unemployment.  Attorney Lyp explained that a former employee was terminated in 2009 and applied for unemployment.  Pomeroy sent documentation to deny the claim.  The claim was denied.  The former employee filed an appeal and was there was a hearing and again the former employee was denied.  At a later date Workforce issued unemployment checks for a total of $1,900 in error because he already was denied twice.  Attorney Lyp notified Workforce and sent the documentation to them that his appeal had been denied.  Workforce advised Lyp not to pay the bill that it would be corrected.  Now approximately 2 years later penalties and interest has been added to the $1,900.  After discussion between the Council members Michele made a motion to pay the $1,900 plus any interest and penalties and Granat made the second, vote 4-1 with Martin voting no.  Motion passed.
Keiser gave an update on replacing manholes, 8 have been completed with 31 more to go.  He also announced that March 22nd at 3:00pm the Town will receive bids for Six Box Lane lift station.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Superintendent Miller reminded residents that on March 12th the park will be hosting Porter’s Got Game night from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Hawthorne Park Community Building.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Bollinger presented 10 new contractors, Bollinger made the motion to accept the 10 new contractors and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2011-03 AMENDING PORTER TOWN CODE BOOK

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Bollinger made the 2nd, vote 3-2 with Granat and Babcock voting no.  Ordinance 2011-03 was added to next agenda.
ORDINANCE 2011-04 AMENDING SECTION 54-53C OF PORTER TOWN CODE BOOK

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.

Bollinger made a motion to suspend the rules and Martin made the 2nd, vote 3-2 with Granat and Babcock voting no.  Ordinance 2011-04 was added to next agenda.

ORDINANCE 2011-05 TRANSFER OF EXCESS SEWER FUNDS TO CONSTRUCTION FUND.

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only and Granat made the 2nd, vote 5-0.
Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and Bollinger made the 2nd, vote 4-1Granat voting no.

Ordinance 2011-05 was added to next agenda.

DISCOVERY SCHOOL PRESENTATION

Principal Karen Poplawski and Board President Laurie Metz gave an update on the Discovery Charter School for the 1st six months of operation.  The school has approximately 290 students for Grades K-6.
Over the next couple of years the school plans to add grades 7th & 8th as well as additional classrooms, a cafeteria, and gymnasium.  Outdoor classrooms are being added this year and they are raising money for a playground.  Poplawski said that the school emphasizes on what the students can do with what they learn not just that they learn it.  She noted that the Charter school is accountable to ISTEP but they strive to teach how ISTEP skills can be applied in real life.  Outdoor fieldwork is an integral part of the Discovery experience to help students develop as responsible stewards of the environment who want to give back to their community.  Discovery also emphasizes writing to prepare students for a global economy in the 21st century.  They are not in a market of cookie-cutter jobs so they need to be creative and think outside the box.  They want students to excel academically and want to build a love of coming to school.  Poplawski said one of the Discovery school great assets is the parent population.

She also noted that with the National Park Service as their neighbor Discovery stresses environmental education to help students live respectfully, excel academically, actively engage in the community and discover their potential.  She noted that students that attend there were chosen by a lottery from admission applications.
DUNELAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Heather Ennis, Director of Duneland Chamber, asked the Council to be the signor of the contract for the 4th of July fireworks at Indiana State Park on July 1st and contribute $3,000 toward the event.  Ennis stated that last year 10,000 people attended the event.  Babcock said that now that SR49 will be 1 lane in and 1 lane out it will be a mess.  He noted that it took hours to get the park emptied.  Ennis stated that they are looking into have a bus service and are trying to figure out a way to move people cost effectively.  Martin asked if there was a second entrance and Ennis replied no.  Bollinger made a motion to be a signor of the contract and to donate $3,000 from CEDIT for the event and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.  Motion approved.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger said that the façade grants from the Duneland Chamber of Commerce have been issued and Porter businesses won 4 of them.  The winning applicants were Martinson Cabinets $3,000, Pat Liquor store $1,500, Saylor Basket $1,000 and Tilden and Tilden Attorneys $500.  Bollinger said that the Town will also match the same amounts to each business.

Martin addressed buying a new vehicle for the Fire Department which the Council tabled until next meeting when the Fire Chief is present.

Babcock closed the meeting by remembering William “Bud” Tilden who passed away February 26th.

Babcock said that Bud was part of this Town forever, Tilden founded Tilden Enterprises, A Town Council member, a Park Board member, King of the 2008 Sesquicentennial and two-time citizen of the year.  Babcock said he was a “heck of a guy” and the audience responded with a hearty applause.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Bollinger made the second.
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