TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

FEBRUARY 22, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Fighter Mitch Louthan, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser, Park Superintendent Jim Miller and Building Commissioner Art Elwood.  Fire Chief Lewie Craig was absent.
MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes 2/8/2011 as written and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

CLAIMS

Bollinger made a motion to approve claims in the amounts of $217,540.16 and $115,262.80 and Sewer write-offs in the amount of $74.00 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp asked Council if they had received the draft ordinance cleaning up wording in the Town Code Book for more clarity and uniformity with State Code regarding the appointment process. Council stated that they had not had time to review and placed on next agenda.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked residents to lock their cars and to slow down when there is snow and ice on the roads.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT
Brueckheimer asked residents to slow down when there is a quick freeze and noted that the Town salts the main roads first.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser said he has received notice from Grimer Construction that next week they will start manhole replacements.  He noted that in places they will be doing road cuts but will notify residents in that area when that will be done.  There will be no interruption of service during this process.
Keiser said that 4 Porter businesses had applied for the façade grant and they are Saylor Basket, Martinson’s Cabinets, Pat’s Liquor Store and Tilden and Tilden.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller reported that the Park will have Got Game night on March 12th from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Hawthorne Community Center.  If residents would like to bring some games to play that is fine but the Park Department also has games there.  Miller also stated that since the Food Pantry has moved out from the basement of Hawthorne Community Building he has a 42X30 foot space that can be rented out.
BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Elwood presented 9 new contractors for Council approval and Bollinger made a motion to accept the 9 new contractors and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

Elwood presented 2 code zoning violations involving a home on Johnson Street that was issued a permit for a single family resident but a duplex was built in a R1 zoning and the second home is on North River Drive where a business is being operated, the occupant claims that he was grandfathered in when they changed the zoning to R1.  Both houses are in Residential 1 zones where typically a 1% property tax cap would apply.  However a duplex should have a 2% cap and a business a 3% cap.  The Council agreed by consensus for Elwood to proceed with Attorney Lyp and mail letters to the owners.
STORM WATER BOARD

Granat reported that they are currently looking at the flooding problem in the alley off Franklin Street. All of the completed storm water projects were checked during the recent rain and snow melt and were found to be working correctly.

POLICE COMMISSION REPORT

Chief Spanier reported that Dan Dickey was promoted to Senior Reserves with a 100% endorsement.

PARK BOARD REPORT

Miller reported that the new pole barn is being insulated and should be done in a few weeks.

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT

Bollinger reported that at the last Redevelopment Commission meeting the Gateway Sub Area Plan was forward to the Plan Commission for their review.
PLAN COMMISSION REPORT

Elwood noted that Lorain Bell was elected President to the Plan Commission and liaison to the BZA.

Elwood said that there is a public meeting workshop on March 9th at 5:30pm for the Gateway Sub Area Plan.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

None

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

Dated this ____ day of March, 2011.

__________________________

__________________________

Trevin Fowler, President


Michele Bollinger, Vice President

__________________________

__________________________

Jon Granat




David Babcock

__________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST:_____________________________


   Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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